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HEADqpAHTERS II COBPS 
APO 19 U.S. ABKY 

In the Field 

353/91 (CG) 16 June 

Sultject: Leesone Learned. 

To : Divialons and Separate Unit Coirananders, II Corps* 

1. A detailed analyaiB of laesons learned during the II Corps advance 
from the GARIBLIAKO to ROME is teing made. This study will be published at 
an early date. Eather than wait for the publication of the detailed eonipila- 
tion, 1 wish to give you my comments now so they can be acted upon during the 
present training period, 

a. Towns must be taken from deep fl&nic and rear, 

b. The usual practice of battering towns with air and artillery 
Bervsa little purpose and is extremely wasteful of ammnition and time. 

c. The delay caused «« by small enemy detachmente is out of all 
proportion to the nuabera and means at our disposal. Araong other errors 
committed is our failure to leave reads soon enough and to make a vide enough 
envelopment or by^'pase. 

d. The combined use of armored and infantry units has been too 
cautious. The over-emphasis placed on fire pdwer of tfJiki during the period 
when weather and terrain conditions prevented full use of araor has not been 
overcome and motjility has not been restored to its pr.:;per ;.TrooTtance in the 
employment of tanks. Too often a column of tanks has remained inactive on 

a road, held up by a single SP or AT gun. The time lost ■waiting for infantry 
to arrive, deploy and attack the gun could have been reduced 50^ or more by 
a rapid deployment and movement of the tanks or by a wide envelopment which 
would in most cases have resulted in the capture or destruction of the gun. 
Likewise, relatively large groups of infantry have beon long daleyed by a 
small enen^r group with a mitchine gun or two astride a road. Again, the time 
wasted waiting for the arrival end action of tanks could have been materially 
reduced by early and wide deployment, 

e. ITot enough use has been mrtde of Air CP's for recoun8.issance .pur- 
poses. Inasmuch as artillery targets have been relatively few during this 
pursuit phase, there should have been constant Cub air reconnaissance avail- 
able to all leading elements. 

* , . >■ ■ ■ 

f. In the long run, speed was made over the high ground, not over 
the roads or flat lands, 

g. Too often coinmandera of all echelons, waited for orders. The 
rapid advance iq^de the maintenance of comnnini cations difficult and rosultsd 
in instructions being issu'ed a;id received based on out "of date information. 
Under such cond,iti9ns commanders mast act on their own responsibility, ini%' 
tiative and ^judgment. Inactivity is inexcusable. 
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2. ¥e mast be,prej»ared raentplly and tactically for a change in the 
character of combat when we next gc iato the line for we may encoimter strong 
and "bitter resistance. At some date or place the Gernian may seek to make a 
stand but our constant pressure should greatly hamper him from getting set. 
The main l)0(J.ias following oiir molnile advanpte detachments mast be kept so in : 
hand that they can be employed rapidly in aceerdauce with simple and prepared 
plans, 

3. Speed, not haste, is still the great factor* 




Major General, U.S^ 
Comiaanding. 
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SUBJSCT: Lessors learned in Combat by 34th Infajitry Divisions 



1,. "I^Sssons Lep.rned in Ccunbstg November 7-8 i$42 to September 
1944'S published by F^adqucrters jk.th Ir.fantry Division, is iiereby 
forvjarded for your infonaation and intei-est, 

2..' It should be unfieretood tlmt tfce vaer;s expressed in this 
docuDient, though inters si; iua:, d-o r^ot necessEirily represent on official 
sanction by this ifeadouarters of the principles or doctrines outlined 
therein «. 
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8 Nty/pmber 1912 to 1 , .Sept^aber 

This Bumniary of "Lessona Leerncd in Coffit^'-t"" hf a been TU^itten lij the 
iiien of the 3ii,th Infantry Division F.nd is |)re,santed in their woi^cls, . 

The Bivi^ioc eiite^'ed co::ibat first at ALGimS, n(MT-i AFElCA on 7-8 
November 1942 and el.ements of the Dlviaion were engaged almost continuously 
from that date until th^ Q&rm^n s-uerrender ir May 19A3* Landing in Italy on 
21 September 1943, the Division has been coiuEitted to action in ev^ry major- 
engagement of the canipaign to dale. 

Elements of the Division have been in active coaibat with th© eneiry 
over 400 days since the initial landirgs in Africa and the Division its,^lf has 
been in command of a sector for 330 days, 

' Many of the "Lessons Le>Rrned" are not presented in this sunanaa^y. 
They were lost, unf ortvuiiitely, with the heroes of the Division at AtXilSSlS, at 
FOUDOUK, at Hill 609, at BKIEVEMTO, at the VOLTTJRNO River and MT. PAflTAHO, at 
CASSINO and MZIO, at RaviE, CIVITAVECCHIA, CSGINl, SOSIOKANO, and LIVOfiNO. 




jSajor General, U. S. Array, 
Commanding, 
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T.^LE O F C OKTSMTS 
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1- MantnLjQS^rations, Nn r.ttempt be made to dismiss tactics since 

the basic principles emplo^-ed by Ghfsngia Khan are still in vogye today. 

a. Sho2k_-:i£tion. The prompt foil or/- -up of a shock action by Infantry 
is of parano-unt Importance. 

Major Yh'mFM C. CIIAPJyiH, 133rd Infantry. 

"In rasny in^tancrs cur troops have not taken advantage of 
shock action and it has cost rs many casualties. ' By the teria 
GKOCK ACTION I mean f.rtillery concentx'ations, mortar fire, bomb- 
ing rttccks, tank or TD fire, bazooka fire and hand grenades, All 
I must be f olicmed , sggressively and -vith no delay. .Artl31«ry concen- 
/ trations and barrages ore practi^cally useless unless they are. fol- 
lov/ed closely enougb so tlir^t the rifleman can close with the enemy 
before the enewy front lirr soldier realizes that the flro has 
lifted and runs back to man his runs. In f olloTjing the artillery 
cl.osoly yoi.! may hsve soLie caBi;r.;.ltips from yoiT ovm artillery, but 
in the ]-onr^ run your casi:alties vij.l be much loTTcr, From my exper- 
ience in CASSIKO I learned that the GeriTians Hook up the slack' 
the norrent he found it ??as there. One day at CASS II! to had a 
coordinated attack, planned to f?;et Company "L" across the mr in street 
to !ji:in a foothold on that side of tovm, TarJcs were to fire r. pre- 
paration on knovra and suspoctpd tar^^cts and, as a signal to the 
riflemen that the tanks rere to cease firing, the coirmand tank was 
to fire four rounds in a doorway that was visible to all. Then the 
infantrymen- Iter e to dash across the street immediately and gain 
entrance to the buildin.'^s before the enemy had recovered. However, 
tluo riflemen waited 10 rdnutes before they started and by that time 
the Germans were back on their runs and stopped the attack, Tho^G 
; is no fire more devnstati.ng and morale shattering than veil-direct- 
; ed tank f Iro. At CAGEIHO the Germans knew th- location of my bat- 
talion observation post and tried continually without success to 
knock it out with machine gun, mortar and artillery fire. 

German tanks gave us very little trouble in CASSI'ilO but at 
dawn one morning they drovo up" one Mark VI and started firing at my 
0?. Needless to ssy I xns scared and was sitting in a corner say- 
ing my prayers and ' tryin-: to call th--' artillery, I stayed in that 
corner, too, until fiv.-=- r.iinutes after the Isst round was fired be- 
fore I went back down the trail 7:ith the phone to try to splice it 
on the line. Durin.-' those five minutes the enemy could have come 
in the building and found me in the corner v.'ith very little fight 
left, 

j In GAGSINO the batt.'lion used, on the average, 500 grenades 

I a day. Onr- of our m:;thoaB of advancing was to throw a grenade into 
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a room md tn":n to ,-^et into thn rpoiri ^ith p. '£ormy~gvTi right cftor 
tr:c. ATouadc wont. off.. If- thoro roro any Gcrrams in thr room, those 
v'ho •wf.Tu still alive; '.;crn found. Iring on the floor -d'th no fight 
loft." , : 

' • Stroet Fighting. The uxy.orS oncj of the 34.th Inf.-.ntry ' Division in 
Italj' hap 0'. on tii.:;t \.h;.: cn :rri;;/- dcfonvls toviis and inoorpomtri'-s buildings in'to his 
defense sve-Lghib rienovor poEsibl;... ;-hilo th.j cardinal principle is to bjr-pags 
and cut off tho defonding forces, thr exigoncios of th--,- situation may demand a 
frontal attack. If the latter bo true there is no easy ansiYor to the probloia, 
Tho enemy can only be evicted by hard '■■ork. 

Technical Ser-cant TKT-'ODCRE e. PET':SS0W', 135th Infantry, 

"/ifter oneo enter-;.r.; a village a strong point should be es- 
tablished nith all "-xoiii.tl cl--.)fen8e. In the case of a., platoon you' 
can then send ' out snr iJ r;,r vnitf; from this strong point to I'ieul- 
date other buildings Roar by, ^hile bein-^ covered by fire from 
the strong point. As noon as all buildir.f-;s. in the vicinity havi: 
boon thoroughly cleared 01 the enomy then the platoon' can regroup 
at another strong point --nd continue the ,]ob. This vas the method 
employed by onr Tolatoon i.n. th,-- attack on F.CGIGN'NO and proved to be 
very successful. In this sanio engagement -.70 also found th.r.t tho 
use of tanl's are a- gre.at help in street fighting. A for: blasts 
froir. a 75 into a biii3.d-l.ng v.'i]-l' either kil]. the encny or shake ■then 
up so b;.:dly tliat th...;ir crptixre becoinos quite L..-?,sy provided v/c fol- 
io?/ up clodck-^ O.f course, it m^.s't be rcirif labored that 'tanl-is arc 
very good targets for tj.e ■..noraj bazooka man, and as a result thoy 
must be given adequate protecti on -by the- infantry," 

Sergeant ARTHUR R. :7QR:i^.rI, 133rd Infantry. 

"I am experienced mostly in vi.^ lage. f ighting. The mrdn thing 
is not to miss a house, rne when you go in to take it you. v/ant to 
be certain, not to mi sa a ■^oom, or any other place a person can hide. 
Vfccn ::o-x go up. to a hoe.se you v:ant to go to the side v.h ore there 
are 'tr,e f'e-.-.'est --indo'vs rnd..v;l:;ere you have tho most cover." 

Staff Sergeant IHVIiiC^ C. ZKBOROXKI, 133rd Infantry, 

.■"This" incident took pl-ce In the battle for CAvSSINO around tho 
middle: of February 194^^. I'he-rc- -7cre twenty of us grouped together 
in one building. It's fiui"; to have a friend or two with you, but 
in this case, th.Dro was ya?'z. too many for one building. The build- 
■ ing was shollcjd by the - nut-jr burying all of .us. I was wearing my 
helmet y luckily, at the ti:.:e, -.-hich saved ray life. My friends 
weren't so fortunate. Qf th.; tv.-enty, about one- third got out alive. 

Staff Sergeant FkANCIS V.., ELKIITS, 133rd Infantry, 

"This incident took place in the battle for ESIEVjZNTO around 
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tho ird-Mle of Octob&r 19/i-3. Wn hv.d nlirost cloarod thr toT?n end 
built Our lir.r; nn its northern -fjdr^o,, Sonrhov , Eonicono fp.ilcd to 
roaliac the 'ir^portrinc. o:" n. road block. Karly thn nnzt morning, 
txjo Jerry hajJ' crocks ard ono 2?-' ton truck rollod into tlio iisiddle 
of tor.TL v,dth the intoDtion cf blorrf.ng a hrld.ge^ Tho tr^.ck v/rs 
loaded T,il.h '^ICT^ :,uc>l]7, Jv..r-j ttgs e.s inu^h surprised as v/o -ore, 
so ho rithdrov; -.-.'i Ih h's h..-J.f tricks after vir- cnptiirc-i tho truck. 
In my csticiatio- r-- rr^od rc?-d block uould have prcvo^ntod this and 
if Jerry hp.d docid.-xt to open up, vk> v/ould havs suffered plenty of 
casualtioB," 

Captain REID E. irCFF , 135th Iixfanfcry, 

"Ocntact by Tri Gual ncans or ro.dio is ossontinl in strf^et 
fighting bo t'. -con nits moTin*? throi>jjii toun an ciif;;r^nt sectors. 
At SAN VITT^IKE Gcnp^ny I'l" ^jas held" up A ho-rs by friendly fire 
from Company "K".i' 

Ha J or WAjffiSil C. OHAP,!':?, 133rd Infr^ntry. 

"In discussing stroot fighting in Tt-ily the reader must first 
roalise that mort of tho Italian tc^ztis do not have regular v;g11 
laid out street L , rnd that all tho ouild: np;t arc close tofjoth'jr and 
have thick stone ^^.'■O.ls ard -"su^lly very fe'7 doors sr,^ r.andov:^-! . In 
CASSINO tho Gorr.ans had ovory ■:uilding :'n the lino of our ad/.'.ncG 
fortifiedu Gun cmplacemonts also vjort camouflagod in pil oj.' 
rubble) presumably cro-atoc. by our ov.'n rrtill-ry and tarb; fire. Tholr 
firoe rere v.-ell planTiCd and coordinatod £;o that .;;ach gun Vv'ae covered 
by anothor. 

To gain our first foothold in the torm vo used smoko and tanks 
supportsd by irifantry. Tho -j rb'antry under unobsorvod flro romovod 
mines and filled in anti-tank ditches to assist the advance of tho 
tanks. On pai'unp; the :r'ir3t foothcid a'o got the men in buildings 
and consolidatod our position o rixt parti cu!!ar attention to getting 
baaookns :n largo nur.bo.'s piaood in tho r.ost fora^ard positions. 
Gorman tanks ±u this sector h -d boon giving us trouble, but tho 
Garr.an armor didn't notrar us in CASSINO bccai.;sc; wo had so irany 
liazcokcS roll for-^ard, Tho baEoolr' proved to be a very ci^fcctivo 
T/oapon in street -'iglitin;;-. It ra& tho scuad Ir-adcrs' direct firo 
artillery and rdth vjry little instruction and experionoc can bo 
filled r.dth surprising nai-aar-c:/. Since, all doors and lov.'or ?;indov's 
T7crc covered by fir.-, d:z tine b r:o had to make other entrances to 
thosG buildings through thick stone ".-alls, ir tanks could be maneu- 
vered to shoot hc.i:.:s in those v.rlls, it was! done,. Othor'..'ise, the 
bazooka T.:as U3'' d. one iv.Etar.co it took nine rounds to got a hole 
big enough to go through, eftcr an entrmco was found or nado a 
grenade always preceded th.; iiif antrym.an into the roori if there vras 
any possibility of QerK'.ens '-e-ing there. In caso,'^ where a house 
could not bo aoproached, tarlc fire was used to level the building 
to tho ground. Of coui'sc, thi^ gave th.. Germans some wonderful 
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rubble, piles to build cpmovdlrgnd oniplaccmcnts but they lost the 
overhead aovnr for nptUlcrj^ rnd Tuortar fire„ Wo also used an 8" 
houitsiGr on soiiio buildings, .1^ can. bo fired --/ith precision and 
changes as small as ten yards c^n be mrde so X70 used it on targets 
uithin 50 yards of orr ov.n troops. Wo called it sniping xvith an 
8" ho^^j, Mortc.rs ^'cre not too effective agr.inst the buildirigs and 
were used mainly to h-rrLSs and interdict pcths. 

Snipers vorc jriployed freely by .both sides and soinetiines I 
am inclined to t'r.inlv th^t the G-emians had more success than \ie did. 
During the lulls our' men got careless and becr-rae excellent targets. 
On the beachhead at ANZIO the opposite seemed to hold true. ' 

In the house-to-house fighting or' room-to-'roora-. fighting most 
of the men preferred the; Tommy-gun and because of its size prefer- 
red the carbine to th^- rifle for v;orIcing in close quarters. For 
defense, machine fjuns, bcith light and hea^^, and BAR'S i.7ero plf^ced 
rrith the for-'ar.i elements. 

:",Tncn 1.70 were in CASSINO the nights were very dmS* ' so little 
offensive action T:as attempted. At times ?/e \';ould have a voi^ 
limited objective of say the next house. In many cases 'No Man's 
Land' consisted of about a 10-yard space between two houses; this 
i*;as ideal for playing catch -.7ith grenades, A grenade that explodes 
on' impact could have been used, At night i7e i70uld make readjust- 
Tsients, relief's, bring; up supplies, and evacuate killed and Tjoundod, 
The h.r.nd carry v;as on].y about 200 yards. Except in the most forward 
positions movement vra.s comparatively safe, 

had no 3''^0 radios at this time and the 536 was useless but 
.::o used sound pov-'cr phones to all platoons and outposts, Wire uas 
being knocked out contirual?.y by artillery and mort.ar fire so line- 
men and runners r/ero kept busy," 

c. Counterattack . 'Svorj soldier actively engaged against the Gorman 
Army knows its method of counterattack late in the afternoon to disorganize our 
forces preparatory to executing a v;ith?.lra-i7al mdcr: the cover of darkness. The 
principle of * counterattacking the counter attack' has been evolved in the Divi- 
sion v;ith excellent results. 

Captain RICH/^RD H. GTjG/iRS, 135th Infantry. 

"In numerous incidents uc have boon too slovj in taking advan- 
tage of our enemy. One of these timns vjas in the vicinity of 
GAr.ffO LEONE, Italy. Tho situation had been stabilized by quite a 
number of German infantry and tan'ks and had b£:en in approximately 
the same position for 4B hours. During that time there yrcre heavy 
exchanges of artillery and mortar fire plus machine gun and sniper 
fire ivhenever a soldier exp'Osod himself. 

Just at dusk on the second evening Jerry had decided he had 
taken enough punishment (as v.^e learnc:d later) and made a ijithdrawal. 
The general method that ho usee to thror; us off balance is to make 
ti70 or three small attacks acconpaniod by much artillery. This 
particular evening he hit us ivith tr.'o simultaneous attacks each 

- U- 
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conposcd of cpproximt.-ily ono plr.toon of infnntry nnd one tank. He 

drove in our outposts ^nd tho onovj infantry came right to oiir MR 
before it V/-1.G stopped, Th-n ho ii.ir.odintely uithdrcv; out of the 
zone of our defensive fires. The whole operation did not take 15 
niuutes nt the ujost. The confitsion r.nd excitement thn.t follows 
cvoi-y rttack bv the cncnrf ucb intensified by the darkness, and, 
nocdlres to say, it -ma nt this time that the enemy oorpleted his 
T/ithdraii'el. In spite of em' ccntinur.l heav^^ hrrrissment tho Germans 
i~r.n-.gid to take ell their equipment and rrour/ded "ith thon, although 
th^y left -bout 100 dead on tho field. 

At the time the battalion had alro^'^dj'" coi^irdtted its reserve 
^nd due to tho strenuous fightin?^ in the ].ast fe;? days v.'e were un- 
able to reorganise end pi;rsuc the enemy iTith a night attack v/hich 
T.'ou-ld h"ve accorplished tv.*o iriisEionG, l^irst accompllBhinorLt -.-jould 
bo the capt'jrinfT of L'luch ground with the minimuin amount of effort 
duo to the disor.g: ri^irteon of the onemy. Second, we a-ould h-wo 
denied hint the opport'-nity of cstr-blishinij .another defense lino. 

I believe the c-o.l^ition of this is prior planning by battalion 
and regincntal co-nmrindere. Keepinff in mind the possibilities of 
this type of cneny a.ction, eopirn-'^nders should hold a resex"re end make 
tho necessary daylight recciaral Esanco, Much can be rccomplished to 
insure the success of tYr- c type of actior by training in tho com- 
pany night attack. It shouM b-r orph^. sized tliat sm'^'ll groups 'must 
attack a -liinitsd ob j cctive ;.ljr.'.:;ltr.noo"asly and reorganise into their 
company organization upon reaching the objective, Thrro often are 
not rTjoufjh trained meri c-ipablo of guiding groups across Etran,^-;e 
ground and of recognlzin;- their objective in the dark. Conser^ueut- 
ly, tho fev: won that are capable have to do most of the fighting 
for Q company \7hila the- rest of the unit cokics along in a column of 
tivos, each man keeping so close to the m'^n in front of him thr.t ho 
etops on his haels for fear that he and all the men behind hirn r.dll 
get lost if he breaks contact." 

I::aJor FRED H, LIFFUCGI, 135th Infantry, 

"It i.s reccr:mcnded that irjriodiatoly folloedng any such spoil- 
ing attacks the enory be pursued vigorously cither by passiJOg 
through the disorganized assaulting troops vjlth a reserve or by a 
rapid reorganization. This, I bolievo, v.'ill enable us to pass 
through, in, or '•iround the retreating enemy forces ■■■^.nd adll prevent 
hii.i fron ostablisiiing hinseJif on a now tcrrri.in f o-'.t-iiro , Such 
rt/backs made by this rogimcat in the vicinity of ROSIGKANO resulted 
in our troops v/alkicg tfcrowgh th'- enemy position and establishing . 
thoKsolvoo upon thi:: high ground to the enemy rear v:ithout svJ'fering 
one casualty, v-hc;roas it had been arapossiblc to grin any ground 
v.hatsocvor during thr- hours of lig!-t." 

d, I^Iountain Warf a re invclvne no new basic principle g "hd in nost in- 
stances in Italy has not required srecial troopr^. It does require gone spceial 
equipment - particularly v-armer cletring -nd light \,'o?apons. The extremely 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

difficult tcrr-in 'r.covntcrocl in th r^ount^ina reqi:!iro0 non to imdcfgo c;> 
trono h-rdsbip rnd ncc-^asit'itcG top phyDic-l cc?ndition. 

accond Li-uton-nt E'WI^l :^ :7;r:r, K^th Infantry. 

"The B'tt-lion roc::ivcd th- mission of taking Mt. PANTANO r,nd 
_ holding ib. It -"•s to b:: dr.v.-r.'. r;tt.?.ck. H7 oxplnn&ticn vdll str.rt 
"■'.rtur t;:-;j ob.p ctivn h-^.d b-^cn, tr^Von, 

Inportr,nt .f-.ct^ obp-:rv-.d ri.'t-;r ob,-ieotivc? h.^'d bcei^ tnkons 
. (r.) Arr-nunition '.-/as very liritcd, especia.l3y hcnd grcn-.d.-.f; due 
to tho fact th-t clinibin,- '.id hrv.oh cuses the r.cn to lose tboin. 

(b) Food rns not n. r^a.jor iton b":cni.iso m-^ n h"d no dcfsxrc to 
or.t in -lar^'-- ci;^ntitic3 ;;hii ■ f:^ghting.- 

. (c) Water E'jpply xrr.^ v...r^.'" linjt...d due to lo.ck of vr'^.tjr c-.ns 
in er.ch c or.p.-'.ny , ■ 'i'^ny --.-ound.jd Kon n':.>.ded v.r-r.ter for ii&dicil trcr.t- 
mont . 

(d) I-.kdic. J. 3i3Fpii'-P ■..-•TO ^'ory lirnitcd di.iG to tlic fact the 
torrrin nrs very rorgh -nd thf: Aid -Hen and forvi'ird 'vid station 
Tjhich Yir.s on. the hi]l had carried Icoc than usual. The bi?j problcri- 
in this line v;ap littor bcarors. The tir.c oBtlmtnd to evaciia/oo c. 
patj.ont from th-: jrovnt.-:.: n vr:3 -.bout two pr^ticnts per litter squ-d 
per day, Thirsforo, m--,irj r.ou T.'srG tikon fron rifle companies, v.hich 
v/caken^Dd oiir'line. 

(e) RescT'/e Sv-pport - The obicctivo v:a_s alrost lost due to the 
lack of prop^ir re(;or:na;u_ G^no': before starting; on the Piission, Yfc 
B^:onld have- had larjjor inc 1.; mnx:s '-nd noro nape por company. The 
fact -as there v.'ura PM.;-- nor,:: onorfiy behind tho objective tbrn os- 
tirnrted. In this type o\ torr-iin enemy arc concealed and exact 
pov/er is never kno'./n until close contact is gained, 

Onf observed f'-'clt ..hich v-"S never corrected on this mission 
\T",s the use of machin^; guns. The hfjavy -.rGaponr, company shovild 
j-,],-.7rys have; 0ufi'icit:ut Tri;:e.nG for transporting t^'icir heavy vj-capons. 
In this Fission mnlo? a'cu^.d h-^ve '>'en the answer. If there is no 
neans of transporting p.)ons cxcent to -carry thpm, then tho heavy 
i.'or.pons • company shovlJ ch'-n^o over f xon p-jr.tor cooled gutis to the 
light naoliino gvns fiuch ap the rifle oompnaies hf -.ve . When tho bat- 
taiion is on the defcn:;ive in Kiountain terrain then hcavj^ guns might 
be U3Cd aaain. 

The b-'.ttallon S-.4 choi'ld h.-v-j one light nr^- chine gv^i per cott- 
panj- o]'i h-nd "t all tincG, Many -^ro lost due to onoiny r.ction. 

The ob,p.ctivo vas t,;k;.n eith very littl.- rosietance. This n-rs 
due to a surprise attack -nd the enemy vrero not in their ponitionc. 
About an hour after ob.vjctive -.".n reached, and secured, the enei.'gf 
counterattacked to rege^in the ^ronnd btit fail.ed* They then \;i"th- 
drov; to the base of the hill and r/e soon received an artillery bar- 
rage folloYjcd by mort-.r fire. They tlien tried to regaii'. thrdr lost 
ground, continuing their -.ttacke seven different tteos during the 
day on the sane part o-f o-iir, ?^ine. 

Wo alroct lost our objective for several reasons: Lack of 
amiaijnition and he.nd grenades and feJ.].iire of ccimunications to the 
artillery. For night vOrk on - rountain, it is .very irportanf to 
have flares, 
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Aftor "11 ri.ttr.cks h'-d f - ilrd for the- onerxT in this Gector, they 
tried to out-f Inr^I-c tlio nozt i-^ount-i.in -nd th-:n put nnchino fjun ?.nd 
observed' nortor fire on oui- side of the' hill. It is noccssrry, 
therefore, to ■.'.ilvrnvE; h.-v'; ncjnrioetf^nr; files uith --.11 fl'^.iik units and 
close cont;;ct. 7!c had such Rer-t':.ot on this mission," 

First Sergeant GERALD J. ORKGCH, 135th Infantry. 

"3^ou cannot s^okc very often es yorn' ednd becomes cut. 
The nef;;loct of the feet lo-ds to trenchfnot. The sockfi h.^ve 
to be didcd, if poenible, -.ijd ch-^n^cd; Even though the shoe G .-.re 
dr.nip or v;ot, dry socks -.rid the feet dried hy rubbing • vjolx ivith a 
to-./ul pnd ni-.se-.-ging v.,'ith h-.nc.E, foel Kuch Det tor nd ■ blood eircu- 
l;ites rgein th-Lis t'^king the cold -nd p~in ourt of then. 

I'leT? nen or replacements ."re the persons v.ho hrvc the iriost 
trouble. 

The clothing, vh-.m eret, eho-'jld bo T/rung out for a d-.trip piece 
of clothTing is net ne-ir e;;; miecr-ible --nd disco;nf orting o. eoeking 
i7ot piece, ' ' 

For the bed, instead of lying on the cold, damp- ground, you 
cc.n gather up dry le.:>.Vuti, Gtra',;, long grass or ca:^xre<Jera upon yhich 
ble.rkets can be plricod. This koops the cold from- penetrating the 
body thus causing achuii j-.nd p-.ins '"nd cases of rheum ■■.tisr;!." 

Corporal OKARLZS WI^^ y, 135th Infantry. 

Technician Fifth Grade IinLD C, HILLEGTAD, 1.35th Infantry. 

"In the handling of mulles in the mountains, they shoiold never 
be rushed -ehore the going ij tough. The mulo vdll usually slip 
and fall, upsetting the v/holo load. 

During one oxj^-erienci; of this kind, Yra v.'ero taking a tfiulo 
train across a r.uddy etretch of ground '.vhich, at one tiao, had eeen 
r. corduroy road, •fi'tartirg 'across at a huriri' d- pace, a number of 
the imxjxB iTcre pushed off. t'K' road and became rdrcd resulting in 
rauch time being lo^t in reloading and getting under way," 

First Lieutenant mR-^^TBS f . "^ILEON, 133rd Infantry. 

"Cf all th- lessons learned on tho field of coTnbat, e-ch only 
emuha.sizeE the tsadhiiigg -found in the -field iranunls. Every tir.c a 
cardin.'.l I'ulc '".■ae broken a casualty resulted, ■ " , 

During one phase- of -the nounta.in fighting wy platoon dug-in 
in the vicinity o'^ rA nroninf;nt trail ;unc'bion. That evening Jerry 
threv- some 170 ''s at that trail .-junction. My platoon suAfe""cd three 
casualties. Results could have been ivorso, Locson learned - avoid 
ae ruoh -u- 'poEsible all prcninent land ni-^rks, \:h±cb Jerry night have 
'zeroed in', such ar cross reads, ti-.-Al -^.nd road yenot ions , ' main 
EXreaii beds, and the like. ' ' ., " ^' ' 

In mountain fighting, .Terrj nine tines out' ^of ten-, 'gets vp hLs\ 
rachlno iguns to co'-rii.nd -trail -deep r;:;ullies --nd ravines. By 'ridmg 
the ridgce' these points of resiet-.nce may be outflanked a:id v;iped 
out." ■ ' 
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Technical Gorgfinnt ELDOr F. 3Yf;.N, 135tb Inf-ntry. 

"If the tcrr'>in is espcci'^ll-'- steep r.nd the going complicrtod 
by z Eiuddy tr.-.il, the non r,ro 'r.t to lose contact. This especially 
applies to vTe^-'.pons platoons -nd conpnnieg. Unit conmndors should 
tako into consideration hxiran limit- tlons on snch difficult nica-chos 
as these." 

Q, I'^I lf^ht Attack . Extreinely difficult to carry out, a night attack is 
nevertheless tht. only :^iothod -assured of roGi^'^n'^.ble success across open c^'omid and 
against the Oerr:; n iri-^.sters c>f terrain. The Division, once battle soasonod, has 
ali^ays preferred this type of atta.ck t^idor the abo\^e circumstances, but each man 
queried onphasizes the necessity for strict control to lessen the possibility of 
lost contact .Tet^-een attacking elements. Attack plans must be the essence of sim- 
plicity. Masterly conceived double envelopnents gonorally only result in friendly 
forces shooting up each other. 

Lieutenant Colonel JOE L. BCIHINE, l68th Infantry. 

"The points concerning the rifle battalion conducting nigh.t 
operations v;e have in nziA are as follows: 

(a) Attack on a very n'-rrovr frontage, 

(b) Use of Autoinatic vfcapons. 

(c) I'.;ine Fields. 

(d) Copjr.unications, 

F/o have found it sor.etimos advantageous to launch a night 
attack in a coluiTi of conp-.nics. Kiis method has been quite ef- 
fective when the; regiment had been stopped in daylight attacks, and 
after the eneny opposition had received a puiiineli.ng frora o''ar rxtil- 
lery, cannon --.nd mortar fire during the daylight attack. A specific 
oxanple of this tj^pe of attack \r s the action of the battalion 
against LANUVIO. The brttalion forired up at night, moved off using 
a road as its guiding axis for advance, shouldered its Tjay through 
opposition to the high ground in back of LANUVIO before daylight. 
The action caught the encry by surprise, and by rapid deplojnTiont, 
v;o -?oro able to button np the objective and hold it while other 
friendly troops mopped up and moved into position to continue the 
advance upon RQi'ffi. 

Another example of this battalion using the sam.c method oc- 
curred in its night action against COLLE ALBARTI (high ground oast 
of LCEa?ZAI'IA), Priefly, thc'situation for this action was as fol- 
lo-;s: The 3rd Battalion, l68th Infantry Regiment had been stopped 
in its attack on LCEENZANA by enemy opposition located in LORENZAHA 
and the high ground on COLLE ALBERTI. In this instance the battal- 
ion -gain attacked in a column of companies, shouldering its way 
through to the objective, catching the onoriy by surprise and at 
daylight buttoning up the ob,v ctivo. The critical time for both of 
these attacks nas th^t period vjhcn loading elements of the battalion 
had reached the objectiv ; - nd organized a rapid deployncnt to mop 
up the enemy that h-d b.:.;-;!: b"-p".ssod or that might be located in 
r-.ny direction. Upon the I'irst rays of sunlight the battalion 
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•vigoroTisly stcrtod its mop-Tip action^ catching mr^rvr oncTny by stir- 
prisG .".nd (;cnip]c-;.-:,v bo^-lldorcd. The point v-o vish to brin^ out 
is thr.t by r.tt,- eking on a vory n.-rror; frontage ^nd in a column of 
compr.nies rjc ivore .abls to covg up reqiilred strength to dispose of 
enemy opposition encountered, or to push it .-.side and contiime on 
to tho objectivG. The foriDr.tior is e-isy to control, hns greet dapth 
in the att;-.ck, nnd, evi^n though encny ara by-passed, the complete 
surprise and bev;llder::iGnt of the enemy v;hen Y/aking up in thn norning 
and finding thci-o is opposition surrounding thon, Gspoci'lly in 
their rer.r, is highly denoralising, with tho result th-t the enemy 
has Kurrendorcd v.dthout too nuch of r. fire fight. The successful 
attack on COLLE ALSERTI enabled tho 3rd B,".ttr.lion to t-ke its ob- 
jective, the toTOi of LuRENZAll", and for* the regiment to continue 
on tornrds ita regi/'iontal ob.]€ci;ive. 

Wg believe, by f:'>rperience, a ^^ood rule to follov; is to so plan 
your night noven.onts th-t they include attachment of at least one 
heavy E'^chine gxm platoon to the company. It is highly important 
to got your automatic v/oapons in early ^nd keep them in late, ' Mor^ 
tars sho\ild be in place so that they can fire at da.T.-n and if neces- 
sary, to fire at dark oven t'loiigh they have had to displace to an 
entirely nerj position during the night. Ttortars can succescf ully be 
fired from map dat.a ilthout actual observation. The cannon conrpany 
and artillery should be read^v to firo by nap data even though they 
cannot observe. If the firo of thj mortars, cannon company and 
artillery is ready on call to bj laid vjell in front of the objective 
and aaproaches on the flank, counterattacks by the enemy vdll be 
broken up before they ever get started,, Again the critical time 
to have all this map dat- properly coordinated and ready for use is 
during that mop- up period just preceding full daylight. 

The best 1-id pl-.nn of nice -^nd non often run agaft noTj and 
then* fiine fields ar.d baoby traps gometimcs cause many changes in 
a preplanned night operation. An attack seldom progresses exactly 
as planned; therefore, you m.ust have flexibility. You absolutely 
cannot blindly disregard mine fields. You must probe and try to 
got around, avoid the rainos if possible, fJhoji there is no other yjay 
out they must be removod, Romoval of mines in the dark at night is 
not a simple little task, Amm.unition and Pioneer Platoon personnel 
and engineers vr'th proper equipinent are sometimes absolute neces- 
sities, Som,etir.ii-js the -nsrer to the problem is to have speci-^lly 
trained men vdth the companies. 

Let us again point out that the attack on a very narrov? front- 
age, shouldering your v;ay through, so to speak, is perhaps one; of 
the best methods of passlrig through a mine field, Sometir os civil- 
ian partisans have proven invalmble for the location of mine fields, 
A specific cxar,plG of this v;a£! the battalion's night operation in 
establishing a bridgehead across the CECIUA River to the north of 
IMTESCUDAIO,' Italy, The bcittalion's first operation vms to S"/eep 
the south side of the bank clear of. enemy and this was accomplished 
previous to midnight. Civilians' living in the area informed us of 
mine fields in the river banls:, in the river and surrounding network 
of roads. Patrols carofuJ.Iy investigated and marked approaches 
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battGlion, loss ono cospanyj^ tji© r.ble to cross the river, establish 
road blocSca nnd aocnre hi^ givywd to 1ihe iiciirtti (^if the iriver , Other 
olomonts of the reglrjcnt t/erc ^ibla io pass throu:^ Jt^.prf to . 
daylight nijd qootiutje tjif nttac*^^ . , ^ 
/ Th^, heart and jiuls© s^3^ro^Jliaing : nil 'alght Qiseratians we Hcive bad 

i/ to dr.te is qoErianleeticin* Jfe b^liev© In lising plenty' of wire nnd 
l/f having the frout^Hna eJociGnts acting ^ro as -they progress* This 
may tttke a little more tlr^^ but the p^rerall . advantage -gained, we 
believe, meJces for a speedi^er ftad wre sqbcesdfiO. cj^ a 
ivhole^" 

Captnin FR/JJK M. GOCKETT, l68th Jtifantry. 

^It is iny belieS;, and others share the edme opinion, that some 
raon are cfral^ of the (Jorfc, fo be left n lose and lost is nerve ; 
breaking. 

To eetabliJi, confidence in personnel, sttall grdt^is should , start 
out into the hlll^ xmfoariLliar to -yaea aai i3adlvldut.Ily be sent back 
to a diffecrent place. This will ndt only instill ebnfiderico in men 
but will tEsln them In *rowBiing iq?' all th^ dfetolls that mrke for 
individual training*" 

Captain W1LLI^.M H» HiWHIS, l68th Inf antry^ 

"About the agth of June in the vicinity df MONTEVIRDI, Italy, 
fifteen xaesi and oaa off ic^ firpm Cojnparor "A" had: rtin ihto a fire 
fight v*lle Qttotgptijog to establiish a road blodt 1500 yirde to the 
nortli. The road blojulc TOS held off and l^he ofTicer tTOtaided. 

During the i£tght Company me given tb:^ ytssion of clearing 
the way for the road block, rrA passing on to ^ hill 1500 yaicds. be- 
yond. We had G heavy mohine gttn platoon and Wo eui^es to the road 
block. It Tjae noce^0sary.tp move f^orward ih a single file, and stay 
closed ijp. The reason tHBlng, the . terrain was ver;"- roio^, thicfc 
undergrovith and aitches prevailing. Several times it ras nece^garjr 
to hrlt, and wait for thr company to closo 155, The Trerpbnb platcKOT 
and mohine guws tjore near, the front, I«felt that the rest coijld' 
keep 155 with "ttieir progress. Tbo only way to^knpw vAion there was a 
break was to check back by voice along the colimn, or ivhen the t'Qn^ 
pr.ssed ^Xf^ word to wait we know thore had been a break. We T:ere about 
f oin? and- one-holf hows covering, the distance to the road block. 

Points I learned from this: 

(a) If possible sea the ground in, dryllght. before moving over 
it, ...... . . 

(b) If TTorfclng from mrps, a 1/25000 Is much better than 1/50000, 

(c) It Is necossary to allow aisple time, 

(d) The must keep oontact rdth the front,. 

(e) It lie hardly possible in heavy uBderbru^ to put out flank 
security without lSH»l»g it* 

<f) The ,5316 ifQdio works: well, in some spots; in others it w>rk« 

very poorly," 
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Second- Lieutenant SAKTO La BSLL-A, 135th Inffintry. 

"I tras ordered to -ittrsck , r. cortain hill ydth my platoon r.t 
daylight,- The terrain v;r>8 widc-t open. We hnd no qover ;7hatsoever. 
The ©neBQT nllo-ved riy pl'.toon to proceed about half wny across 'tho 
valley floor, then opened vip \;lth raortars, artillery, machine gun 
and 20rjn fire, I-fy. plr.toon dispersed, I lost control and the pla- 
toon vms, scatterod "until dark. 

When attacking '".n objective, if there isn't any covered route 
approaching the objective, the attack should be held off until dejck.f 

Sergeant GSCHGS- P/iPRCS,: 135th Infn.ntry. 

"Thr' success of night attacks depends on the individual soldier 
maintaining contact and coriplete siD.ence on moving up." 



First Lieutenant -JIKMIE NCETH, 135th Infantry, ■ i ^" 

"A heavy ^--nceiitration of smr-.ll arins fire is deraoralizin^ct 
night. If you can get a man to pull the trigger, the sotind ox'his 
rifle and the rifle on. the right and on the . left ■will give him 
suffieiont confidence to pull him right up to the objoctive," 

f. River Crossings . The '34th Infantry Div^-sion has made four success- 
ful aajor river crossingsTTThree over the VOLTUfiKO, and one over the R.'iPIDO), 
Careful planning, thorough reconnaissance, surprise, and night attacks all played 
their port in the success of these operations. 

Captain FR.'JJCIS J. KEKIOK, l63th Infantry, 

"On October 13, 1943, the battalion had the mission to cross 
the VOLTIBNO River and secure the high .ground irainediatoly to the 
lorth. This mission ^TO3 given to -the battalion coramanding officer 
throe days prior to the attacic so he could make his reccnnclssance, 
Inmedlately after recoi^'lng these orders the battalion comianding 
officer made hie rccornaissance of the objective and then took his 
GOT:^D.ny crimnandln.t^ officers to the CEP to observe and study the ter- 
r-ain. H© did thiB in r^ir^jle time so that the company comnjiders 
could talce their platoon loaders to the OP and plan their attack. 

On these "nights previous to October 13, the battalion coiaraand- 
ing officer- had recohnaissnnce of the river bed made by tv;o off icert" 
and six enlisted men, these nights the mission waS: to find a 
crossing for th::' Infantry and tho losatlon to sot \xp epme stspport- 
ing v/oapons^ Bljitm mortars, hersvy .machi-ne guns, etc, ' , , 

These night reconnaissances found the location for the sup- 
porting -vTeapons and also decided the best place to croes the river 
uas at tbo most unlikely spot, this being the deepest uator and 
the . highest banks. They had found tha.t all the beet crossing spots 
were .covered' by enemjr automatic, artillery and mortar' firb^ 

To make the crossing at the plac6 chosen the engineers were 
needed to clear a lane on this side and string a rope across the 
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riv&r. On October 12, tho bnttallon coir.n^nding officer wr.s 

given the H-Hoot rnd C".llod rJJ officers to a meeting and shoi?'-:?d 
th;-m reriril rhotos, maps nnd fin".! plnns of n.ttr'.ck. 

Irinodl''tely after d.-irk on October 12, 194-3 the reconnaissancG 
group st-rtcd for tbr; river. Uith then ^rc the engineers and 
supporting T/eapons. They hn.d thr supporting vraapons placed and dug 
into position and these v.'eapons along v.dth riflemen covered thf; re- 
connc.issanco gro\3.p and engineers ■V7hile they str-ung the rope across 
the river. All this action v/as completed by 2A^'^ hours and vdthout 
being heard or observed by the onepgr. 

The H-Hour v;as 0215 and the attack v;a.s to be preceded biy a 15» 
minute artillery b'lrrage. At 1200 hours, the battalion moved to the 
river bank and vrs in position by 013'^ hours, to start the attack in 
a column of conrpanius in a colunn of platoons. 

At 0200 hours the artillery barrage started and the leading 
platoon moved slorrly across the rivrr. Although the artillery shell 
Ttere landing on the opposite bank close to the river it was decided 
to take that risk and gain s'urprise on the enemy. 

Every man, dorm to the private, kner; the situation and his 
mission r-hen once on the other side of the river. Although there 
\7as mine fields, dug- in automatic vreapons covering thr banks of the 
river the battalion v.-at; on its objective before daylight and the 
only casualty was one ^an killed by m.achine guJi fire. 

In my opinion tMs success was due to a good study of the 
terrain, detailad reconnaissance of the river on both sides and the 
use of sand tables so that every man knev: daily the situation. YJith 
'any of the above missing I'm almost sure the crossing vrould not have 
Tjorked so smoothly as it did mth so fov casualties. 

On the night of November 1, 1943, the battalion commanding 
officer was told that his battalion --"S to be prepared to attack, 
in 3 days, across the VOLTIJRNO River and secure the toi.Ti and high 
ground in the vicinity of S. imiA OLI\^TTO. 

That same night he took his company commanding officers and S 
enlisted men dov.m to ti-^e river b-^nk to make a- roconnaissanco. This 
reconnaissance \7as to find r shallow crossirg for the troops and to 
SCO the objective. On the morn'.ng of November 2, the battalion 
coranc.nding officer v;as told that H-Kour uas pushed up and the at^ 
tack i70uld t-^JcG pl"ce at 22^00 hours November 2, 

/,t lA'^O hours, November 2, 1943, tho' b'lttalion commanding of- 
ficer had a meeting vith all officers and shoT/ed them an aerial 
photo and maps of his pl-.n of attack. It \7aBn't practical for a 
reconnaissance to actually observe the terrain duo ta oneriy obser- 
vation. 

At 2000 hours the battalion moved to a forvrard assembly area 
and hold up uhile the company,'- commanding officers took tho platoon 
loaders to the rivoi* bank and shorrod fAi&m their ob:iectivoQ, At 
24-00 hours the artillery started -^nd troops moved across the river 
in a coluinn of companies in a column of platoons. 

On reaching the opposite b^.rk the commanding officers took up 
an attr.ck formation and started for the high ground. To reach this 
objective the troops had to cross amO yards of flat ground dotted 
here and there adth orchards. 

- 12 - 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



The le.'^d pl-.toon lordrr d- ctdcd to use ".n orchr.rd to conccr.l 
his novomont an'i v.-hori thee/ rorctKid the conter of it, sonio ono stop- 
ped on a series of aines. Of this pl-itoon nil NCO's -.vero soriotisly 
v/oundcd, or killed, v/lth the plr.toon lender r. litter cr.so; rpproxl- 
nately 8 lU'-n came oiit unsc^.thod. 

The f ollovfing plr.toon then took tho l-.-^d -nd rnoved i^roiird to 
the left of the ornhnrcU This plntoon :".lso rnn into nines r-ounding 
the plitoon lopdtir fid scvor-l. rnen. 

The third pl?;toon in line thon took the lo^d ",nd s'Timg cvj-y 
from th".t -rer. moving in <-: utde circle -^.nd nfter moving approximate- 
Ij- 1000 yards this platoon nlso ran into mines, \TOnnding th.. pln- 
tcon lerder, killin;? tl-ie conpnr^- 'cor.:nr.nding officer and rround .d 
and killed moro Ken. 

;,t this point, r:h".t v/rs left of tho assault company reverted to 
battalion reserve and another eon:pax^ took tho lead, Thoy svruj'g 
to the right and again onGountertid lainr s ii;oimding 3 officers and 
several enlisted men. It iTac then decided to pull back a little 
and try to get through on the left, but onca more the lead platoon 
ran into mines, wounding more enlisted men. 

The battalion commanding officer saw that daylight rras not 
far off and decided to drr.i:: bv.ck and try another route far off to 
the luft. In thie area tho batt'ilion moved to the base of the ob- 
jective and came under rpachine gim fire, I7hen tho machine gun vras 
heard a sigh of rc-liof v'ont through' all the men as they knor; that the 
battalion had cleared the mined area and vras started up into high 
ground. 

The battalion continued up the hill in the face of this machine 
gun and mortar fire '■^.nd scoured Its objective, capturing 15 enlisted 
men and 1 officer. The reason the battalion attack vms so fierce 
'i7as that all raon a'sre anxioii.s to be on the high ground and get into 
the enemy's position, for they kneT: there tjeren't 'rny mines there. 

The opinion v;as that if v:e had had more time to prepare for the 
attack, patrols could have foTT-dtho mined areas and marked them, 
Wc could have then ,had some lanss cleared by the engineers and L St 
P platoon or had eone trnks precede us with the infantry following 
in the tank tracks, ^Cith'the nlned area cleared the battalion could 
have saved many of the casiialtios that vie received," 

First Lieutenant GEORGE. C. CSIACE, l6?,th Infantr;'. 

"Ar,:proximato]y five days prior to actual operation, the of- 
ficers vjcre notified th'^t thi- I>attalion v'ould force a crossing of 
tiiu VCLTURNO River Southeast of the team of CAJAZZO and seize the ' ■ 
high ground Y.-st- of GAJ'.ZZO. Sver;.r officer in the -battalion was 
taken fora-ard to the high ftrour.d over- looking the ground over w-hich 
the battalion was to opurate, ^'o. all' familiarized ourselves as w6ll 
as possible with the terrain, , 

A number of patrols were sent do?;ri to the ^ river to determine 
such things as depth, speed of current, river bottom, height of 
river banks and to try to loc-;:.to eneiny positions., , 
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out from its bivouac ar&s: et dusk ].2 Octobor end jnovod int-^ a rear 

Essombly aroa. Hero the offrlcc^rs chocked their nien and Gquip:oicn-b 

for E-uch thing-s that p/^- tci;- to a night opor^tioK. Radios i/^ro 
chG&hod .'iIbo, 



^■o pi-' - '^f ':'^:t",ck \"t.3 for "A" Conipn,ny, follor-cd by "G" and 
'"I"' Cor.;T.^rii^,o to n:ikz the :i-^in of fort. ''E'' Company ms. to cross 
:;pp-:>ozi2\;.tel7 gor^ yards S^^st of battjlion and crcato a disturbr.noe 
to decoiYe the onor;5% if tlwy coi:ld mr-kc the crossinsi ail rii/ht^ ■ 
'ho;; --orG to srring loft ^ind join the battalion. If not, thoy vero 
to prJ-i beck vnd cross vrhcro the rest , of the battalion hcd cros-od. 
Gov:. -II - "If, 3rd B;^tta]ion, l6f?th Infantry v^as to sijpport the at- 
tc;c:-- from prevlorsly sc-loct-jd positions. 

fbo Srd B.\tt?.jior! s on our rifjht flank, BotT7oon om- left 
i'loafi: ., nd th.j 3rd DivXEion thorc v.-o.s a gap of approximo.tcly one 

The arti "ilcr;.'' concontratiunc vrorc to bo lifted 100 yards 
'^Y.jry ffvo ndnutf-s. 

The cTosi^ing r.-fig to be nado ""ith the assistance of infantry 
.'ssault boats. As it tiirnod ort, thoso boats iToron't nocosEaryj as 
it -.7f.-iQ f oimd that tho river couM be forded. 

Onco the river -/-..s crostod tho coTHpanios v'oro to foirior: ?;n 
azia-ath to a prcdosignr.t :d I'am houpo, vrhich rrs an csBcmbly point. 
The o.V'tac>: to -the his^'h groi-U'rl to contimjc! fros! there. 

At 0200 .hours, t!:c b'.:tt=:li'.n Kovod ont Tvith "A" CoHpni^r 
loading. The -ct-url crca-irg "r.V: -sdo rith little difficiAlty. Tho* 
battc.llon did rocoi'v'-o sonic; rii xo and riJichino gun fire, .but it did 
not seriously haipp-or tho croscdng, "B" Company v;aE ablo to cross 
and Joined tho ■ hattrf lor o.£ rl.-'-.nrr-d. The entire battalion 
Gcross tho rlvor by daylifjbt. ■ 

Tl::c rif la cor^prini:,s th(.r Tlov. d op.t across tho flat .ground 
io.':din;^i to the ob;^octivo, i.nd ■vorc caught in a combination of riflo, 
rir^cljino g^-xn and mortrr fii-o. The firo h-ala ap tho batt::;lion for 
tho ho':itcr part of tho dr:y. 

Gompi-'Xiy "D" , v/inch -coi-ud not novo for-aard duo to the .rifle 
coi:ro.:^nlos being hold irp, -In.;? in along- tho rivor bank. Tv.-o Slnnn 
raoxtars \,'orc set -up ana sottio firo a-as delivered. The cornmvinic; tion 
i.a.s act T.-orkin'? very offoctivc-ly o.nd this hemp rod the 81 fire as 
It s nccoKE:-;:ry for tho r:*f lo corni-joni. to adjust tho firo, fho 
hGr.y:.- ill;- chine gunc - -ore cot up ^-long the river bank, but did not have 
the o"poftunity to firo. 

.:la oacny srr.oia; 3cr-:,-,:r: lay-rd doati on ow left fl'ank caVLSod 
some coacom .and the ho '^ra rri, .chinc ^funs -."ore ch-ringod to cover this 
tbr-^atj, but no countora^^t;; ok d volopcd. 

Cor;pcinioG \ryl -by vsri'US mane'ivcrs during tho day, 

f creel the oneirQ^ to v.itiidr/ ;- to -the hi:-hcr graurid. This action took 
■'V.i'bu aoiso tiino -s tho o.i3''o-:iy i;:-:- chine guns vero -..'oll placod and could 
oa^,.^er his front vor;'' a-ortl.- ■ ' 

Durini^ this period CoHirany fli.rish.ai a group of about 4-0 
eno^:y into the open. Then the FT-l's pent to a-ork and w;iry feu of 
tho onomy got a-'ay. 
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'.'.Tr.Gn d-a'kncE,-' fell, th-. rttaoking covypnxiies Cioved up to the 

objective nn.; soc^tired it, "B" Cornp^ny -nd Battalion Hor/iqui-^rters 
thor_ novod up ^.nd the b.'-'.tt-.l.i on or^-nizcd the defense of the ob- 
joctivo." 

Tochnic^l Sergeant E^HL F. GRlINDi/'lER, 135th Infnntry. 

"For thr crossing of the VOLTUKJO River, Octobor 13, at 0;^00 
hours, ivo got Gvcrything .■^rrr.ngcd rnd drillnd thc-5 planned c.ttnck 
orJor into ejvery mnn's mind on 12 October. Al]. siipport n?.chint; p-uns 
v.'orc. plccod rnd iry section att-cherl to the "ss'rult c"rap'iny of rifle- 
r.'en, ";c crossed the rivor ■.•/iiicb wis i'.bout 150 yards vido .-.nd up to 
As" i'eet deep. It ttas vorj'' sv/ift cm-ront nrd r;e htd to string r. lir.o 
to keep froTTi f;ettlni7 v7"shod dovrn stron.rL, The n^in thing ".vg gained. 
r;r.s s-arp^riso, Most;i,y by crossing ■■-iiyre Jerry i^rcLsn't expecting us 
end clo&e artillci-y stxpport, vrnieh fell vjithin lO'^ yards upstream 
fron us all the xvhilc i/o cror-sod. 

It v:ns veri'- succ'jssfvl and r/e had gained the objective about 
1500 yards on tho otkor aide of tho river, without Jerry getting ■ 
completely organized. Fast novement and verj' good control of artil- 
lery v/ith close in support, to keep Jcrr3r doT:.'n until ive -.-ere right 
on him, Has mainly responsible for the succojjsful lidssioE, The 
machine gun plstoons- carr'ied heavy machine guns at that time -iid it 
v/as very ha.rd to keep up to a fast moving aasault team, L-tcr \:o 
chanp:ed to 11 ^-ht r.achinc gums for arsault and .nttack movements 
and they v/are muah easier to handle and .i^.ist as good fire pov/er» 
f% use them all the time nov;. 

The hravo'- m'?: chine puns are carri'd in thfi battalion supply 
train and t.'o acturlly have ncvei' used thorn since, except on defen- 
sive positions a'o the beachhead at /NZIO, There .;e could have i.ised 
lights jiist as v;cill and it seems the heavy machine guns are J'^ist 
ex!ie3B lug,^age in this typu of v;ar." 

E* F-^t roj Or eratlons. Th-v patrol in the finn?. analysis Is the uirjor 
source 0.1:' encm- liiforr^tion, ^^ila thc'^e are limi '.atiorss it is th--' patrol r,-ho 
verifies tho IP'": r-r.d 11 reports on tho ground. In the early days on the /JvZIO 
Bea.chhead, vhovt, rif..trollin(? was 'most extF-nnivo, it ^ns f ciTid that ncth-.^ds used 
left Kuch to be desired. Very few pri sora^.-f hrd br.ris tak?n and tharc vore 
large f^ectoj-'s on the division front for rhich no information had been forthcomiiif 
for as much .-"s three reeks. To rf»Wd3f the cituation a special patrol .^roup vjt.s 
or^anitjOd in each i-'egime;it of vol"jnteor r;:en. Given namep? ;;uch ao the l68th 
Infantry Kattle snakes, the 133rd Infant-y Hod Rridera and the 13>th In-^r.ntry 
Blue Devils, the rutin lived and rehearsed thri? operations in the rear area. In 
a relativa;ly short time the ns^.s? orf^aniaations proved their rrorth and provided 
the division t.dth aealth of information. 

First Lieutenant HAROLD C, hlSHQP, l68th Infantry, 

"It is of great importance in defensive positions to gain in- 
telligence through reconnaissance and combat patrols. The follov/- 
ing faults vjoro cormon rith many oi' our pat.-ols: 
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1» Cirolussness in Roving forv;nrJ, r-'-sulting in discover7 by 
cnen^r r.t dist-nc^es of ■^.s vrar-h o.s ?,00 yn.rds, 

2, L-ck of aggrGBf?.lvf-i:a&s, partly duo to f-^-ar of AP Mines, or 
of onoriy riabush, rM portly duo tc Ir.ck of orient -.t-i on of patrol 
raonbers by potrol Ifi'^.dors, ropiiltlng in doubt es to rission end 
method B, 

3. In:i.bilj.t.- to cr-ptiire prisonnrB, due to thp nbovo fr!.ctors, 
R e a ormendat ions; 

Inpl-isis on night training, rnd use of smpJlor 
patrols, Roconnaissnnce . pntrois of 2 to 4^ men, combnt p'^.trols or 
raids of 10 to 12 men ere sufficient, '.:;d considerably'' safer in a 
majority of caries. 

(b) The removal. of patrols from fr-nt lines to rear 
areas t'.-:enty-f our hours, .prior to the tine the patrol, is to depart;,-" 

First Lieutonant yKlC S. ROj:'E'':V.LDj JE., l6Sth Infantry. 

"On 2 :pril 1944, in the vicinity of IS OLA BELL/x, Italy, a 
patrol of 12 mon mado. a raid on an vsnciiny .strong point at I'OIACO 
T'hich v.-aes located .'bort.300 yards in front of our front line posi- 
tions. Our rassion to goncra?.!;' raise hell adth Jorry, Yfe 
procoeded to vAthln 50 yards .of T'l'-I'AGO -dthout being detected, 1'he 
rifle grenadier f ire.i one round at thr roof of the house causing a 
small fire and eViGVfy coiifuaion, Ac thf3 cncn^y tried 'to extinguish 
xby fire 'ind man their v/napone_, aro or^Gr.vl fire with rifle, B.'Ji. and 
tor!ry-^:.iinc o-usim^ thr.m r.n ■"■jidetenrdned nu'rsber of catjUFilties. At 
tills timc', davm wae bi'Gaking and 'i.'e ;j.':'ocj:eeded zo return to our avr. 
linos under cover of sinake, fired 'a:/ tho battalj.on Sinn mortars. Y;e 
suflercd no Cagtiaitios on this raid and an outpost at IS OLA S?!LT--.'. 
obi3c rved tho enpray picking iqp many casualties. The outpost inflict- 
ed t-;o more crsttrjties ivlth sniper fire, 

I reeo^nend tl;at intelligmco o.ff iccrs of all units inforr^ 
patrol lo.adf^rs of a mission at le.->st four hours in advance of the 
tiine they arc to begin, Thie ijould givs the patrol leader time to 
make planR, orient his patrol rxd procure any cxtrr. equipmnnt that 
is ]^eeded." 

First Lioutennnt iT.WM ITxEO, l68th ^rif.antry. 

"On Itij 13, I iroved oub rit- r. fiv.e-!aaa patrol, do^Tt:. a 

deop Jrav; ranning. Tjer^endicular to tb<". enen-y linen. 1a?:s patrol 
ras no+ a battalion orue:" but indopendont action of the platoon, 
Te tov. d r-v.t in n. draaa^hich rar^ -.•irding and afforded good conceal- 

vesti-ato the drra^ for approyL.iatoly 600 yards and fight on^y if 
necessary. 

It ,7as f^' desire to vapt^jrc a Gorman, if posfiible, and I be- 
lieved at that tine of day ho A^ould not oe a.lort since there never 
■mn 'itnydaytine act.ivity on tlia beachhoad, 

V'e proGooded in single file loan the draw for approximately 
600 yards until i;7C caiae to a bend i.r. the draw after -.-rhich it 
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Ktraiphtrncd out f' >r -^.Gout 15 j^rds^ I.t this point, I observed <i 
German crr.-.^inr: .irto - r-chin-: gnn pooitioi; np on the side of the 
bank about I50 y ^r-'.a nr-.y. I left three non behind nt this point 
in position to plnco fire on thi.t ran shoiaid thoy open up. My 
scrgonnt end I procncdod on do-:n the dr—;. I instructed the men 1 
left behind not to fir- unless the enav^ fired, or -unless I opened 
fire. Using the ."v-.ilr.blc cover -nd c^ncoelment vie .-advanced to vrith- 
in 50 yards of tne gi!n oirrplecerr.ent. At this tine, on-"- of my msn 
opened fire vath r tor.my-gun. I fo^md out later ho hr.d done so be- 
ce.uso ha sa'.7 a "orrn/'n rieo i:ip end eim e rifle in the direction of 
the sergeant r.xil ny-.elf , Ko hit the Germnn, but et this point Jerry 
opened vip r-ith crossing ni'ichine fn:n fire end e rein of potr.to 
mr.ehcrs. The first fjrer.tido -jounded m?? in the arm -nd log, render- 
ing T-iy right arn useless. Th- sor^onnt w?.s hit in the lot; "nd could- 
n't v.-elk. 

There leero 'pprorl;:i--tcly 14 Gerr.ens in this position --ind they 
v.d.tncssod our nppror.oh "nd cuck-'sd us In, They cr.me out of their 
position end got in behind u.^ e.nd drove off my throe men. Then 
they str.rted to-vard v.s Gc-.nrching through the gress. 

T'e decided vjo d'.dn't heve e chence to fight our vraj out -^nd 
rethcr then si^ronder vrc decided to t^eke onr che.nce on their not 
finding us. They r.rr-.lked through us but did not find ue. When 
they had nil gone bnck to their positions v;0 decided we v;ould 
have to Btrj unti] d-^.rk be^euse -70 vere novjidod ^.nd could not fight 
effectively if obeerve:! r.ovinr' ovt. Too, there Tras no irind blo\,dng 
end trying to cra-.-l cut thi'ough tell grass yjouI'I hr,ve attracted 
attention. Ffe i^.y still - -etel 10 o'clock th-.t night, et r;hich tine 
TfC got out snfely en ■ "i^et-.irned into our lines." 

First Lieutenant L:^h".HD 'Kr-'Dr2], I35th Inf-ntry. 

"Patrol r.ct'./c-n is e:v.: of th- most inportent things in conbet 
end tvo small petrols ".re bottcr then one large one if they rre 
constantly in conK:T:;'.icetion -"nd terrain per?r.it3 then to be inutuelly 
svipporting. Reconn-'lEaance of long valleys .■-■nd high ground on both 
flr.nks is possible et the fe "le tir.c, 

SGR's No, 536 era excnllnnt for p-.trol rjork of this type, 
P trols operetl.-;ig -long the high groinid on either side of e. velley 
can visuell;' s" 'vey ^11 the terr' in end oesily pick up any enci^y 
"lovoncrit in the sector, By ueing this system prisoners have been 
taken rdthout a shot being fired." 

Grptr.in R^blD 3, W?V , 135th Infantry. 

"Be cercf:'.! in scnd?n-; p-itrols flong snno route. Exnnplo: 
3:y VIPTORE, Italy. Five or six p-.trois v-ere sent Into the tovm 
from Gg on different occasion s, ilien attack rns ine.dc ngninst the 
torn, the right company f lon'cd the ser.e route . The onony hed 

conccntr; tod men in th^-t Gocxor, They stopped en eiitire company 
in the first stage of attack. 0-jr left comparts moved over nerj 
territory r.dthout rccei%"in;,' fire or contact," 
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Second Licutcnr.nt TLP.!IEY E. SfeNCSI, 133rd Inf ".ntiy. 

"It hr.s boon ny cxpnri;\r_co th.-t in tho typa of -ction sncouji- 
tercd in tho last phase, i,e,^ r. dcl-ying action by r. sr.i::.!! body 
or by lone sniper, -feh-^t V'o sconts are not stJ"f icicnt. I used 
fron throc; to five r.cn as i,n o^d.v^.noo p-'.trol, pic':od for thoir 
coolnoeE -nd nf^f^r^icsivcno^Bs^ in prr^cticl-ly every .i.dv.ncc r.r.dc ''ay 
ry platoon, 

: For rn instrnce, rs --o C'ntercd the toTT. of - OP.ATCEIO, border- 
in.:; Oil the ;JiNO f.Lvcry on the ?4th of Jxily, v:o were in .1 coluran of 
plr.toons, r^y pl"tocn, thn '^nd, lo-^ding. The -a" ormontionsd point 
patrol of- fxvG r-^n, 2 n.vr\ed. ^;,±th_ riuib-inr.ir;h3ner ^ns nnd the remainder 
ivith M-1 rifles, eutorpd the tv:irn approiaror.tely ^+0 yards, ".heid of 
the plr.toon. As thoy n-;?.red tLvc term square, they r/oro fired upon 
by a sniper nrnrxl ■ .I'bh 1 r/^. chine pistol. Innediattjly, they took 
cover r.nd liid :n n hoavy voliiiir.e of fire on the position forcing 
the sniper to with'-'r—v- If th'> custoE^r^' sco\itii hud been used, 
it Tjeiild not hnvG bc..,n_ -Dossiblo to bnild up s'li'f iciont f irepov;er 
T.lthout doployina: th^-; pi'.tocn ^nd losin;^ valriblo time. 

This f orTn-^.ti 0..1 is ^ipo vsafnl in horvlly 'croodcd soctiona, 
r/hero t\;o men cr.r.not amply rccohnoiter ro-utos f orr/nrd, thcreb;/" 
dolrying the .ilvrnceJ' 

Strff Eer^jeant '!1C:TAEL D. COTjUTKrlAT, IS^rd Infantry. 

"D-ur.in? the period of Jrly 7 to July I'^.U-, "A" conp".ny 
iTc.a moving through r.ttcck '^-i'ter -attack, '7e kept roving r.s these 
advr.nceg T/ero r^pid. Also "iTC r;ere c lught- in q'lite a fe\i trrps. 
This brings ■'jp tho point of scouts. The scouts, in t^^ point of 
visv- r.Tire not -f'T .enough out ^nd didn't really take time to look 
at the teirnln. _ .; 

, F^^ suggestion is to givr; m'^n ir^ore training in scouting ~,nd 

. patrolling. Ccouts aro a very intpcrtrnt ■ factor in a fast moving 
advance, A mr.n r;ho knorrs r.'hr.t to look for can save ^luany livec," 

h" Defensi'' ^ ^ Oooratio ng. 

Extract Historical Narrafc'vo 8: Journal, ;.C of S, 0-3, April 

"Tho 34.th Inf Div -ics -,;hoj.ly on the defensive throughout April, 
At no time in itc combat history hid division beon on the defensive in 
such unfavorable terrain. Bocaurc of tha enemy's ndvantnga in observation, • 
movement in the regiinental area,s vj-.r restricted to the hours of darkness, and 
even the most rearr'ard oluiront!;. cf the Di'^-ision yjere dug in." 

First Lieutcnan-:. F/HOT^ C. BISHOP, l6?th Ir^Tantry, 

"The rccoanendr.tlors ir.r.dc in the. folio-Ting paper , are based 
on experience. gaJnod in r\ strtlo .dof ensiyc position "on the .'NZIO ■ 
Beachhead betr;oen M^rch and I'ciy,; l'^-44? "^"^ to a certain extent, in 
a defensive position in the vicinity, of Africa, in Mardi 

19^3. 
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One of the. irtost nhglVct.ed probloi^E, r.ef^lccted out of . n.;cossity, 
,le the pliysic-1 -rid mcnt-l effect of , f. ^nfonsivu posltiou on the 
inclividu"! soldif.r. In r.r7 dEifr.ns:',ye position, tho. men mv.st remain 
for long periods at thalr ns35 s;nf-d ■ st.-.tiong. In position ivhcro 
the enoiiiy is in closr/ prordmitr/ (3-.0 yrx^ls to 6,00 yards) it is 
nt.coESr.r:7 for th".r. to rt.Tnrdn i;i their slit trenches throngiiout 
tfcn ho-i3rs of f'a/3i,?:?:itj, r.nd to stcy In the ImjnGdi-'i.tf' vicinitjr '".t 
night. . Tbr; ncccr.-sity ot being conistr.ntjy p.lfjrf 'prucludes tlicpos- 
Bioility of slnep at ni^'lit, or of Enioh diversion diiringj dry light, 

. i . Bt'^.bla !^^l■c•n3iv^J :;osition rDomrcs 'an entirely different 
tTP^ of trfi.inin:-^ nn<] or; -^.ni nation thin la required for of fensive 
r.ction. liiflem^n should be trnined .to- ni"n mrchinc' gmis ^.s it' vjill 
orc'i),:-rily ha nonosenif to oTuploy moro' than the onHnrry nunbor of 
lar. chine fnins. It is -Iso v^lunblc to \xfvo rif It; company porsoanel 
trr.incd in fire adjustinont methods. A l^.r^ar, more coirprchenfiivc 
aojr;Tiunlertirn. eyEitein ia used; In infr.ntry brttnlion may mbq 
f.fi rnany r.s 40' tolcphonec of vrricus type's i 

Iinprovomont of positions ' mnst be contlnnou". Each man must 
hrvfi r. fox hole (stnndlrig- type.) for fighting p^UTioses. A slit 
trench :1s much loss satisfactory "nd offers less protection, nl- 
thcugh it is ,'.id.visab3-e to hr^r/e one in tho .•'mmcdinte vicinity of tho 
fox hole, fcr the mar to sleop in. In ono inst-iicG, men v;erc urinf; 
slit trenches v;hlch v:src covered, except for the fon^nrd end. The 
position vrs punetr^.ted by ,i.n encwy pntrol, but our mon found thoy 
cculd not firo to the rd-r -Tithout getting out of their trenches, 

/..nothor position Icfoct conimonly fouiid \rs th-,-; distr.nce be- 
tween barbed irirc and forvrrd positions, ■".'ire wr s ' sometimes 150 
yards frrm forr'-arr"' posI.tlons,-.aBf©aa 75 yards is prob'-'bly nore 
cffeo'tivo distcncG. ~ ' '~' 

It is of utmost ^T^pnrtance thnt 'all friendly minefields 'be 
accuratoly ch^.rtjd, arA thu sketchoa .bc; put down to conpariies. If 
this is not done, men -^.nd tnnk^ idll be lost^" 

S'eoond Lieutennnt L^ms^CE i, .G;J11MEY, iGfith In±\':.ntry, 

"On 5 ^vlY 19M, Coirp.'.ny "B^' vrs moving fcn^rrd to some high 
ground -.bout 13'^0 yards South of C/^STE:.!!:?/. Our mission ras' to 
orr'. nize 1 .nd hold t.boi't lODO yrrds of this hir^h fpround. 

The companj' nomT^.'.r ^cr put the Ist platoon on' the loft, the 3rd 
plrtoon on the ri^'^ht nr .1 held 'the 2nd pin toon in the rear as a 
inoljilo support. The li^^ht ".mcGhine gxuri. ' section was put in the con- 
tei- of the comprny line of defense and. the wortar section rrcs 
pl.:\cGd. in ror.r'of i'.ho hi^ih rro'ind .and '?.bout cjentored the coinp.^.ny, 

/ ' machine ■ j-_;:L.n plrtoon fron Compr.ny "B" reported to us r^s ^7e 
Tjorc r.bont to 50 into poaitioij'. Because 'it wo'S' rapidly bocoTUing 
ciark the conpray comnT.der put one section v/ith- each of the front 
lino pl-toQns and told us to select posit^ ons for them. 

The first platoon,, of rrhich I am in command, was a short dis- 
tance to' the ro \r vhile I, -vith wj xnssongor, started to select 
positions,' I decided to place th ■ squads -70II forriard on the slope 
and form combat strong points .-.cross the front. The area I had to 
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cover v.TS so crror.t th-t I cduI-I not hopo to h'-vr a liro of r.-,n. .1 
fouiiti throe pl.'icoE fror. v/hich -.70 (?oVild cover our entire front by 
fire -'.ncl after s^-.nd'ng for the: sqn-d lor.rlers, hrid then dI^.cg their 
scM.'^.ds in th;.-!t,o positions. 

I'hc hcr\y ^r.c);i.n3 nui ac.ction c^.ne 'f orv/rrd rnd I split it, 
plr.cinn one gun on th? i;-;ft ]:'irc tboy coiil-' cross fire v.dth the 
unit on our loft (Oomp.'^.ny -L", l'=^t}: Irf) -inrT covor oiir front. Tha 
othor I put on the right -.-.'■hero it ccul;! cover o\ir front and also 
crosf; firo vdth both V- lipjit n^'C^d-no guns' on ny ri^bt -md t-v.. 
othor heavy. The hill slc^ped vory un^'i'ornly -^nd I estinr.te thct 
they had '^o.zlr'.i fire for /.no yards in all lir actions but our right, 
;;here a nose intorfGrod -"i;!.-! o^jr firo^ 

Wo outpostod each of tho stron;^ points, 'irranfred visiting 
patrols, anl sport -11 ni-rlit rostin>r "nd -..waiting- for an attack. 
There vus no cneny r-ctavity during that night. 

The next morning about 0900 hours enery pa.trols of about .five 
or six men begcn hitting us at sfvc^r-l points in the company lino, 
Tho squad loader of ry '.hird squad camf^; rn.nning to ry OP, after one 
particularly hor.vy att- on ny right and reported that his squad 
vrs pin;?.ed dovm by fire and one of our li;-ht machine fjuns h",d been 
;r"iri on it. T'o invcsti ^at'-d thf r^-cliinr^ ;];un first .-nd fo^'ond that 
.■■■n enoT^;" patrol had kn ml* •>d it out vdth a hand grenade and, t.'o 
believe, fir'd it for a vhido boforn beinp dds covered and driven 
off . 

'■''.c nr-xt took half cS' the squad .f'orning the center strong 
point -nd plaasd thar-i 'vith r:y nrijsen|;^er '^nd r,".dio iian ahsro they 
c. ul_d cover us -nd tho trappodi cqund* Tho squad laoder and I 
then proccodeJ clo'-n to the, squ^d. On the ''-ay no shot tv.'0 Jefx'ies 
'■nd vdth the hrlp of fir.- fro^n th' coverinr: force forced throe 
more 00 surrender, rcveral others {jot a ray. Upon looking; tho 
sluu -t-lon over I bcliov.,; th:"t the crirrrrr sxirol'j.d throuah th,-; {^ap 
crcrtod "^hon tj.!c machine .^ur -I'-d bc.n knocked out, 's'si hit m;/ 
s..n\'.d on the rif^hit flank. 

In this caso the squad leader's co^jragc In ccntacting me rjxicn 
his sqund was trapped probably saved nany lives and saved tho con- 
pany frcn serious' trouble., p'or the type of terrain ire uere in our 
frontages were much ooo ride and v/e h-d a great deal of difficulty 
defending thema 

Another thin?? vfhich I believe should be trikon into considera- 
tion is that a couple of weeks of combat vrenk^ns a platoon consid- 
erably and it is difficixL': to execute a riission that is norn"lly 
assifjned a full platoon vdth it," 

Sergeant RICHARD JOHNSON, 135th Infantry, 

"Ue had been .-ittacking day after . day with our casualties 
mounting. 

The ob,jectl\-o one -r^ternoon vr.s to attack and clear tbroo 
buildings, and hold* Abe att-cick ■■fcnt beaxitifully \7ith . support- 
ing light tanks and mediuras behind them. Our objective \7as 
reached in loss than 15 minutes. Our mistake vjas in setting up 
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a "half-baked" defensive behind the houses. TJlthin on hovr a 
small force of Gertnans counterattacked and was upon us before we 
knew vimt was happening, which resulted in a hasty mthdrawal and 
a completely disorganised unit," 

Captain REID B, HTIFF , 135th Inf antiy. 

"In temporary defensive positions be sure that outposts are 
established fo"^ enough a-say from main body so that sufficient 
j . warning inay be gl^ren if oubposts are attacked, 
I : One platoon of Company'' L was captured at MONTIQUILl, Italy 

I I because the outposts v/ere loss than 50 yai'ds from remainder of 
^ i platoon and timely warning could not be given to alert the platoon." 

i. CP ■ op Operations^ The CP is the center of all operations and the 
OP is a business establishment for the purpose of observing and destrc^ng the 
eneny. Established observation posts should not be subjected to the careless- 
ness of commanders and their staffs. 

Blajor ALLISON A, COlPu'^J), 13^:^ Infantry. 

"Control of movement in and around an OP must be continuous. 
It is fatal to relax this caution for one moment. Even in a unit 
as battle- schooled as this one, I have seen occasions when ex- 
cessive movement around an OP (and in one instance, a CP) brought 
immediate enemy fire which caused unnecessary casualties. Visit- 
ing firemen who insist on di.'iving vp to your front door instead of 
parking at a reasonable distance and advancing on foot under cover 
are the worst offenders. Vehicle dismounting point must be clsftrly 
marked and guarded twenty-four hours a day. Less movement at the 
Q^ . neans le^s work for the GRO-." 

Technician Fifth Grade ERMEST J. LrJ^GIE, 135th Infantry. 

"■■rhile under combat fire, one can never feel too safe. In 
one instrnce our battalion had moved up and relieved another unit • 
and after the unit had oriented us as to the situation at hand we 
settled down for the night feeling quite safe as they had informed 
U.S that the encn^y hadn't shelled the immediate vicinity of thr; CP. 
They had been there for 30 some days without their CP teing shell- 
ed. l?ell, the next day the 1st Sergeant and other non-coms coni- 
menccd to instruct the men not to do any unnecessary walking around 
and not to hang out their toivcls, shirts or acything that could be 
observed by the eneir^r, 

Ije stnyed in this CP for tiTO weeks viithout clawing a single 
shell, but finally a few of the men apparently forgot or disregards 
ed their instructions and hung out a couple of white towels to dry, 
and swoat shirts also. As a result our CP drew eneny artillery 
fire, costing the lives of three men," 
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First Lic'jtonr^.nt K/JIOL-T C. BISHOP, l68th Inf-.r.try. 

"Brttf'.llon rnd conpn.ny CP's, in Etable d&fcnsivo positions, 
can ;\vA should bo .c-et up :i.n oi'sir-ssliko st^-lc, oven if they fire 
f. ijudergroiind, AdB.quatov j-ilc'S shbi;!'.! he. set up for th- abundance of 
intelligence '^.nd- operationr 1 iri^.terir.!, such ns'pr.trol reports, 
oyerl-^-ys of friendly ■■■nd .enen??/ dispositions, counterbcittorj'- -nd 
coimterattEck plr.ns, etc, Fi.lj.r.^ systems must bo set up ismiedic.tely, 
or valuable mr.terin.l y:±11 be lost." 

Private First Gins s -ILLL'J! 'jCODKOIT, 135th Ir^fantry, 

'T* rem my exporiGncRs. t.s sn F. :0. In an infantry ■ combr.f bat^ 
talion, I have found out sevoral irport.ant points through sad. ex- 
perience. First .of -ill gi'en.t c;\r:o must be tr.ken If rtpproachinci r.n 
QPin the daylight; to keep from being observed by the' enemy. He 
usually has ^-U th ■ cb&ep'Voticn rnyho-r, -md'-if- he sees you he \7ill 
fire on yon, no. matter ho'-? :^')v; or m- re/ • there' r.re in the party, 
Onc-e the OP has hov.r or bli shod,, don' t- disclose yoTjr position. If 
you can see tho orior.:', ho co'-t^ilnly can see you. Do the things you 
have been taught to do r.Th':;n observing, 

I ' Here are tv.'O incidents ■.■hicb actu-^lly occured in combat, 
.. . i Three men- were in- an Op on the pide of a Kountain,. .The onl;.'- cover 
■' '™as a small rrall about throe fcc't hi-;^h 'r^nd six f'CXjt long. One man 
/ ■ f stood xjp" 'to urinate/ :7ithin three minutes a do'zen 'rounds foil in 
I ;the generrl vicinity. He not only endangered himself, but also 
/ 'his buddies, Toda^' that, man is dc.ad. You sea-, he made one more 
' mistajce, 'A sergeant r/as observing from a '.vir.do'.? in q prominent 
building, Some viisp. guy in tho next room ba^an to snipe at some 
Gerraans much too far army for any accuracy, but ho caused enough 
coBimotion to drar.' attc:ation to the area, Tlio' sergeant moved guite 
close.' to the T/indov/ to F^it ^ better vien '-^.nd ivns shot through the 
eye. The' Bcrgeant vrs at fault for getting too close to the v.dn- 
doxtf but sniping from an UP should bo altogether discouraged. 

Use your head. Informrtion is no good if the informer cannot 
deliver the information to tho source v/ho can make use of it," 

. ,i« ■ Air ~ GrouRd piaison . Close- support aerial bonbardmeht has not in 
all cases proved-. completely satisfactory, but the potontialities ' of the v;eapon 
for infantry support are' great. 

Lieutenant Colonel U:RK T. irHTIN, JR', , AC of S, G-3, 34th Infan- 
try Division, 

"I reported on 6 April 19M for duty uith 4A5th Bonbardment 
0qucdron (1.1), 321st Bonbardmont Group (H), 'i 

During tour of duty I -ttendod throe 'briefings^ prior to 
missions, accompanied one mission t6 its t.^r^ct as a passenger in 
the leading' element of three planoa, nccomp-nicd thr Squadron 
Commajider on. a. 'chapeyon' £li|-ht to tho Bopb Safo Line on a second 
mission anci took part in. ijnf ormal diGcuscions with the Squadron 
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Coni3'-.ndor and the 3.21st Group Operations Officer, 

Qbsirv'-.tions ria-'o rlurinV; this bri'f period sv/n^cst thr.t the 
prowoijt oxch^::i;:;o of .'.ir - n.l CV"-i"i:nd Force personn'-^l be, continued 'nd 
th:-.t, '-,-h(..n prnotic^I, offortr; be r-^.de to 'issTiro tir\t offinciT' bo 
Grch' iigGcl f^sp^ci^lly c^'^riD;' pei'iods \7bcri -^ir oper^ticno are in 
Direct Support of Cir-:-;:. 1 '.ctlone. It ir bolioved th't cir corps 
off icc:ra rt:ner'.li7.:-:-:uj:t vp-:r-';to ever such extGHsivc fronts, th-.t it 
Is iKvl possible I'cr tL '■lv;:r--^E to be f r-.nili'^.r- in sufficient. 
do;;rGc ultb the t err in ir^uefUf tclv to the front of ov.v infant]?;;-. 
T!^-.ls is erpeci'-ljy tri-iOj, it -'ould i.ppsar, eince- inost fl;'ln[{ olfi- 
CGi'G r.rt. Xii--!uton-nt3 or C-'.ptp.ina rith n conpr-.r^.tivoly vhort period 
of trr.ining in r.i p '■nd .'^ori'-.l photo re ".ding j r circumstance no 
less tru:- in the Ground Forces, Unlike ground off icons, rrho rir.y . 
spr..ad r considorn,',:]. .:i rnount of tine in mr.p study to deteriaine 
loc.-.tions, hoTTcvor, . ir Corps officers crc pornitted coEp.'>.r="^.tjve37 
c. f G" ■ s:DGrnds to recogniEo their t^-^.r-r-et and to ;^et '".i.-ay, their bomb!3. 

. It is npprecisit"d tint upon ri-ny occnsions under conditions 
of fluid r,-\rf "re thu cjcch; ngc of Air and Ground personnel before 
nissions. is iT:::pr'.-.cticn.l. indicted inothod is recomraorided .for 

trial prior to resumption of the offonsivo in th:-- present sector, 
the ground pl-n hr.ving ;.G-.n fnrnulntcd rnd the initial nllotmcnt 
of Air Support having been made: 
It is sufTf-estods 
. (g)' That Fli^d^t Loavdor;:; and Na.vif^.atorE visit tho Division to 
bo supported prior to and during air oper-'tions r.nd th'-.t this per- 
sonnel bo oriented on the .^'round and bv flights in Division air 

(b) That Ground Officers frcn the sectors concornfid visit 
the dir Groups and assist in briefing Flight lenders '-nd N".vi£<a.tors 
aGCoppan:"'lng flights in an advisory, capacity if that be desired, 

(c) That on:; aavinr.tcr -rid onr- flight leader iron each dir. 
Group vi tit the diviision "hich is to bo support d prior to begin- 
ning opor at ions. 

(d) -That cno division stnf f ■ of f iccr visit /ach Group' vhich 
is to fly in s^irportj b-dng present for the briefing prior to 

• iaitirl-vria.Eiions, . ... 

: , (e) That the e::c/.r'n.:-a of officers be-, made once each t-TO da.ys 
dvj-in- the period rhcn-. especially close support irission.s are de- 
sirable," 

An atbcm^t in thi>j thoator has been made to develop close liaison uith 
tho est.abllshncnt" of 'Horsefly', a. syct-.m in Tihich cnb planes ivere used to , 
orient bonbon pLloti; avor the. tr.r;:;ct tiron«.. It' wns discarded ns unsntisf actoxy 
after lovsin;.: several cubs and because the Air Corps did not cons idor the tar- 
gets retrfJiicrativc. Division: observers. : report that cereful briefing is the key 
factor, and th: pilots rap:>rt : that to suppleraent briefing seeing the ground 
prior to the mission r^ovdl be,. nest helpful. This careful briefing coupled ndth 
visual aids such as colored ..snqke over the target .has provtd successful. 
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First Lieiitenp.nt B'ORTOM H. ISI;:JPERCt, l63th Infantry. 

"In January l^UU the lopth Infa.ntrY tos in the vlclrsity of 
CERVARO, after makinf:; spr^ctacular progresE? from just north of VSNfFRO. 
On 11. January I was on a.n o-jserv&tion post on Hill 4,96, approximately 
1500 yards east of CERV^'RO. On the morning of the 11th, we received 
vford thst, at IP.on ho-urs thp. Air T orce ^rould straf'e nnd bomb the term 
of GERV/JlOj also thrt friend]y artillery vjould lay red smoke -inarkers 
on the tar^ret to aid the Air Corps, That . morning I observed enemy 
activity in the to\'m of CERV/ifO. I adjusted Slrnm mortar fire on 
©neray personnel moving fboiit the town, I f-lso observed patrols of 
our regiment mioving about in the olive orchards north and er.st of the 
tori.'n. At aptproximately 1155 hours our oyrn artillery fired red smoke 
markers on the tonn, Exactly at 1?00 hours, the first formation oi 
ii.-3i's appeared irorr thf south and circled around to om' rear o.nd 
started their dive on CERVJ\RO from the east.^ They strafed and 
bombed sinultanaously. After the first flight had passed over the 
t.?r;;-,et they STmnff- aro md to tha south and circled back to the east 
r.:airjin:r altitude. They then made pnother dive on the tar^'et, but 
this time, thoy strafed only and did not bomb. Each succeoding 
fllpht v.'fint throuf^h the sfune procedure. The close ^ir support at- 
tack on ChUVARO lasted for approximately one-half hour. All iDombs 
HCiC; released with extreme 2.cC'.iracy and found the target with 
maximum effect^ Aided by this bombing, the second battalion of the 
loGth Infantry attacked the tovm. On the following day Cj3R.V/iR0 
was ours," 

Serjeant JAiISS STAPI^::CM, 133rd Infantry. 

"Air support is a very important factor. If our sti'afing 
effects Jerry as his does us, our plants do not necessaril;,'- ne-d 
to cause casi-taltios. It also boosts our morale to. 'see oior planes 
overhead," 

k, C ov er 9 , C pnceal mc R t _ jq nd D i sp er s i on , The basic principles of tho 
subject matter Iiave been thoroughly "discusdod in the field mc^nuals irrespective 
of branch. The relative absence of the German Lu-'twaffe and the apparent^ short- 
age of enemy artillery ammunition as the campaign progro-ssod created at t!-es a 
a false sense of security resulting in la-xnfsss ' and sometimes outright careless- 
ness, 

fepte.in EOP.ATIO K, LONG, J?.., Headq\iarters ^^Ath Infantry Dix-ision, 

"It is unusual for the enerrcr to call artillery or. mortar fire 
; on vTcll- dispersed troops in a stabilised situation. Too often a 
i sense of false seci:a'lty descends upon us p.ftcr a lull in snemy 
I fire p.nd we begin to group up forming targets for fire which is ■ 
( brought dov.7n vith devastating effect., 

i ■ During the attack at S. MAP.IA OLIVETO, U JFoveaber l'^43, the 

comr lading' officer. Company , Infantry assembled his ple.toon 

leaders and key KCO's to plan the continuance of the attack, 
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Shortly after" nssGmbling, a hco.r;r ^ncmy' mortar bcrrage fell upon 
the position resulting in f^.ll of the officers and the majority of 
tho 'ilCO' s bocoKing ccsiar.lticis, '^ith no loadGrs the entire company 
oeer.mc disorgfnizod p.nd r.'ithdror;.'" 

Socond Lieuten^i.nt CLM^JCHCS E, SPIiS, I33rd Infantry. 

"It hp.s been iib'' experience sll th.'ough the Italian Cainpaign 
that the American ecldi-^r is inclined to 'bunch up' in groups. The 
doughboy of this w^bt ssoits to think that as long as he haa a number 
of his companions close tn him he is fairly safe. 

In October 1943 '-yTe T:sre advancing on BEKEVEKTO, ItE.l;r, in the 
approach march. It ?:as a fairlj^ dark night and the mt$n were walk- 
ing on each others hoels whtn thoy should navr- been spread out,' 
Suddenly J MThoom' ^ a largo caliber shell hit the column and wiped 
out the majority of a whole platoon of Gompai-\T "K". Had the man 
boen at proper intervtl damage would have been a great deal less." 

Staff S,ergcr:.nt. HA?. OLD FJSCHAJ.5P, 133rd liif'antry, 

"One losson I have iGarn^d in combat is 'there is no fox hole 
botter than the one you are in'^" 

Technician Fourth Gr^Jdo JOHK MAYCECH/^it, 135th Infantry. 

"Some of buddies and I were injured at the third crossing 
of the VOLTUENO. I'fe vs'ere behind a hedgerow when Jerry opened vp, 
T)lo first shell wounded ffiairr of us slightly. I ^cnt for iny fox 
hole, pnd some of the othors did .likerriso, but the remainder took 
off .r.rtd in Jerry's next barrago the majority of these nore scvbtb- 
ly in jvirod. A shell landed within ,6 f e- 1 of me, but 11^7 fox hole ^ 
paid very good dividends." 

Sergeant SHELDQII G. JOK^STONE, 135th Infantry. 

"Those Y.ho rrere on the ANZIO BoachJiead soon found that unless 
both men and positions r/oron' t: kept out of sight or camonf laged 
so as to make it hard or insiDOSSiblo to be soon they wuldn't last 
long. We had a very f^ood oxamplo of how important c?.raovJl.?.r;o is. 

Our first positions v/ore sandbagged positions on top of the 
ground because of irotnoss. The Kon !7ho Vi'r;rc there before u.s had 
taken av7ay their nuts, V/hich iv^rc the only camouflage poBsible in 
that case. Our nets were un^5uitable for the terrain and could be 
used raorely to break" th.c outlinon Wc received direct fire. Lrtcr, 
r-o put our or;n position in an alfalfa field. Wo used alfalfa along 
Tdth, the nets and tested the job ty going only few yards awe;^. 
We worked on it until s-itisfled that no observation post on the 
Jerry side could possibly pick us out. The result ,t;ps that, regard- 
less of all the sholling thoj^ did at nearby roads, gun positions, 
houses, etc., v.'o never received a close rornd." 
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Private First Class THO^'AS :i. 7ALZ0!^Z, I33rd Infantry. 

"I wr^s trapped vdth o7:r platoon loader in a small ditch. I 
had to l?.y flat on iir-/ ttonrclj t.- ku -p under cover of the machine 
gun iirin;;: nt us, Lv^rytiiro I yficrj^id y^Hq cra;:liii;T Dp.ckr.'rirds 1 
stuok Gome part of r^r body up '-md y.-Cls fired npon, I laid iii that 
ditch for 2 hours trying to or a-:l b-r.ck when ngr platoon sergeant 
yolls.d to ne directing me out of the trap," 

Corporal flAHOLD D. GA^.nD, 135th Infantry, 

''/t GASSINO one night -jo mox-ed our anti-tank platoon forv'ard, 
fairly close to the front lines, Our guns -/eren't noeded that 
iilg-ht, so ;7e du.-? in behind a six-foot bank. Thore r.-ora trees on ■ 
top of the br\nk, go vjg dug do^-n and \inder the bank because -if shol] 
h';d hit in the trees it v;ould hi-ve boon the ssi^e as aerial bursts, 
and by digsinff that -::rxy ve also had overhead protoctlen. T-jacbine 
ejtm bulD etc v/cro bupsaing overhead, './hich gave uc more T.dllpo-jer to 
dig. 

A passing soldier got curious to see vrhat v/as going on, lie 
grabbed a pair of field glr.ssos and crav.'led on top of the bank. In- 
stead of being careful rnd getting in a shady spot or by a tree, 
he got right in th- open in pLn'n sight nhere the sun reflected on 
the glaesGS. Soneone cf;.utioned bin and he had .'^ust got into a fox 
hole v/hcn Jerry thrsr/ in 'x barra:-c. Thanks to the good fox holes 
no one v'gs soriouG]^' h^rt, hovevor, our equipment lying outside of 
the fox holes v;ero torn to shreds," 

1, Inf antry Wcae on s . T'v- r iripl oyr.cnt of infantry support weapons, 
dictated by terrain end rar-idi.ty of movcnent , has al'vays been a sub j ect of con- 
troversy \7ithin the Division, The suggestions and ideas submitted herein repre- 
sent the thought of all T/Gapons nan based upon nrny r'onthrs of actu.al operation 
against the ononiy, 

(l) Ha chine Gun, 

Staff Sergeant RICH^J^D W. FR-^DRICKSOll, I33rd Infantry, 

"As a Ra chine gun secti.on 1-ader, It has been rany times n^"" 
assignment to be attr.chrd to a rifln unit, sonetimcs unaccompanied 
by an officer. Although int.^r.ding to imply no criticism of the 
rifle xinit's .1udgi::ent or any inability on i.ts part, I hav found 
that occasionally ci clash i? unavoidable concerning certain decie- 
ioriSr. sanetinos the ril'lo u.nit eonmander is not thoroughly acquain'^ 
ed i.ith thi. tactical emplo^.Tir nt of h.j.cc^r^/ i-joapons, .".gain, r diffcr- 
onco of opinion on a minor niftter; usually as a non-C'^r.:m.Esioned 
ofiicor opinion holds little v/oight in svch eases. I have learr,- 
Gd tJiat an SCO v;ith a section attaclted to a rj.f le unit pust be 
doubly aggressive, cone out -.dth his decisions or opinions, and 
many times act on his oana initiative or judgment before receiving 
orders, as it is nat-,jral th-t so-'.ctiBes ho -•ill be forgotten entire- 
ly or neglected; especially in the attack." 
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Stj.if Sorgoant LOUIS C^.RSTEHS, 13 5th Infn.ntry. 

"'.•.'c hr.Vo fomd since -rly in the: Africr.n Canpaign thnt if v;c 
;..i-o in cloEtj siipport of a.rifl-a platoon and are cnllt-:d on to fire c 
tr.rpct such r.e a 'kraut' ir.ac hi t.o gun that . not moro than 2 men 
carrying tho gi;n r.nd a cho^t of r7?minition Ehould cra^vl-tD r. siiit- 
r.blo position from -vhich. to fire to try for accuracy and siir-prisc. 
After firipcf vre thfjn nov i bn.ck soon as possible to cover rs in most 
eases. Jarr7f soon ccvrrs tli-; aren vrith firo, t^e have done this 
on numerous ocoae Ions -ri'ch gcod effect. Shortly before LS'IiOFcN, t.-g 
picked' up a 'kraut' nr^.chir.G gun by soi;nd and obsei'vation that had 
a rifle platoon pinnod dorn, ■'''o ■■■■atched the position until tho 
^krpAits' Doer''Gd 5ntcr^^ e^i w "^"^^etl^'ing else to tlieir front^ tlicn 
quickly sot up our gun and :''5_red several long burst? 'v.-hich slloncod 
the 'kraut' gun. Our /^unncrE iirmiodiatoly went ■ba:ck'to bettor cover. 
In a very short time 'kraut' fire was pl'-'ced on o^jT vacated posi- 
tion, Surp.risc fire on a counterattack by i7aiting luitil you can ; 
firo on s.ome of thn '^Ts-uts* further back first has proved to be 
quite demoralizing, T^articularly if you are firing from a flank as 
v/c had occasion to do rhcn Ccmpany "A" on our left was being counter- 
nttackod. The 'kr-^-uts' seemed at a loss That to do and wore soon dis- 
persed by cur own artilVry fire." 

Captain- JACOB G. GSIE?., Hrr>dquartrrs, 34.th Infantry Division, 

"Combine the light rvi-chino gun and B/S best- features to mtkc 
a light machine gun {shoulder weapon, belt fed, cmployirg a eipod) 
'cA. t can be carried by one man. The Gerinpn machine f^im 43 is a 
clofic rfiproximation as far as looks are concerned but the novj dc- 
si'jn should retain the rang;" and accuracy of the light machine gun, 
. ■H-iFjinate the and LMG from tho infantry'' compriny and give each 
sqiiad one of the ncTY design. Reor;aanize the rreapons platoon to 
include foujr 60m mortars only, Tvro to be em,ployGd on the attack, 
four to beemplq^cd on the- def cnssc" 

(2) Mortars. 

First Lioutenant ROEEIiT 3. G0G3ETT, l68th Infantry, 
First Lieutenant RAhFH 0.; HOVDSK, l68th Infantry. 

"Sight, K-^-- -Th present. Slam mortar sight is adequate 
and is a good sight, Ao..-:vc.r, there are tvd adopjtationc which 
would bo h.Glpful^ Flrf't, a r^irror attachment similar to the Ger- 
man Slmm mortar sight to •• nablc thr gunnop to sight on an aiming 
point to his rear, '"ith r^.orturs, just as with artillery, the :;rwut- 
ost accuracy of firo is obtained when tlie niming stake is farthest 
from tho !jun. Because ;nartar.a are normally in positions in deii- 
lado or in back of bu*ldings, it. is of ten .necessary to have the 
aiming stakes close to ti^o gun, thus cutting down our accuracy. 
With the mirror attacbfiOnt it would: be possible to. place the aiming 
stakes sonc distance away..'tifr...,th,:. roar or ev.;vn to the flank of the 
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gun. Second, a night lighting dcvlco, both for the .sight and for 
thL. riming -stakes. At present, uo nrc improvising- 171 th f Ir.shlights, 
but thr3y out dov;n tho accuracy --nd spocd of - th - guniier because the 
nunncr mst hold one light in his hand while operating the gun vdth 
tho othor, A night sight similar to cannon company vrould be suit- 
able, OcGasionallr one of thr micrometer knobs 'slip' and do not ■ 
g- vo Ih,. ±-: :.' -nadiu,', r,..j-:."-"- -.h. <iuyr,vr Jptc ;:ts thr; faulty Bi^;ht 
because the knob- tui'ng '000 easily but somotinieE not before having 
fired part of the mission. Possibly a lock washer that r;oiad hold' 
these knobs secure covild be made. 

rire Control -' We have been very successfully using a method of 
fire control and direction similar to that of an artillery fire 
control center. Our first' attempt vdth this method was an eicper- 
iment at AN-ZIO Beachhead anii it proved- itself so effective that 
we have been using it ever since. The only two Items neceseary to 
operate this C.P. set-t^ which are not T/E are 1/25000 artillery 
grid sheets and a 1/25000 rangefan. 

Aa soon as our gvns are In pofltition, the position is plotted 
on the grid sheet And a biase-point registered for all guns. It is 
then unbelievably simple for the platoon CP. to fire on any given 
coordinate quickly ard accurately by using th'-- range fan which inv 
mediately gives the true range of the target and correct deflection ' 
from the base-point. Therefore, any person in thn battalion can " 
call in the map coordinates of a' target and the- target can be fired 
accurately and immediately . This method has brcn extremely valuable 
in firing targets where observation was difficult and even more so 
for night firing. All of our NCO's h.^.ve v-jorked with this method and 
are thoroughly trained to take over operation of the C.P,, if the 
pl^.toon sergeant should become a casualty," 

Lieutenant 'Colonel. JOS L. BOURSE, 168 th Infantry, 

"It .Is suggested that at least a platoon or company of the 
chemical, mortars (A,2) be provided for each infantry rogiment y/hilc 
in combat in terrain such as v:e have in Italy ^ e.n4 for terrain ttet 
T.-e r.-lll undoubtedly have to conduct fiit.urc operations over, ' 

The chem.cal mortar proved itself a ., hi gfalj' valuable TiEoapon on 
the A1I7I0 Beachhead. It has greater range than oiir Slim mortar^ _ 
TliG, result of its firo is highl^^ dopioraliiz.ing to oricmty -troops, 
German prisoners refer to the ij2 niori^ar dfl the 'silent death?,, 
because the- fragments of thfc shell apparently eplinter: up much' 
finer than- our Slmin mortars and a pjitR 11 .$ liver can pass through a' 
man-' 3 btfdy almost yjithout leaving a, mark. The 'Qcrmp.ns do. not like 
the chomiCQl 'mortar, ■ ■ '' • 

■ It is 'rea^.! zed 'that the chemical mortar ie ,an organic part . 
of Qur-nriry' chemlqaV "-E^'^ffirs Beet ion,, but vre are firmly convinced. 
i,t-Pari bo uae^ tP gj^eat advantage vith tho infantry regiment 
eitiier attached ■or preferably to become a part of the T/S organi- 
eatipnnl ^ct-up of an infantry regiment/' 
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First Lieutenant DAVID B. A'/RES, 135th Infr.ntry. 

"The 60miTi mortr^r is r. fine little weapon. It -;ould help if 
there were smoke shells available; they could bo issued on the 
basis of tv/o per nortar in the br.sic load," 

Captain HUGH S. JACOBS, I33rd Infantry. 

"Mortars h?.ve not b-'en used as much as they could be, especl- 
aljy 60niin, I found the f olloiving system greatly speeded up use of 
mj mortars: In rifle company coriinand group, I always had the mor- 
tar section sergeant and one man with a roll of 13d wire. The raor- 
tar'^, usually follo'.-cd the attacking platoons and i^rhon one of tho 
loading platoons was held up, v;hilo I pointed out the target to the 
mortar sergeant, tho vdremr.n nas rolling wire back to the mortars. 
By the time the sergeant had figiired his range to the target, the 
mortars wore in cominuni cation v.dth hin and the first round on its 
way. This saved valuable tine, in that I didn't have to send back 
for the obseiTrer. 

The 60min illuminatin'^ mortar shell mp.s found to be by far the 
best flare for night v/ork. In defensive positions at night, they 
should be sighted so as to cover the entire front with flares n.nd 
the reserve company nortars should be attached to the AT guns so as 
to afford illumination for night firing against f^neny armor. We 
tried this in practice and found it to be very successful," 

Sergeant GECRGE S. CKRISTEKSEN, 133rd Infantry, 

"The 60mm mortar is of very little value against well-prepared 
positions. Tilien setting your gim up, never set it up on the forward 
slope of a hill, nor in a draw as these arc usually zeroed in by 
enemy artillery or mortars, ■ . 

TJhatever _ you do ^ use a little ^ common sense l" 

Sergeant LOmL W. H/JITSFIEID, 133rd Infantry. 

"During our last phase of combat, thr-; 60mm. mortar section, 
of vjhich I am a monber, ivent into tho line under a nev- set-up which 
was worked out irf-thin the platoon by the platoon leader. This was 
based on former combat experience and proved to be highly efficient 
and highly successful. 

Tho first and second squads of the section were equipped as 
they had alv/ays been. That is, thoy carried two mortars and six 
bags of ammunition. Tho third squad, however, carried no gun but 
carried four bags of ammunition while the squad leader carried 
cleaning equipment consisting of a cleaning staff, waste and rag, 
and oil. It was also the responsibility of the. third squad leader 
and his squad to keep tho gun supplied with ammunition during an 
action by bringing ammunition from the supp];y point to the^guns 
vjhenever it was needed. Thus, it can be summed up by stating^ that 
instead of the usual T/E of three guns and nine bags of ammunition. 
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our soctloK. vont- into' -ction -rith: tr.-q_gu.ns ::ud ten bigs of rrnntmi- 
tion. CP non cane fror. tLo third ijcUid," 

First Lic-at£-nnnt E'OIISL ir.rH/N, 13;rd Infantry^ 

Staff Sergeant -GI^CHGE J, FKjJIiC:;, 133rd Infantiy. 

Sergeant DARFIk ^r^^ ■-'ELLS, '133?^ Infantry, ' 

Sorgoant J/.,M;S A. CIi,-p:GEi, 133rd Inf^'.ntry. 

Private First CX^^es 'CH^HLT^S :i. IS^OTIAII, i3>d ^i^fantry. 

"3xpcrionco has taught' vie th-^t tho onGiry ^tiII counter 60mr:i 
morto.r firo vd.th .nuch lergor guns, ninking it n. 'Ku st to have slter- 
nctc poGitions at all tim ^s. Alv:aO'"s leave the position ,yoit hdvo 
just fired from iirnodiatcly upon firiii-r j^our nissian. and move to 
the sltomf't'Ci, Thn movement nuat oo. don^j rapidly f or ■tho enorsy is 
quick to ret-urn our fire. 

y.licn 'good altcrnaty. firing positions srt; not available, posi- 
tions affording -^ood cover should"" be found, and vhcn a fire mi ssion 
is completed novn to tho-r. if tor thi: cnoiry has fired return to your 
orir-in-;l position <-.nd firo th.; next mission, repeating tho s;:,mc 
procedure after ccch ndcslon,' This method has "been used very of- 
f ectiv,.J.y, especially v/h.::n -fo vmre in th.-' tov^n 'of CR:LT0I,.' along tho 
.'lir'O River.' In three days rjc fired moT;-: than 1,000 rounds end 
roc;.iv.:d some very hea-^'y nou"'tcr fire, including* 170' s. One ox 
our guna-.-sTT-.s. hnockod out ■•■■.nd on ; sight, but vo hnd no personnel 
ce,su.eltie-s." 

(3) ■ Cennon, The infantry cnnnon conpeni -s of this Division have 
preferred -"nd -are on,uipp..d '■ri.th the 75r:tri Fn,ck Hor;it2Gr. Having c, 
g:':'e':'.ter range e.nd more mr^^^ei-'vcTability th-^n th.' present I'^S^^n Hor.'- 
itzcr, -13, it has made up for its lesser purch by greater Qccurr.cy 
and rapidity of fire. 

Staff Sergeant ISiTIsi R. ?M;?mA, 135th Infantry, 

"In bt;;' opinion the 75r:r, Peel: H'-Avitzor ' is th>-^ 
non coinpanioE. . Thi^; fact can easily be Confirnied 
Ing our recordf;," 

First Lieutenant DFel" C. FZLLO^S, 135th Infantry. 

"Toach the inf antry regii^ant hor: to shoot arti?lory. Gannon 
company job is to support, Lu.t let the inf ant:^ 'hrlp. Teach FO 
raethod of conduct of firo. Take the Doughboy out to sorvico prac- 
tice, mnke each pair of eyes a FO, Tine .'^ire h-s "been vaiy E:ati3- 
fac-Uorily adjusted hy th infantry line officers in this rogieent 
d'-iriiig combat, 

Kes^p cannon coriipanv ' under a C'^jntral control, ^,Tiy have half 
tlie gnns idlft'Tahon they nouid be used, i Elmple FDG uill I'ork 
wndcrs. The pack 75B:rn Hoa-itf;er ha:3- 2000 yards nore rang..; and 300 
niils iaore elevation thn.n the. lOSr.in 2000 yards moans the differ 

oncG of covering the eector or not. This ras true at MONTIQUILA, 
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^/JJT/JO, G/JSSiafO aid mziO. Tho ^ell is lighter but you c^in enriy 
more of then. High r.ngles of. site nre vory frequent in the moms- 
tains. At P/iNTilHO they ran as high as 150 nilg, 75inm also has a . 
flesh hider that v/orks, !?o have shot when the field artillery 
couldn't. The pack ccn "bo takon dotm into, at least eight piocos 
and v/pighs ICOO pounds loss than I05tm, We should have split trail 
75m Pe:! ok Howitzer,. 

Give us tho s|*ton 6x6, It will go through the aud and up the 
hills, ■ It vdll piO-l out where th«3 i|^ton vehicles -.irLll be loft. If 
you can't get into position you can't shoot, 

Ifeke .Bur© the Vovigbhoy knoTsrs hoi^r to coromunicat© rdth the can- 
non company. With ths radios now' in the regiment it is simple. Use 
TTire vhere you can, La^ double lines v/hen you can. CP lines give 
a more reliable fire service. Also it is better for security sbk&* 
Hills play hell ndth tho- 3'^'^ series radio. Radio was all. that was 
used at PiHT/^HO, CASSINO and LMOTXO," 

First Lieutenant EfxRFCBD C. EVE, CfR, , 135th Infantry, 

"As soon as the battalion vith which you aro working takes a 
netr position it is our job to. register Several points around the 
position. at once and to get concentration numlixrs on the pointy. If 
you do this it tstIII eGabl« you to get fire on almost any- point ik the 
battalion sector In about one-half the time it ?/ould take if you, 
called for tho fire bsr co-ordiTiates, This proceduro has helped me 
quite a fe^ times in counterattacks, " 

Corpqo-al MORRIS WILSCB!?, ' I35th Infantry. 

"I have found it is a good practice ishen in the field to 
aluays retain, enough pOTTder charges in a convenient place, profer* 
ably an eaqpty shell casG, in ordei* that no tine be lost on a new 
fire jiiisslpn-iin which another charge or ttro is req^oirod. If ^-'e aro 
firing say charge ont! arid have twfenty rounds prepared to fire, I 
larlce sure.cy aijBEunition F*an, ha^ twenty charge two, throe and f oi^ 
poxTdor . "hags- ■vi.'ij'ere they ^mey'.be gotten on an instant notice. Then 
oven , oh the daptteist'. nights it's .a siiaple m^^tter to replace them in 
the' "shell cfsing if needed, phd get the rounds out there in the 
shortest ^possible) tine,'^ 

First ,Lieiat,Qnaat ^p^JL p*,,:0.|EEIEK, 133rd Infantry. 

"One. thing fHr^y^ "i;\;a5rnpd. is: th4 "^certainty 'of- the r^iported 
positions of frpnt'line'eieffeirbd, Tbis is true mOro so in hilly 
coTintry .than in -more Ipvqi^Qbl^. terraiil,. |n the campaign beginning 
around the first pl^^^'bf -iTui^i^ -through- '4;te hills to the, plain be- 
fore tlie ARKO River, I was an observer for a company of '75rm can- 
nons. Time' and again units on tho right and left reported them- 
selvpa- ahead of. wher<^.thf!y jaotually were. % taking their given 
positions and alloTrf.ng..r^-i4rod safety lajgrgln for firing a lot of 
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oneny t&rgote on our flanke, thrt wei'o 1ih.rsssing us and could havo 
been neutralised, woire rofusyd*" 

U) SVmn AT Oun. 

Private First CInfls VOiaHT, 133rd Infantry. 

"The wheel segments on our. 573imi AT gxms shoijld be taken biff as 
they catch coromnnicatlon v/ires and it has beon proven, that tjith the 
brakes set the gun can be f ired. J-ast as Accurately," 

Captain EDWItJ LEWIS, Hoadquarters 34th Infantry Division. 

"57inm AT guns, can do a great -job ori machine' gun eroplacemonta 
as direct smtport artillery if we had more HE ammunition. About 
60^ AP and AC^ m ^ovld be right," 

First Lieutenant SIGUHD Ol5CfI, 133rd Infantry, 

"I believe that gun erer:s should be trained in riding the tanks 
Tjith the AT guns in tovj, and the ,^.iiaiRmition end equipisent on the 
tank. This affords a means of getting the guns into position when 
it is inipossible to get there vfith a truck. Triinir^ in our rest 
areas has shoT.'n us thi^i cf^n be done quite easily. The lesson was 
■lc:arncd at CECINA during the day. of 1 July. Company "iF" of this 
battalion assaulted the toT?n, riding on and advancing vjith. the 
tcinlis. They by-passed soir,e encnis'"- machine guns ^bich remained si- 
lent v/ben the tanks were near, but sfhich opened up again when they 
had passed. Their fire swept the only road open into tho town and 
then fired on any movement,. If v/e had beon able. to go in rdth the 
tanks we could have given tho rifle troops some badly needed AT 
protection. As it v.-ns, v/e were forced to wait till the guns were 
silenced, which was about dusk, before -vte could get Into tho to',7n, 

I believe that the gun <:vmm should be trained in night fir- 
ing with the aid of 60Tm flarosj. At LARI on l6 July our guns ;rerc 
far forward and sighted to cover from the flanks tho two roads 
leading into our battalion jsr.ctor, ,That night enoE^r armor was 
heard moving along, these roads b^t the gunners were unable to fire 
because of darkness. With this thought in mind, we worked up p., . 
method to enable us to fire at night. The gtins should move into 
position during daylight, if possible, to give the gunners a look 
at the terrain in front of them. Coordinate fire with one of the . 
60mm squads so they will be able to fire their flares directly'- over 
the target -iipon call. If firing of these flares is continued at 
the rate of one every 20 or 30 seconds the tergot, rrea is very well 
lit up., and the gunners, during o\)r exercise, were able to see the 
cross hairs and lead metkings in their eight very plainly'-. They 
were able to pick up and track, .suo.cessful3y, their target. The 
distance to the target was ab^ut 6o.o yards and the target was . a . 
peep moving across the torr.aln. The gunners and sound leaders all' 
agree that the method is simple enough and that it is workable." 
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(5) Grenades, 

First Lifutcna»t JOKK C. fjU'B, 133tA Infantrj^ 

"It is opinion thr.t rrioro onphasis shoixld br placed on tho 
use of the riflf; grenade . On about 2& Jtuic, near CAST AGNETO, r. 
right flaiik platoon r/as prartiallj surround ;-d 1:^ about 5^ Gcrriians 
arnod v/ith machine guns, nachino pistols and rifles. This platoon 
V7as in a dry river bod,- rind the ^T^rroimding country ties very flat 
ulth a network of drainage' and irrigation ditches 'that wcra someuhat 
groOTi up with brush, Tho Gcrnans v/ere abort 100 yards froa o\ir 
positions so that we wore unable to employ our mortars. The pla- 
toon had no gronede launchors, and rjas unable to dislodge the Ger- 
mans .by small arirs fire. It is lEcr opinion that these machine guns 
could have been knocked out or forced to withdo'aw if rifle grenades 
had been used on them," 

Captain ALBERT J. HOXHJELIE, 135th Infantry*/ 

"A white phosphorus rifle grenade can be made from a rcgul.?r 
AT rifle grenade and a Yf? hand grenade. These wero used to a good 
advantage at ^'iNZIO, TLey should be laade by an ordnance company," 

Inf n.ntry Medical Setachr-r'nt . 

Captain /iLEX BROFM, KAG, 133rd Infantry, 

"The battalion Aid. !^t^.tion marks tho point where first echelon 
niGdical service ends "nd isecond echelon medical service: begins. In 
peacetime on manei-.vers, in barracks life, and during rest periods, 
this is a logical definition of activity. In combat, hoiiever, 
this system vdll not and has never v;orked out. Collecting compan- 
ies, as constituted, do not perform the function outlined for 
them 'in tho field manuals. In order to sov^re the troops niost 
efficl€ntly within the framevjork of the present T/O and tactical 
doctrines, tho follo-dng has been nccoss,<iTyt 

(a) Close liaison bct-.Tcen the regimental surgeon and the col- 
lecting company commander, . , . 

(b) ..'..inbulanceE- may be Gmproy';d as far Hp-^ as battalion -id 
stations, or it tiay be impotsaiblo to got an ambulance to within 
miles of the bf.ttalicn "id str.t3.on. Bach of those situations poses 
a diiierent tactical problom and changes the relationship bot-i7G,on 
first and second echelon raodical ..services, and thus changes tho 
responsibility of the regimental surgeon, and -the collocting company 
cori:inai:idor.. The tactic.-J. situation itself changes rapidly and for 
each battalion aid station, tho situation may be different. Thus 
it can be seen thvt tho old divifiion betr/ocn first o.nd second 
echelon medical service is an arbitrary' one. In the past, much .dis- 
agrcoment and disLarriio-;©" developed br.causo of this. The real 
separation between first ■■nd second echelon medical service has 
been found to be at that point where a casualty ceases to be 
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transported by h-xnd and r^o.n hr put irito n.n r.nbul'^.nco, 13o nattr.r c-t 
uhat point rilong thn route of ovai^uation this occurs, it is p. clocr- 
cut n:.id dcfinit.. junctioi:, Th cf;jl:.cting coupany thus b'jcor.-iGS in 
rcr.lity, r-.n nnbul-.nco co-;p^-ny. It "brj.ngri its r.iLibulancus as closo to 
the field of b-.ttlo ^-.B possible. The regincDtr.! s-urgoon ftnd his 
assistants thus have th:; tq on f nihility of f.v^^.cuating the battle- 
field, rondorliij" tho vit-l -icdicnl aid nocossnry at tho aid sto.tions, 
and then bringing thoao patients to tho -Taiting ^mbTilancos, 

In order to pcirforF. this job^ the. regimental E"irgeon must 
havG in his control all th'^ littor bearfors normally assignod to the 
collecting company, pl'as uhobovGr additional, litter bearers he can 
obtain. He r^ust iji-ke a thoro^jgh study of the tactical situation 
and .an accui'ato cstinirt:;- cf vhp.t v.lll be needed and then act fic- 
cordingly, and lie must do thils, not after.-the casualtio^s occ^or, but 
many hours bofortj. 

Tills Division h.^.s fought in iriountairou? terrain during most 
of thi Itrlian Ca.^paign„ On man" occasions, it has been inpossible 
to bring m rrcoiilrnc:.- -nyaborG ncrror than 2-5 milos to the bat- 
talion aid stations for a-cohs at time. It has been nrcesEary to 
or.:^-:c,ni2o litter ralays consisting of as nany as l6 rel-'.ys, employ- 
ing h-'.iiidrt.dr. of li.ttoj;' bearers^ bctr;een the frontline and tho v;ait- 
in:; arebu/ancRS, On ovf-rjr one of thoao occasions, it has been tho 
regi^iiijnta.l surgeon md hie assif.;tants -lio organized these relaj'-s and 
kept them functioning, us'ing the litter bearers assigned to the 
collocting connany '.?hcn-jvor ho sav'' fit a 'He of this regiment have 
boon fortunate in devc].opim; a close liaison --.dth our supporting 
collecting cornpany so th- t tho function of casualty evacuation has 
proceeded smooth.ly and -ff ici-^ntly. 

If the rogimontn.! su.rg',;on had taken tho attitude, "l^cll, the 
FM says that the collect:' ng corpany "dll evaciiato the aid station" , 
and then had sat back and vjaitcd for them, there v/oxild have been 
literally himd:^.:.ds of p-'tients still lying on the mountain sides 
of Italy or else evacuated Ly the GRS. The 3rd crossing of the 
VOLm^O, the battle of Ht. fimONE, the hills above VEJy/^'RO, and 
tho advance from GPCSSETO to tho AHxIO are illustrations of the 
above, " 

First Lieutenant RUl I. B/T;-S, I'AQ^ 133rd Infantiy. 

"It is a definite morale factor to irjf entry troops to knoi; as 
they go into combat th-.t if they arc v-oundcd they v.dll not have to 
lay out on the fi.:jld e.i brittle for a long period of time. Tho 
average: infantrym-n h:..s a fear of this -jhich .is so strong v/ithin 
bin th; t tb - mikutc hv j.a i.vounded be thinks only of yelling imedics' 
or 'litter squad' 

Technician ?ourth Grade ED:^ai:5I) Z. CABAN/V, 133rd Infantry. 

''Usually i::. -.n aid Dtatien v;ben a casualty occurs confiision 
arises .rnd -bout fiv:5 ran try to do the :;ob of 2 men. In ovx aid 
station a certain number c-' r.-:en are on duty at r:. certain tir.ie. If 
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t;icre arc more pntionts th-n can be c.nrcd for by the men already 
on duty the other men rro or lied to help during tho rush* In this 
v;r.y v;c rvoid nvch coirfuEiont" 

Tcchnicirn Third Grade GI^STFE L. IIAKLEX', 133rd Infantry, 

"rriiilc n. tccbniclan in a battalion aid station I havo observed 
Tnnny times the nocoseity o'^' hr.ving a minosiveoper availablfr to the 
battalion mr.dics to aid in the evt-cuation of soldiers wounded in 
nj.ne fields, , \ 

A good e:;:anple of this Ditup.tior. took plr'ce 6 NovoTiibor 194-3, 
r-;o soldiers rjerj sevevr:!'/ v/oiindrd in n. mihofiold. Thr.r^e litt-.r 
bearers wore senx- into the rinf^field to' bring them out. l.hilc in 
the act of doing so, ty/o of thorn --jsro .'■Iso Ecvf3relv wounded. Rather 
than sacrifice more iitt.; r bearers in tho attempt to bring then 
out an order 77a s sent to the b-ttalion P and A section for mine- 
Bveepers who 'VQre at t]:r tiir," ■'inav^'ilabxT beeausG of other rjcrk. 
There v:as a delay oi" ■-■n h ?i;r before f\ path to th<- rounded coiJ.d be 
cleared, /ill of thlc actf.vity took pl.-^ce within 200 yards of an 
aid station where the ■■■■ountlod could havo received prompt attention 
il' there had boon minesv-'ecjjcr s available." 

CaptaK. KGRATIO i:. 10210, Hoadcuartnrs 34th Infantry Division.. • 

"A n-^n adrinistcrinf aid -jiil usually not draw fire oven though 
he bo in open terrain. On the other h'--nd, three or four men gather- 
ing over a wounded coir^panicn often rosul be in the entire group bo- 
ceirdng casualties . " 

Rer:ar ks (Misc .) 

Staff Sergeant J0H2; T. CO-SLL, 135th Infantry. 

"There have ben too rrany instances of rushing into. situa- 
tion \rithout full knoivd.ed;;^': of v.'hat is happening. 

:7e have expori(;ncod situations whore a little more time snd 
pre-aaration -701310 have sav.'cl tine, in,^; tcri .^^l r^nd lives-- 

For instance:.. Inproeer rocenf.eisGance causing a battalion on 
trucks, to dotrnck and f i«^ht for an assembly area. 

Or: The diff ftrent TreaponE not having -tine to reach their 
designated areas preparatory to the attack. Then the attack. is ^ 
mixed up, and the Jump- off tima has to be sot back as much as six 
or eight hours. 

Or: The reckless v.'ny in which mined areas arc treated, '.Je 
have seen vehicles and equipment blown up on roads and trails that 
are plainly marked :ith ter, ■^errian mine sign. If a little caution 
is taken, it can he easilv dcterri.aad v/h ether the- road has been 
swept or vehicles have "hrredj'' travrled it. 

Plenty of time for .■reconnaicsaace, preparation, -^nd passing on 
to the troops all information av.'j'.l/.blej T.dll insure a bettor chance 
of success. Even if the eituataon is preasing, "Look before you 
leap"," " 
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(^•pttan PIGH^T'D ?. ;7ILKING0N, 133rcl Inff;ntiy. 

".jtc f;kin,o; s-.dTols shorld bo ror.ovod. They catch in thn oriish 
r'.na -■Cd to tho noise in night attacks. 

Xii,-, uEt; of diTiVJS us '^'outos of approach causes many casualties 
from r.rti.l ]_er:,- rnd mortnr firo in mouritain fighting. By using 
raouatcins f.nu hil.3. sides srO.ectinfT the best cover f nw casualties 
rcsvOj" d ^TO'T, rrtillory or mortar fire,, /.s most drpT(S arc cove-red 
'by ;:),rvi''.l'.cry fir. thay poor routes of approach. 

It is best to carry inortar b^gs ovor your shoulder as it is 
cr.sicr to hit th'-- ground c.-^.rrying tl-cn that viray, 

r'lTi:.!! arms fir cuscs foiT casualties so look up as often as 
pLi£!Bibl- to S0& v.rhat is ^oing on, i''hon your head is dorm you see 
not'i'.ng T'hLjn it is up it is only tv;o inches higher, you can sgo 
th. t-d'turtio:} '-nd prot^ict yourself and your coinrades," 



■.>o: 



oant IT.'RST C. V.'J.IEREK, 133rd Infantry^ 



being up on tho linos I have rritncssed many fellow GI's 
ivj r.ciion. In one. crsg ttc viorc going through tho brush in the 
Jtiovuitrins r-rJ. a !nachino-pl£:tol opened up on us from our flank and 
i7c; all hit the t 'ound. \7o had a far; nor? men rith us that had just 
come in. No one hr'^i to tell then to get dor-n, they just did, I 
aa>ou one l-atur hir/ coinr a<:. got doun and he said it came natural, 
lie took cover and f-;eod cover, li-. got behind r. big rock, but the 
trouble crmo ■■ftor tl-^t, \'c ret dov.-n ^nd then started trying to 
figure }.v.st ".-her ; the fire v.-as coninp fron. He went around the rock 
tr-icc, ur.tii I finally fot close cnouf^h to point out the direction 
.in r:hioh the ■jidl'-'ts v.'orL-, comin;:^ froir:. I, ryself had. the same ex- 
porionco -jhr-n I first c^':;e in .and h^d to learn th'- hard way. 

v'hat I tl-iink la thry ahov.id cut dor;n on running these 'Keep 
dor-n courses' ■■ nd f;ivc the fellors In the States more of 'crack 
a;id thu.np'. It's even h.':.rd .'■''or -n i^jrporionced soldier to pick out 
t!ic spot vj'ierj the .fir ; is coming from without assuming that new 
fellows can." 

Staff Sergeant ip ./MTTK-reTTT^, X33rd Infantry. 

"One of our mr-n is d-ad today because he picked up a Gerin.-n 
r;!a.chine >'Vn aft r '-e had d:-iv.;n off thv- ene^n^^ and he carried it to 
ov-!,;.- asE.^^bly point or. opposit'.-; edge of the hill where he fired it to 
SO;, if it v.orkod, Gerrria':, American tank h-ard it and zeroed 
i:: on hir., Th,. second shell that came in exploded him all over 
tjit, plrce. 

Our sqii-id hae noted an inter-st-^ r;^ fact aboiat som? of tho 
re:>eflelde ^:hich tho JoiM'ies have left "fully marked with their 
s;' ■ -.id .-ire. These sr.ots were tall --ith unmowed grass, whereas 

&">-ss in tho unirinrd portions of th.- sam; fields was mowed, 
■■':rhe.ps con.jtLinf.'f: this .•or]a be valuable bit of knowledge for a 
^cout adeane'-g ia am- ^.-here the Germans have had time to re- 
move their >:.,chtur;g, l''!iner:' si'^'s and barbed wire, watch out for 
tall clover fie'' b^,^' 
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Second Lioutemnt DE/JU P. HAMILTON, 133rd Infantry. 

conpany ve.s order .-d to r.dvnnco one QftGrnoon and along v-ith 
the order canr- inf ormtion that the high ground to our lr;ft \ms 
occupied by friendly troops. We ndv^ncfid r;ith thnt assiirnncc, V^nd 
v;ore caught in p. hc?.vy f l-?,nking firo from that supposedly occupied 
ground -nd had to v/ithdraiT cr ta trapped. 

The lesson I learned from thr.t owj sxporience is never despend 
on reports, no matter ho?: official, for protedtion of yom- fldnlcs, 
AlT/ays take it for granted that both fienlcs are opon and occt^ied 

First Lieutenant JOHN V. PErD.SRS/.ST, X35th Inf?.ntry. 

^'In several instances Tjhore liy platoon was advancing through 
vineyards \7hero visibility vras Ifmited to 15 or 20 yards, vvo forced 
the eneiJ^r to surrender even though \'{& hsd never seon him. After 
being fired on from positions hidden- from our view \ie would open 
up Tidth every available r.'oapon in that general direction and ad- 
vance abreast in that mr-.nnor. On sovoral occasi-^ns thr- Germr'.ns 
waved Tifhite fl-.gs and camr out v/ith their hands vp simply because 
ve thre^T so much lead norr his positions that he was afraid to 030- 
pos.^ himself to fire at us, A man also forgets about being afraid 
if you can got him to start shooting," 

Technical Sergeant ROT T/ALKSE, I35th Infantry. 

"On 'the night of July 7, 19U, Company "G" attacked and 'ook 
Ki3,l 163, coirpletoly surprising t^o Jerries, ''■.■e innfiodiatoly began 
to dig in th;: hrrd rode for da-..-n v;ou}.d soon overtake us. Dar/n 
broke and everything t;"S quiet, too quiot. 

To our front a single Jerry ,nv?rpod up, started running like 
'boll* to his linos. One of our riflemen fi^'od and missed. Then 
rnothtr took upon himsoLf to fire. Soon the whole company T;as 
placing its v,-hole firo cov/or on thc^ single Jerry. The riiole Jerry 
arr-S" let loose nitli sn:all firms and 88' s, resulting in mny casuril- 
tios and d-aths Just bcaiuso vo had f;i'^ n avmy our position, 
strength arid fire pov:er on a single Jerry, . - 

vrc learned by experience to hold and control yovoc fire until 
it is needed," 
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CHAPTER II - AETILLSRI 



1, In most instances the Ir!fan.trj''-Artillury team has bean developed to a 
fine point d'arlng current operations. It has been observed that newer imits 
coining into combat either have not tsen arare of some phases of Infantry -Artil- 
lery coordination or have not h<^A su-fficient training herein due to anrniunition 
limitations. The greatest single factor is the creation of an "esprit de Regi* 
mental Combat Teajn", «here mutiaal confidence and respect have developed to a high 
degree. True, the realization of this e^'prlt ?/ill come only after combat where 
true valnos are revealed, but rriuch can be dona in training to hasten its arrivsl. 
The lessons learned in training proved to be sound in principle and furnished 
the artillery of the 3/i.th Infantry Division a workable basis for operation 
against the eneuy. Throughout oirr part in tho caynpnign in Africa and in Italy 
the varied sitiiations that confronted us have resulted in the observation listed 
below, 

a. Operations s 

Captain WOODRO^f M, SMITH, 34th Division Artillery, . 

1, "Employnient of Li<?.ison Officers; 'Tn garrison too often 
the selection of officers for Liaison duty vias not indicative of 
the importance of ; that parti cul.-;r assignment. In action the de- 

y4 mands on the Liaison officers ivere such that only very reliable 
j men v?ere entrusted with the -ivork. The Infantry conime.nders 60on 
' learned to rely on their artillary advisers for necossary fire 
support. Close cooperation egg obtained ^vithout any impetus in 
the form of writton orders ^ Liaison officers were called upon to 
select defensive fires, harassJ.rg irissions, preparation concen-. 
tration concentrations and to report Infantry dispositions. . At 
times they \vere also called upon to adjust fire. Physical stamina 
is ossentio.1. The Licdaon parties are at times obliged to operate 
ujider the most advej-se conditions. 

2, Forvjard. Obsorver^: The Artillery observers must be 
centrally controlled, ^"e found it advisable for the Battalion 
S"2*s to coordinate obeorvation in their oi,Tn combat tean sectors, 
thereby eliminating the possibility of duplication of effort. 
Hot' observers are prone to be over enthusiastic if not uarofully 
instructed. It is a nat\iral tendency for inexpetionccd officers 
to Randor off on patrol missions, to become separated from their 
supported Infantrj?" and thereby [^et out of touch with the ■situa- 
tion. The obe.ervors are the only tangible touch you have with 
the front line •jlemonts, A forv.ard observer who invariably gets 
pinned dov;n by enemy fivs is T??orthlesE? . One Artillery Battalion 
lost tr/o observers to er/dmy /action in quick succession during 
the fight around PANTANq, Investigation revealed that the 
tT;o officers had placed themVelves in pocitions vJhere observa- 
tion was secondary to personal defense. The next observer sent 

[ out i^as instructed to look for observation somewhat to- the rear 

of the site of the tvfo provioua misfort^jnates. The support af- 
forded our defending Inf .ir'try, -,vas noticeably improved by this move. 
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3. Reconnaissance; Reconnaissances vrere as varied as they 
were nuiTLeroua. In a rcpid moving situation we found it necessary 
to maintain continuous reconnaissance by at least one officer in 
the Division Artillery, Many times the infantry pushed on just 
before dark, thereby necessitatirig a last minute move of direct 
support artillery, 

4-. Selection and occupation of positions: The ideal Fort 
Sill battery position can seldom be found. Many. times the posi- 
tions available are very difficult to occupy. Battery commanders 
in training choijld learn to tell at a glance if any given location 
TJill serve as a battory position. In the mountainous terrain around 
COLLI, pieces vjere .winched into positions that presented almost in- 
surisioijsntable obstaclsB. In many instances the pieces were spread 
over .a front covering, 40*3 yard s» with each piece on a slightly dif- 
ferent elevation. There ie no get-rich-quick solution to occupa- 
tion of a gun position. Frequently the positions that presented 
the most hazards during the actual occupation, later proved to be 
the most secure. 

In Italy/ 'many of our units put their CP's in houses. This 
practice is l''rx)Tjned upon in the texts but it worked out very sat- 
isfactorily in action. The reason is obvious. The houses in 
•Italy are extremely sturdy and are so numerous that they have lost 
■the lone-house-on-a-hill aspect. It is essential that an artillery 
CP "be reasonably comfortable. Fatigue and discomfort breed errors 
in firing data. The artillery technician must do everything in 
his poi'jer to eliminate mistrUzes, 

'5. Obsorved fires: Tho for;^ard observation method of ad- 
.iustnient r;as usod almost exclusively. Observers too often fired 
for effect before a sure bracket ^as verified. This practice 
became sharply apparent at CASGINO, where the majority of the tar- 
gets demanded precussion methods. There i?e found it necessary to 
insist on methodical adjustmonts. Another pitfall ^as the selec- 
tion of targots. The inexporienced observer is apt to be stampeded 
into shooting at vague and unrenunerative locations before he has 
taken time to carefully ascsrtain the most profitahle course of 
action, Vivien the i3upporT.ed infantryman are insisting on artillery 
fire in front of them tho observer must make every -effort to lo- 
cate the offending re-sis'^.-- nco, Uso harassing and area fire only 
■■".s -a- las.t r jport j 

6k IMobserved fires; Pr-::;pr.ration fires v/hen properly 
E elected and controlled jxc invaluable to tho infantry attack, 
We found through pr^.ctico that a series, of phase lines, perpend- 
icular to the axis of adv-nco v/ith selected concentrations in 
each phase, gavo tho best ro^iults. This type of preparation is 
easily controlltjci and may bo changed readily to conform to the ad^ 
vanCG. of the infantry. HoRover, a dense praparatiori did not pro- 
vide arn 'open-sesame' to the infantiy. At LAMJVIO the Division 
Artillery shot a preparation through to completion and then re- 
ceived calls for fires in the Initial phase line, . The infantry 
".■j'ks held up by closa-in strong, points vihlch had weathered the 
preparation fires ... ■ . ". , ' 

T.O.T, Bhoots are vorth vfhile whan a quick and intense volume 
of fire is desiz-'ed. This type .of concentration -covers an area of 
considerable depth and T;idth and therefore cannot be. used close in 
to friendly troops, 
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T x ■ y- or;- -r:d hir Losing firss arc definitely v.'orth-'jhile. 
nt CLIIVj-_": C', nriticnl points verc selected from map and air photo 
ctudj: nnd from S-2 re'oorts, Dwaps, lanloading-ipoints , defiles, 
critic-tl intersoction.T , on mountain roads, transfer points (truck' 
to pnc': iTiuIef) wore all covered, ^Expenditures for the Division 
Artillery varied froia /iG06 to 6000 rounds' per night for foiir 
nights, Pr's taken after coir.pletion of the program> stated they 
had not hi.d p.nything to eat for several days. 

7, Tanl:s and tank destroyers for indirect fires.-: used' 
attached tanl-rs and tank destroyers inainly for interdiction and' 
harassing. They are excellont for the roving-gun type o,f harassing* 
Only limited use r>'as made- of them for preparation fires because 
of their eztremeJy flat trajeetory at the shorter ranges." 

Is.* Intellr'sonce-. Coun+ erh atter;' ^: All reports by battalion S-2's and 
Envision Artillery '-3-2 uere verbal, r,'r:tton reports having been discarded early 
:.n the campaign, . G-2 periodicals L'hich had a daily distribution down- to bat- " 
teries Eiade other i-'ritten- reports a duplication of effort.. Special reports to 
G-? -rcl^j.ded a .'suiEjUary of ensicy artiller:/- activity four tiites daily and a 
'.'.'■-athc-ir re; ' ' '■ one's a day transmitted by telephpne, 

'..he, duties of Division Artillery' S-2 eventually evolved to that 'of 
D'v'sion GEO, almost all other duties being subordinated. The most important' 
z:nfp^3 item of inf ormatj on passing through his; hands proved to be enemy shelliiig 
r( 'Mts, As front-line troops hiad raver teen 'indoctrinated 'with the basic ■ ' 
:;rincipleE of reporting inform:. t ion about enemy shellin;:.^. considerable difficulty 
was experienced ■ initially v.'ith getting any of, this type of inforaatipn. A pro- 
"rim TS'tis started to renedy this de,foct during the first rest period and the 
■'csults -vere npticsablc at once. Cubsoqy.entJy,' during each rest peji-iod, the 
'.Toblem has been attacked from % different angle v;ith good results each time 
■: ' +0 the cloSR cooperation of infantry 3-2' s. It -7as. made,. Division SOP that 
..11 enemy shelling bo reported direct to D.ivlsion Artillery. S-2 .through artil- 
lery channels, 

I^jcr AETHim J. 'FZTERCb:^, 34th Division Artillery.- , . ' ' ' 

" (l) Shellreps: 'P2'ob_.b.ly one of the; most uncomfortably sen- 
sations you uill ever experience is that of being spotted in the 
.open byJorr;?" artillory. You fe-sl as though- there is', nothing you 
can' do about it but -sr^eat it out. Your first rea-etion.V;ill be tft) 
hug the ground and pray that .nothing comes ycjiravay*; That mistake 
is frequently fatal, the' first thing to do is.t.o^get the hell . 
"aa'ay from -.hero j oa are bofjre. the Kraut is registered on you. ••He 
.is generally a miithodical Joe ?.rd 7'ill ccntrlnue tQ register on the - 
'Sane" place -even ! after th.:>r-;- is nothing there. T-he next thing to 
do is hollar' for; help,, . Ur.l.-;E3 you h.Hve ; the .Jeirry . gun spotted cold 
there is only one guy in tro Arry' v.h:0 eah' he3p you silence' thai 
so-and-so v;h'o seem:: to c.-.r:: ■ :.\ i.icrsonal grudg6 against you. That 
man. is the counter -battery officer,, ' , ^:!. 

From the .-beginning of r.ry . operation 'the C,B«P. keeps track of 
all the antics of eneiTi^'- art.ill,ery by 'nteans ^of interrogation, 
partisan reports, air---phctos 'and 's hel ling reports. .Ke .generally 
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has a pretty good idea v.'hGre J&rry has his artillery or where he 
has his alternate pofjitj^cna , You arc the only man -.vho can tell 
him vjhen Jerry is activo. In or'5.er to pin dorm the offending bat- 
tery the follov-ing infCiTVi+iori iti of Tit.-il im^sortance; 

(a) v'His.t direction i;^ ht- firi.;jg froa? This indicate 
the ('ensral area. (ThiE inforratr'ori ia of no value unless the 
C30 kno'.;s jhsre jon ars}.. If yon can see" the flash yon can re- 
port a fairly accurate dirsction bo the enoTi^j gun or your trained 
eai'.iJill enatle you" to ostirijate the direction if a flash cannot 

be seen. If you get a cha:.u-;e to ex'iraine the shell crater the furrow 
THay indicate the direc-ion of fire e^;p.jciall/ if the shell has . 
gone through soir.s foX:iage oc:"ors ].aiiding, '-Dnda' ivill sometiruss 
■give ycu pretty accurate direction of fi.re, 

(b) ITh.at time did the rounds, come in? The CBO needs this 
dope so he can tie' your report into others -he gets. Two or more 
reports on the se.i.ie Gbelli::,g riay l:;cate- the ene'tr;^ g'ons accurately 
enough to begin firing unccserved fire right ai:;ay. This is very 
important in the case of £>P guns becuase of their ability to charge 
position CO often that tie CBO can't keep ■!"hem located, 

(c) VJliere are the rounds landing? The"'ans':7.'er "to tto'-ff keeps 
the CDO posted on v.'h:it tho enony is trying to do. Fire falling on 
our front-line troops often j^-ooodes a counterattack and informa- 
tion about it v;ill enable our imit CO' 3 to alert the artiU.ery to 
be prepared to fire in that sector, i-ire falling; on roads and 
trails indicate that the enemy probably thinks our front-line 
troops are being too i,.all v?upplied r;ith -C' rations^ If the 
Jerries' attention io directed to oiir artillery you can bet that 
some Krant dog-face has called up his artillery and asked them what 
in bell are you going to do about those SOB* 3 Vjho are cutting us to 
pieces,: The ans^^er probr-bl" tjpSj 'Hov; in hell do youse guys expect 
us to f5.re if you don't +urn in any shell-repr.?^ 

(d) Hovi; -^ny rounds have corao in? T:e vjant to knoTi this 00 we 
ca'" nar.n',a"-n rrar 2 for 1 ratio .and also to find out Just hovj ser- 
ious he xs about ttn --Vole -nhj.'o.?. i^ctually, vie tjoss back about 
five tiiEea tiie nu'i^os.':' o.f ro he threvr^; in^ 

(e) Hot: many guns are firing and T.hat kind of guns are they? 
You can tell hov; many g'oi^s are firing by .1 isteni.ng to the guns re- 
port or the rounds striicing^ If they are right together or if the 
tine bet'veen b-..u;'3t3 is very short ho is usirg more than one gun" be- 
cause you can't firs an artillery piece like an M-1 even though it 
t'omctimes seems th-^t v.-ay. Everyone kncvs that the round that lands 
close ;rc!jnd's like +ho 'A.nHio Express' but don't let that fool you. 
Experience has taught ycu to distinguish botv.'een li.ght, mediuni', or 
heavy artillery. The si;-G of the 'crcter or ■ shell frao'ients sent, 'in 
x?ill cnablG tho CEC to d^terciKO accurately the, size and type of 
vjeapon that is shooting at y-ju* If the Shell comes lobbing in . 
sloVfly the chanet-K-; are th^'t. it comes froi:.. a howitEor. Fast travel- 
ing shells ccr.'iS i.roni c. gun^ Tho kind that, zip over your head before 
you hear 'the "report of the gun car corie fr^K-an ^S-^ -a -tank*. Re- 
port those as high velocity, Tho purpose of this is to enable the 
CBO to tiG the firing in vrith the particular one of our fr-ionds (?), 
so that ho can be properly remonbsred with a bouquet of shells* 
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Report any other usof-ul information such as the flash-bang time, 
whether he is vising airburst, super quick, or delay fuze and any- 
thing he is doing that is un'asiial. These are the things to remem- 
ber about shell reports. Your location, direction of fire, time 
of firing, the place shells are landing, number of rounds, number 
and type of guns. Be patient - a single shell-rep can't turn off 
the enemy firing like a faucst but it will let us know you are be- 
ing shelled. Our flying OP's, forward observers and the CBO vjill 
be put to ViTork with niinimujn delay," 

(2) Counterbattery - Infantry-artlllerj.'- teamwork in the ex- 
ecution of counter-battery operations TJas developed to the highest 
degree while the Division was playing an active defensive role in 
the ANZIO Beachhead. There, eneury artillery was plentiful ahd 
room for dispersion extremely limited. In addition to a Corps 
counter-battery section a full-scale counter-battery section was 
set up in Division Artillery CP utillKxng personnel from the sur- 
vey section to maintain 2i-hour operations. This ?/as supplemented 
by the establishment cf regimental counter -mortar sections. This 
accounted in part for the lightest casual tj?- rate in the division 
history for a like period of active engagement. A departm-e from 
normal coionter-battery procedure proved to be very effective. To 
provide maximum speed in reacting to enemj'' fire the following 
policy was adopted: When Shellreps indicated that the enemy guns 
were active and the information reported vjas not sufficient to pin 
" - down the offending battery, the direct support artillery fired 
several concentrations on known enenry- front-line installations ad- 
. jacent to the friendly area being .shelled. This proved to be ef- 
fective countor-battery because it usually silenced the eneriy 
artillery, PW reports indicated that considerable pressure was 
brought to bear on enemy artillery units by their front-line units 
to refrain from firing unless necessary," 

^ Following are the instructions issued for establishing regi- 
mental counter -mortar sections-J 

Operational Instructions ^lA, Headquarters 34-th Inf Dlv, 3 May 

"1, The eneny has made effective use of his mortars on for- 
ward Installations, relieving his artillejry for other missions. 
This may be due: 

a. To a desire to conserve artillery ammunition to coun- 
ter a major attack. 

b. To utilize the relative mobility of nortars as com- 
pared to artillery. 

c. To the relative ©ffiency of our counter-batterjr organ- 
ization as compared to our counter-mortar organization, 

2. Each infantry regiment will establish a counter-mortar 
section to utilise the methods developed by the field artillery. 
One officer will be detailed as regimental counter-jnortar officer 
(CMO) , 

a. A counter-mor+ar chart (Scale 1/12500 or larger) will 
be set up at regimental headquartoirs , 
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b. Location cf unory r;.orlD,rE from all sources (Mortar 
reports, OP's, patrol?, L'^tc,} vill C3 plotted acciurately on the 
coxintor-inortrir, chart, 

c. A forn for rostllo Mortar He porta slrailcr to the 
present Slell-rcp form will bj a^iopted, 

d. A program for indoctrinating al l front-line troops 
with the principles, pui^poije, 'ini importance of counter-mortar 
inforr.iation wil.l he ijtarted^ 

Oo A plan for additional communications to facilitate 
flovj of information will bo devised, if fovjid desirable. 

f. Personnel of the CT artillery Bns rsjill assist in the 
establishment of counte-^-raortar sections. 

3. The foil owing discussioa of counter -raortar measures, 
prepared by the Dlvlaion Counter ^Battery Officer, is publ:..shGd for 
the information and guidance of infantry coraraandorsJ 

a. The counter-mortar chart should be a scale of 1/12500 
or largor as a srnaller nay lo-^.d to iiiaccu.racies in plotting. 

b. iTeapons under reCimcnt&l control or direct support 
artillery generally a.re euffi.cient for all cpunter-raortar miKsions, 
Counter-ir.ortar programs wh.eroin a naisibyr of activa ffiortar pocitions 
of knovm loc:-.tion are engaged can be arranged through direct contact 
■aith Division Artill ory Koadqu.artcrs. 

^, TJhen coordinates of a knorn or suspected mortar posi- 
tion have been detormined it should be numbarsd for easy reference, 
A variation of the sjstcni ..."'or nunboring eneniy batteries iJiay be iiaed, 
e.g., 9733. The letters ident'^.fy tho position and the nm- 
orals indicate the grid square. The letter M, indicating mortars, 
should be added to provent confusion \;ith tho' enemy battoiy po3i-" 
tions, ^ addition an active mortar list should be prepared per- 
iodically and distributed to interested parties. Thie list shotild 
sho"; the number of the oneir^r mortar, the accurate coordinates, the 
height in meters (elevation above Foa level), source of inf or:iiation, 
and tho number and typo of mortars, if knorm. This r/ill permit 
missions to be assigned by number rather thar' by repeating all in- 
formation, 

d, - A counter -mortar officer and a qualified draftsiiian 
should.be on duty at all times at the counter-mortar control cen- 
ter, 

e, op's must be oquippott v/ith some device to permit ac- 
curate moastirement of flash, sound, or smoke azimuth to enem;^' 
mortars. A circle of degrees or nils inscribed on a swoth ruarfaca 
and equipi?ed i7ith a movable arrou to indicate direction and or- 
lentad by means of direction to a known point measured on the Kiap 
is more accurate than a conipass. The accuracy of location of 
cneny' i2)stallatlons varies directly as tho accuracy of location 

of OP'g, OP's should bo located by survey. They may be located by 
iuEpoction if eufficient map detail is present, 

f, OP locations are plotted on the chart. When a sound 
a:?imuth is reCGi''"ed a short line about an inch in length is drawn 
at that azimuth from tho OP reporting. An arror; is drawn to ind- 
icato tjie direction of the enemy mctar and the number of the report 
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antered above -yis line: A l<ing ray is draiini- jKLnsb. or snolcQ 
reports, ^nd tho tirao-of ■ roport Is shtared in addition to the report 
number. Two or uoru rays are nj^=id'3d to locate an enemy mortar 
position but a.. single ray of i-xn rill indicate an active knorn lo- 
cation. Gensrslly, a co^antsr-'nioHar m-'asion will iriof be initiated 
on th a basis of a single sound repoit, A n'fjmber of sotmd reports 
may izidicato the aroa that is ao±iive.. If enenrw- mort.aring becomes 
serious, a genortJL counter -mortar program may b^ Started. , . 

Tlore is a toMer^cy^ for observers to 'report only the - 
mortftr fire falling upon them. PersoBRel miast be trained to report 
all mortar firo observed. As the observer gains confidoiice in tho 
possibilities of coijiitor-mortar fire the f lov.' of iaf ormation vjill 
beconje more regular , 

>1, \ The dijeciion ■ of fire of an en9iiiy mortar can be de- . 
terniined fron. ri,n- examination of the crater. This ■ •will be of some 
assistance in- locating mortar positions, 

j.,'" ■ Patrols^ PF*s and. civilians- fiirnish much valuable 
Information regarding mortar positions. Air photos ■ and.,, mosaics 
are the' best rieditm for extracting accurate lq>catlonB received 
from thes^ e'b^jrcbs, 

j,. 'EefiaviSs 6f the tendency of .-nortars to move frequent3,Y 
they rarely are in the same position reported by pb- to interpreta- 
tions, Rci ports from PI, however-, are valuable for determining 
likely' areas, ,. ■ 

Ic, The Air OP can spot only an t^cti ve mortar aijd- the 
appoai'anc© of aircraft often ca'-ises t'lO' mortar to cease firirg, . 
As eneciy mortur concentrations are gene:- illy of short duration it 
is not practicably) to fly special wort er nis'^ions,- Mr OF' g- are 
■at present under Divisicn ij7tillory- Hecdqiiarters control and many 
tiusas. it is posiit^s to coi^tact vl»i:.e3 iii the . air 'to obsorvo by ■■. . 
calling Division Artillery H^edquarters.' 

J.. As enemy sior^ar cri^vrs- aro known to. 11 ye av:.ay from 
their Tsiorttjirs it ia important to' ei^ga^e them fihile thoy ax-e active, 
Spi5.od is' es$en.1'la,l to count'er" mortar action. The CMO-wust have 
affleiant coijiraunlcationE j^nd- dir^^ct call- on v/sapons, bost suited 
to dei&t 'iiV^^ 'QXisioy ' m - 

(3) A '1(6' Fire Lin©y:fas - hubitu-illy establlshe oti th:^ div- 
ision .front, •, This aeriidt-Ji^ battalions other than tho diroct 
:3iipnQrt ijattaliptjs to firg ijr gsts of .opportunity, beyond that line 
Tjlthout obtainij^ a cleiirance from d.nf ?,ntiy coiipanders. The im-- - 
portanco of maintaining rigi^i control over all artillery, cannon 
compcnicsi TDjs and tanlts in respect to gutting claaraneo to fire 
v;ithin the 'No Fire Line' is best illustrated by the followiitg 
incidont: 

Extract, Jownal, 3-3, 3ith Division Artillery 

"Tho' 3rd Battalion, 135th Infantry was in position nuar LANUVIO,. 
Italy, on 25 Ha»^ and began to ^receive friendly artillery fire, A 
hurried call to:- Division Art illor^^- stoppod the fire of division 
artillery fbat tali on^ . but failed to stop the fire frilling on the 3rd 
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/■ B-;t.ta''-ion. ■ Cannon oohipauiss were choo'kGd hwt had not 13sGn .firing. 
Corps artillery and the tivo neighboring divisions- were cailod but 
I ploadod UQt guilty, Th^s friendly fire cpntimed. Later in the^ 
j day after Air OP's ha'^. so put ed friendly .territo?^'' thoroTj^'hiy, an 
M battery was dl3oovored -firing and it was thought th?.t the 
mystery had baen solv&d, Th^ shtallad area . regained pcacoful until 
the followirig day whan f iro eoiam.QncQd ' again. Frantic calls f^om the 
battalion CO shut off all artilloiy in the corps sector twice Tput 
the fire cotittHued to fall, Finally,' in d-osperation, patrols were 
S(3nt out to tlS'e aroa from vihioh the fire isas emanatiog to see if it- 
wgre poasible that an enemy battery had been b3i--passed in the .move- 
ment forward. Patrol? discov^ad tho assa^U-t gun platoon of a 

for two day's inith .almost comj^etg %^}c. of Imo^pdga of the friendly 
situation. Proper action was taltatp,^ 

■ (4.) ■ Artil-leiy ,bbsa-rvatlon ^sc^s furi^ished priirtarily by forward 
ol-iBorvers and Air DP*s, BattB^y OF'is ^igre rare, flash OP's were 
set up on the A^IO Baaehhead by all units including the Division 
Jj!P platoon find 34.th, Reoonaai«aanse- froop,' . Inf ormatic* frem theee 
OP' s ,v;s(s valuable In Spotting activ*? batteries' but intersections 
generally TJere no - aciiirate ejiou^ to pin dovjn new. locations', 
Air OP's flew patrol iiiif a ions constantly and prov^^6 their -v-ilue 
by stlaiioiii^ mm^ bf- -mry fsct stf th^sisp pr^ence* 

Continual coverage of tht division txoi^ during daylight hours by 
Air OP iff t^m^^-t g&^^tf 3re|)»i"ts "tffm phmrv^m nm 

still a problem, Jt ' is fto^^b*i^3i tteat a ^t±sfix<^%oxj solution T.'ill 
evey be found due to rapid tia?ftov«r of foyrord observers, but invirove' 
nent can bo gained l>y Intenatve application of basic principles :4ur- 
inij trainingt' ' ' ■ " 

Sl^^.,iSfTO;i"CTQgt of, |i:1jU^9jMr„-^y,,::fc^,g M,'^^n primary importance. 

caiii^ot (sae or otherwise occupied, and the battalion aoitoander cannot tafee time 
to Imtruct m infantr^r of floor oa" enlisted ajan on aethodB.of adijusttaent. Every 
infiantiy officer must be aVle -fco adjust, every line ICO, should be able to adjust 
snd fof best operation Qv6iy man should hiay© some knowledge 6f the subject. 

Colonel CARLEI I,, MAI?SHAI4L, C omm^nd ing ' Off leer }33v& 'Inf in GASSIJIO. 

''IvQ got a coupl(3 of privates sniping with the 8" howitzers 
at the onemy^beld houses about 75 yards dovm the street," 

Captain NEXSON F, KiSJMi, Gommanding CompaKy 't^"*' 135th Infantry* 

"It is kno^n that''t±iere have be on nuraeroiJ^ instasnees wbe», 
if only the artillery had been called to give au|:#orting fire, 
much damage and deetsmctlen could h^ve been inn^ieted upon the 
eneiuy. 

One special Ipstanoe was in North Africa ysben on© of is^y 
officers called back te roe radio that there i^nere several trucks 
unloading^ infdtnt?ymen to hta laft t%a,rk at a diststnc^ of aeverril 
thousand yards ♦ I told hisi that if he wo^ild adjust, artiller/ fire 
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thit I vjould call for it and relay his sensing. His answer was 
that he didn't know hov to adjugt fire. By the time I reached his 
position, it vns too late to call for the fire. 

On another occasipn, I i.;aa able to withdraw two platoons ivhich 
had been pinaed do\m by enemy mahclne giin and mortr.r fire by calling 
for artillery, fire» The division is nt the present time echedullng 
periods for of Cicers and non-comiKsioncd off ic^rc in ati.j-ustmcnt of 
•raillery fire and I feolioyo is meeting Tvith the utmost sr.cGess," 

Ifajor ARTHUE J. PETEESOK, 3^th Division Artillery, . 

"It is unnecessary to tell an experienced foot'-alogging dog«^ 
face hov; iniportant artillery suppoj't Is to hia when he needs it, 
l%en he rtms up -agsti.nst a J erry strongpoint that is too' tough 
to craclc -mith infantry weapons the proper thing, to do is yall for 
artillery. He's got t<5 be sure-, however, that the target he sees 
is worth tossing a lot of cannonb.ql.ls at because cannonballs are 
the only reserve- the artillery has and,-they qqs% sweat and blood, 
A single Heinie sunning' hi. nia elf or anHyetie mule and cart is not 
wopth a,n artillery concentration. There- will, most likely 'be an 
artillery forward observer somewhere' in your oompany area ucho is 
in contact with the guns* Look him up, give ^im your ■ mission and 
he will fire It for you if it is humanly possibJ,e^ Remeiiiber, he 
is just as interested in -killing Krauts as you are. Get acquainted 
with 'SO-OT artillery FO and his detail. Keep yoi^irself posted as to 
his location at all tiiaes so you can . find him tvhen j;ou need him. 
He will fire for the lowliest dogface as quickly as for the regi- 
mental CO or almost. If something has happeBed to hto you oan't 
find him o.rA you can get to your battalion CP by radio or- telephone 
the artillery liaison officer there can get fire on your target for 
you. 

Back in medieval days when the artillery nian was 'a civilian 
mechanic with an eye for war loot thfy tried to keep outsiders out 
of their union by covering, up their activities with a lot of send- 
scientific muBlbo-jmnbo Just like some professions still .do. Artil- 
lery since that day has becotne still more complicated and there are 
some technicatl problems that need special training to handle. 
This need not bother yoTj .because b.11 you want to do is 'lay a lot 
of scrap*- iron on the pretsol-banders .ind you can do it. 

The first thing to do is get a fow rounds out in front of 
you where jo\x can 3©e them, T.h,3 easiest way to do th-it is by giv- 
ing the artillei^ a point on the way at which to shoot, (This 19 
where the map reading you learned in basic-training would come in 
handy). The, artillery will come closer to hitting that point 
than yo'-u thijikj so if the" rounds suddenly appear about two miles 
to the right don't, cnas- out those SQB's wlio can't read a map - 
better take anothor looik at your* own. map. If the rounds land close 
but still not where you want them tiry to put yourself where you 
think the guTL position is and sense tha rounds accordingly - over 
or short, right or left. If you are using the battalion in direct 
support of your outfit it will normally be right behind you souco- 
where but if your target is an enemy gun or something that re- 
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quires medltJin or heav;:r caliber artillery the chances are that you 
TiTon't knoi-j inhere they ar^ firijig from. If tha* is the case or if 
for any reason you are not sure of the gun location:j, the safest 
thing to fio ia call for a range cliange, Ihis will do two tbinga 
for you - first, by reirsi;vbering -misre the previous rounds, fell 
• you will have an .idea of the direction of fire, and secondly, 
you will have a unit of measure out therp, by remembering how rauch ■ 
of eM increase in range y&a asked for, ^?hen you tell the gunners 
that you are within 50 yards of the target, the fire dir.-i£?tlon 
-tvlll most' liliely- order fire for effect, Ij;iless you' are uncom- 
fortably close to your t -r^st It is going to be hard fof' you to • 
judge h-OX! closs youc adju=.tir-g rour,di3 are. landing. It is VBrj!- 
important that you br^.cket the taTgetj get rounds that are over; 
and short of the target, ' Y'sU will Vnov then that the correct 
range is somewhere bettteon your over ahd short r.ounds." 

d. The inclusion of artillerj' defensive: fires in all iufantry attacic 
plans is axiomatic. In Italy, the German practice of small scale co-iintef attacks 
against the 34'th Infantry Division has almost proved abortive. Every objective 
is carefully chosen to invite counterattack ever torraiQ favorable for comjjleta 
artillery coverage. 

Colonel WILLIAM H, SCKILDRars, Coiruaanding Officer, 133rd Infantry, 

"I call it the mvurder apace." 

Major ROBERT E, ftoGKAW, 135th Infantiy, 

"I'Jlien 'operating in terrain that is fl*!:t a«d TWoded to any 
extent, the observation,' and tlierafore ths' effectiVeneB:s of artil- 
lery support of the FO and liaison officer becorties very limited, 
To make up for this lack of observation, prominent- points along 
the axis of advance can be rtgistsred by th-a Air OP in advance, 
Thesue points can then be uerd as su-ccessive base- points as the 
advance progresses, and \^±11 give adeqiiate artillerj'" support and 
a mecns of rapid adjustment in terrain gi^Ung limited observation. 

This same method can be applied to the objective, enabling 
\mit coiamnnders to lay dovn finjLl defensive fires imiaediately on 
occupation of a position,'' 
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CH/^TER III - INF/JTP.Y _ TAKK - TANK DESTROYS TEAM 



1. Th.o of-fcctivenose of this to-m hns been demonatrat(5d tine n.nd tina 
again. 

First Lieutenant J^Jf^C H. FuRSY, 133rd Infantry, 

"On S Jimc at 133^ in th- T/JIQUINIA area our company learned 
the volnr: of conbirod iofarttry and tank operations. 

Our linmediatD objective wcs to capture a hill v/hich vp.s approx- 
ii;^r.'c,G].j 500 yards to our front. Betrjeen the hill and the point 
fvDm which tre pv.shejd off the terr^-dn rms flp.t and was covered ijjt 
V'hoGt fi,-ld£. 

■ ■.;o attackad lato in tho aft.-rnoon '.without any support fire g:x- 
copt our o-f/n coinpany light rachint gnus. The attack vms made as- 
ti-'ido r railroad r/hich split our sector. The second platoon rras 
on th-:; loft side of the 'tracks, tlio first platoon on the right, 
ViTe advanced 100 yards ov-r the fif.t terrain towards our objoctivo. 
At this point ovr f5Co:rts v-oro pinned dovjn liy enejny iri-^.chine gun 
fire. The first platoon '■/as fired On fr^-.m throe directions cjr 
machdnc gun fire, thr second plat.Ton liktiTisc rms fired on by cross- 
ed machine sjun firo, Tho carripany ;7ae; - unable to advance. 

Tho coTiipany commr.vAcjT requested tank support. At I83OB three 
tanks arrived. The plat -jon .l-ader of the first p],atoon was able to 
point out the enaiT','' strong points to the tarfc coinniander before the 
attack T;ja.B rcauned. 

At I93OB the ctta.ck rmP resumed idth the tanks on lino vjith 
the platoons. The tanki^en firod their turret guns at every eneiir/ 
strong point shifting thoir firo from one targ^et to another as 
they advanced. 

The rifle platoons advancing T.dth the tanl^s in a skirmi&b 
formation held their firo rntil mthin effective range of tho tar- 
got s| then they oponcd firo, each plf)toon using its full fire pov^er. 

The tanlcs tJere .5uccef'sful in neutralizing the enotr^i'- fire. The 
riflo platoons g'-incd firo svporiority so that the encn^r could not 
return the fire and overran the positions in a HiniKura of tisie. 

This' objective could have been taken even sooner had the tanks 
been -;ith US'" in the fir2f.t atter^jpt to tafe; the hill. The ta.nk^ sup- 
port also nlniral^Bd tho^ easualtios. There were none in the first 
platoon and tro in the second. The third platoon Trhich vras com- 
ii-iittcd on right of the first in the second attack had one casualty. 

This particul.ar oper.. tici.. h^s given this corapany confidence .^n 
tanlcs." 

a* Combined tralnin^?;; is a proroquislte to the success of an infantry- 
tank operation. It cannot be expected th^t Infantry, kno-ving armor draws enemy 
fire, Tdll v.rork successfvUy rjith tarJcs without being faiailiar vjith them. 
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i^iret Lieutemnt LESLIE K, V'iiSiLL, 135th Infantry. 

"At AI'I7I0 there was an enemv strong point at house 'Y'. Severe! 
attr-:.mpts had been made to t--ke prisnne'^s fronT. this house by ii'fantry 
action alone without success. The CO dpcided to use tanks and Kiy 
platoon being chosen to operfs.tp v,dth them, I w?.s designated l orce 
comcnder, We were to use a platoon of Tnediuin. tpmce (5 t^^nlis) 
from the 751st Tprik "^attalion, 2 of ther: to act as base of Lire, 
the other 3 carrying four infentrytnen on '-'ach. Also bi-sides the 1.^ 
men riding tanks it was d&cidod to send an additional 12 n&p. up a 
ditch to the loft of hoi.: - 'Y' with the mission of cutting off%in:f 
enejjy attempt to oscar.o :. roK tho strongs' point ?.nd also of blcching 
an;, enen^r attemp.t to reinforce the strong point during tl e raid. 

Mo one ii; the coinpsny pirior to this time had hs.d any exrerience 
-■'ith tanks so wo K*ere given a 3-day period to rehearse thr opera- 
tic:,.. froiT: beginning to eTj&, Turing this period the. men prsrcticefi 
mouatinp and dismounting tanks at various speeds, and taking; posi- 
tion on thf back of th^-^ t^nk - the most efficient position found 
TTaS prone. Tn dism^junt nijn did a push up and vaulted off in such a 
mr.nnor to present a nini nrjir si];ioujtte. Chin straps of helmets 

.. clasped under the chin for it T?as found tj-ey always fell off in 
vt.udtiiig unless so tied, ^io picked out an -"^rea thp.t corresponded 
vor •" much with the situation on the line and practiced attacking a 
simulst. d house 'I'. Th?j dets.ilrd plan was for one tank carrying 
racj a German speaking ser^ee-at, and t^ro othor men to lead tlie attack 
and hit the house . frnntally» Tho othor two attacking tanks i-ere 
to move in column until thry bad Hrriv.-,d to -.^ithin 5^ yards of the 
house, the 2nd tank to riptht of house p.hd 3rd to left of hoLTSe, ?.ien 
ou the Ist tank TC-re to cl,-ar ;tho front of thfi house '^nd th,j house 
proper, the m-.-n on th.' 2nd to.nk "/e^o to clear all area to right md 
rear of th.. house , and tho - men on the last tarJc were to clear 'to 
left and rosr of the- house. Also a squad T;as to bo used as bp.se of 
fire to the If'ft of tfc: ho'-?o in a ditch to cover our ettt.ck, t]/o 
escape of the eneny and our FithdraTrel, They had ?d.th th.jm 536 
radio and a sound power phone with which they had direct contact 
Avith the battalion OP. They wore also to fire a red flare i-;hich 
?rould be a signal to the tsnks to T;ithdraTr; after the patrol had 
returned on foot vrlth the rri toners and taken cover. The tanks 
Yji-re to Tonain and cover the infantry's ^ItbdrFjifral until the flf.re 
was fired. During this +^«-.inlng It was f-^und that Jsl's ".nd towy- 
,c;-ans v?ere the most stdt&blo weapons to use, A bayonet on the :0. 
nicdc it difiicult to obtain ^ frood position on the back of tho fenli 
^7ith a traversing turret. Weapons v.-©"re h&2d towsrd th-; center of 
the tr.nk to minimize loss in transj.t. A tarpaulin froin a S-s-ton 
t"-vck wf-s thr'^TTn over thu hack of the tank to make it easier to stay 
on, V.ithout tho tarpaulin, water and .^ease made the metal sur- 
i:;i(..e too difficult to hold to. On the 3rd and final day of train- 
ing the coiBpl'jtw dross- rehearsal rith all tho trimmings was me.de. 
It was ^..-ntnessed by regir.ental and battalion comnanders ■■.vho claimed 
t:.:.:t ;-t that time (morning's first light) the infantry could not be 
Seen on back of tanks provided they rc^mainod motionless. 
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The mofrning of the attack the squsd th^i.t uae to act as baso 
of fire moved up under cover of darkness, took i:^' their position to 
left of the house, Pind csteblished communication vdth the battalion 
ur. At 0540B* iihe tanks mrmed -up their inotcxrs. At thti same time 
there was a 10-mihute r-rtillory preparation to soften the onctiiy 
position and cover the noise of our tanks. Smoke was also fired 
to mask eneny observation. At 0550B, the tanks moved out through 
friendly vjiro that had been previously cut the A & P platoon 
and over a route that had boen swr-pt for mines to within 200 yards 
of the house. The instant that house 'T' came into vioT? the tanks 
opened up Tjith 75 's and LHG'g and continued firing through the vholo 
operation. Upon raising is^r head, just onough to take a look arotmd, 
I could see a perfect aemi'-circlc of smoke laid by our artillery and 
mortars that hid houss 'Y' from view of main enemy line. The 1st 
tanlc moved across an anti-personnel mine field detonating several 
of same and cleared a path through a heavy barbed "urlre entanglement 
that had been expected in the front of the house. Within abotit 50 . 
yards of the hoiise the load tank hit an AT mine iirhich caused it to 
thror a tre ck and tore out tho transmission, but no personnel were 
iniurcd. The possibility of this accident occurring had been'ex" 
pectod pnd plans had been tiade accordingly. The crew of the tank 
continued, firing id-th 75' b and 30' e while wo jumped off the tanit and 
started looking for the oncit^r, Tho 2nd and 3rd tanks came up as 
planned et^en though tbr 2nd tank had become tejji^orarily stuck in a 
shell hole and a man fell off. This man, hot/evor, recovered his 
position on tho tank. From the time we got ?,'ithin 100 yards of 
the house there T^as a continual enesry concentration of mortar fire. 
The tank killed one eni^w ^'^o tried to escape, one of our men killed 
another vdtb a hand grenade and sis wore talien prisoner. They 
appeared to be completely demoralized, undoubtedly b^ cause of the 
noise and fire po^7er of tanks, YJhen T:,'e yero certain that all oneiry 
\7ere cleared -^e gave the signal for the patrol to uithdraw ■■Tith the 
prisoners. When they reached the ditch 300 yards from the house 
the squad acting as base of firo gave tho signal for th^ t^nks to 
r:ithdra77, Tho crew of the t&hk T,?hich was disabled by the mine got in 
the other tanks and Lt, LII'GLE, the tank platoon commander, des- 
troyed tho disabled tank rith thermite grsnadps and then vathdrew. 
Wlion tho patrol got in the cover of tho ditch the squad acting as 
base of fire ras tri-thdrarra. During the entire operation this, squad \ 
kept up constant conanunication rdth ba.ttalion giving them a T70rd ty 
^7ord description of the assault. The entire operation ftom the time 
v;e left and the. tanks mc^ed through- our front line until the rod 
signal for tanks to withdrew -aa given took -11 ■minutes,. Speed, ytq 
feul sure, vas one of the . main factors in making this a successful 

v*r-, .n ,^ ^-ir-A ^*1.4 V.,s*». . Tr^..^ -^VK ^"1-.+ ^ n ■ +. Vi"V* rti 1 (VW rinT»rT.f 111 T*; 

hearsal. In undertaking this operation the first thing v;o, thought 
of -Tas th^t tho .tankp .would, drqv/ a lot of fire and that wo, riding 
on the ba.ck§, woixld, have no chance i'"' v&ilo -th&t feeling -was never , 
coffiplotcsly overcome, increasing' cohf id once in -each other came as 
our association gro'vv*" 
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b. It rmst definitely. tmdarBtood Trh.ether-a conteniplated action is to • 
be undertaken with infantry sT:5^port8d- q:^ tcDlre or viith. tardcs supported by in- 
fantry. In goneynl, terrain dictate the answer. Houevor, in certain in* 
stances the strength of enemy positions will be the priteriou - an outstanding 
exp.raple of ;7hlch is quoted be3oT;: 

Extract, Journal., AC of S-, G-3, 3Ath Infantry Division. 

"Initially the 756th Tnnk Battalion was ordered to supnort tho 
168th Infantry^ attack tc crocs the RAPIDO River at dmm on 27 
January. Liltlc n8.e gained and, at daim 29 J'lmTary the 2nd Battalion, 
l6ath Infantry was eornmittsd to support an attack by the 756th Tcrik 
Enttalrion. Exiginuors finally prepared a s^aitable crossing at I6OOB 
to allow the mass of tanks to roll across the river, through tho mins- 
fiolds to the foot of tho hills whers the infr^.ntry passed through, 
the tr.nlis remaining in si^pport .positions." 

Liuutpnant Colonel JOHN L. POWERS, l68th Infantry, 

"Tho morning of January 25th, the Battalion CO and Battalion 
S-3 rtjported to rogimtntal headquf;.rtors and roceived orders to move 
tho battalion to the vit^ini-"v of UC 893237. The battalion closed 
in th^j now area at 260500 J niiary, At 1500. hovxs the Battalion CO 
rocoivod tho rogim- ntal attack orders as follov,'S; 3rd Battalion to 
attack on tho right, 1st Batta-lion on the loft with 2nd Battalion 
in reserve. ID - RAI'IDO River. Time - 270700 Janun.ry 19/^4- Ob- 
joptive - Hill 213. The 2nd Battalion was to occupy present 3rd 
Battalion assembly aroa vicinity HC 690235, when that area was va- 
cated. 

At 270600 January th-' Battalion moved and closed in nor/ assem- 
bly area vicinity MO 690235 at 0700 hoiE*s, Battalion CO reported to 
rGgimontrl for^?ard CF at f^G^Q hours, where h-', was inforeied that tho 
battalion was to be prep-:.r'3cl to move to novj- aroa vicinity HC 874.':35« 
The attack jumped off on time at i7?o0 hoi^rs and both 1st and 3rl 
Battalions ran into heavy small orms fire and intense mortar and 
artillery fire., tioth bntt=\lionE also oncountcred laboratc M' mine 
fields.. Casualties vroro hervy, f?nd the attack w-is stopped about 
200 yards west of the R-IFTDO Rivar. 

Patrols wore sent out r.dth th-^ mission of reconnoitcring 
approaches to tho FuiPlDO Rivor, and also th. crossing sitos us .d ::y 
th^ 1st rnd 3rd '^C'ttalions, Additionsl patrols contr.ctcd co5rrp<'.ni:-s 
.-.ad coimand posts of tho assault Br'ttalions to deterJr-inc their lo- 
cations, rnd also loontions of knoi^n mino areas. At 1730 hours, the 
Pattrlion moved by infiltration to an assembly crea vicinity !IC 
B''/A235f closing in at 2030 hours. 

Orders were recQivod that tho 2nd Battalion -irould attack v;ith 
taiiks 290730" January. Order of attack of th battalion to be a 
colvLin Oi coii!pani(;s, F, Conipany "H" was to deliver overhead 
machino f(in, and also give supporting mortar fire from positions 
at MG 872233, Patrols v^r.j sent to Gompani^ S "A" and "B" to determine 
their locations* 
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At g!9!?550 J".mirrr, the f or^r^rd GP novod to ¥G e65P4.0, ^^t 0645 
houTP Coutpany "E" l^jft its ^.ssenblj aroa and crossed the LD .at 0730 
hotrs. At 0925 hd-uTP, Hcrspan;' "B" had t-o platoons across the vivar 
v/hich vero pinned do^m l:y heavy nachlno gi..in fire from the vicinity 
of the ctmotery (¥€ . Onu" light and throe snediuiri t&iiks had' 

bcon able to get aoross the irivor, mit pt tho time v^vb imaolo to 
a.SEist ii3 the mo-.'-GiDjnt of Uojnpany TJlortar fire on the cemetery 

wae celled for by tho CO of Gomppny "3", Ey 1130 hours, Conpany "E" 
had throe platcoiis acrofss the river, 

At 1730 houre, tho tariks began tiioir crossing ic'Besa'.nM 
follov;ing closely beliinci .the assaulting clemonts. Company "S" 
started rao'/ing tovfa-d Hir. 213. It ^-ae necessary to follow in tho 
tc.nks' tracks pinco tha .rtiro area boing passed throurjh wag; hosvily. 
niiiodi The ti'oops rfeclvud very llttif. 'snew machine gnn fire, 
since for the cn^rj toj firt. vfOuH mean diEclosing his position to tho 
tanks. By IS^O hours. Company "E" ras at the base of .Hill 313, 
closoly f ollo^.7ed by Ccnpcnios "P" and "G". At 1930 hours, Company 
"E" r;f.s reports :d on tho objective, and at 2300 lio\we trro ooiapaniejs 
v;ore consolidating thair positions. 

Ir thu oarly morning honrs of the 30th, conntorattacks jieTO 
br.-.tor. of.'*'. These attacks ivers ]:.Tinaipally from Gorm-^ns trapped mcl_ 
cnf-irclod hy the rapidly advancing troops. Ifeny prisoners wers taken 
end nuch eq\itpnent and airsivmltion captured. Patrols vrere sent out 
to r-,?Jcc. contfot -.dth ttnits on o\ur Ivft and right., Tho ^)atrol that 
v.-:,r.t to Hill 56 to contact the 1st Battflion t;ent to the top and 
fovnd rdrc ontr'nglements and VR.cated enemy poeitions. At 1345 hours.. 

and 1st Battalion ras consolidating on Hill 56 to protect the loft 
flank of the regiiiicnt, 

Tha above is strictly r, fcctv"! account of orders received, 
action taken, and results p.chioved. 

For a noro coiiqjloto pictut-e of tho , action reported above con- 
siderable elaboration of the facts stated in the roport is required. 
I shall elaborate ifpon then, based on Jjy obs.jrv'itl on of th,:; ?.ction 
as the battalion coTiraandpr of th« infp.ntry battalion concernr.d. 

First of P.Xlj doscriptirti of the Rnoff^ defensive po£itj,an xs 
GSEoatial. The first obstaclo to overcome was the EAPIDO Elver, a 
s^Tift flowing stroam, «'hich fordable by iiJ^intr:.'- n.t isost points, 
but i«iiiick was definitely an anti-taiik obstacle, '^est of the R..'PIDO 
River anti-porsonnol mino fields psrallelod tbc' rivor to a depth of 
throo hundred yr.rds. Frt th:; E.APIBO KivGr to the base of Hi].l £13 
lay an absolutely flat r' lin fron which all vegetation had b on re- 
moved in order to provid^. a perf-ct fiold of fire for tho nuracroiis 
lar.chine guns ci:ipli^.ced in port:» bio stool pillboxes ^nd alabor^.tcly 
prepared bunkers --t thr, base of tiie hill. , There vero c. fev; buildingt 
on this plain. ' Most of thoTn contained SF guns, anti-tark guns, or 
i--chinfc guns. About one hundred yards from thr- base of the hill 
there t«P.8 a continuous bf.nd of high barbod wire apprr-.xiinatoly fif- 
teen yrrds in depth. Just behind the pillbox-'S a barrier constri^.c-b- 
ed of brush and trues eppprcntly clo.-.I'ed froF. th,- hill itself form- 
ed r dead n^batiB. JusV below th- military crest of the hill a band 
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of double apron vdre protected a line of individual foxholes which 
had overhead cover. Each foxhole had a small sign sunk in the 
ground beside it. Some of the niynbers I recall were G-23, G~2^ 
and G-25» On the crest of the hill was another band of double c^pron 
T/ire, On the west slope of the hill were numerous dugouts, apppx- 
ently used for sleeping quarters for the garrison. 

The first lesson I learned from the operation was the neces- 
sity of adequate engineer support for tanks in an action of this 
kind* Attempts were made by the tanks to got across tine river by 
their crm means. At one point oVer one thousand 75iiffii HE shells 
wore fired point blank T:^ various tanks in an atteinpt to brealc dorm 
the far bank sufficiently to form a ranqj. This was unsuccessful. 
The final crossing was at last prepared by improving an old ford 
with rocks dumped in the stream. This work uas done by the 235th 
Engineers under heavy artillery and small arms fire. 

As I see it, there were three main functions performed by the 
tanks of the 756th Tank Battalion. The first was to provide a pas- 
sageway through the anti-personnel mine fields by driving through 
them and exploding the AP mines. The infantry could follo¥/ the tank 
ttT.cks without setting off more mines* The Germans had apparently 
pieced considerable confidence in the R'aPIDO as an aiitl-tank obstaclf 
and while some anti-tank mines were encountered and some tanks dio- ■ 
ablod, many of the tanks which succeeded in reaching the river, 
crossing it under artiTlery fire, and escape bogging down in the 
marshy ground , also succeeded in reaching the base of Hill 213. The 
second main function of the tanks was to get the infantry through 
the high barbed wire* The third and probably most Impoi'tant was 
to scare 'hell* out of the Jerry machine gunners to such an extent 
they fired little for fear of datchihg a 75inm shell at point blank 
r"nge', ; Ther Inf ajitry ,in-,turn aided: the, tanks, ly., giving ,th«5ro 
tection. againist-Sf ^ guiiS and .At gutiSi,.: Once an Sjp' ,was, definitely' ' ' ' 
located and foot ^troops eloped in it did not stay in that locality. 

■ As reBUlt., of - the .coKblned:, ijnf antTy-tank^.^tc Gompsny "E" 

Tfa.S; gtexting^up. tl]^-, hill JuSt as iii , became , dark,,, , GoK^^^ Tras^ 
closoOy followed - ,b!y Compai^r: . Cpii^jany ."17 followed Company "F"'' 
with fi.: coiTims.nd group ■ of f .ourtepn officers and mrnl By that, timo_ 
Jerry was well , .zeroed ; on: thr- croseing aiid was placing ' considerable 
:ar,tillery ..f ire. on^thc- flat .grpund at the base of - the hill,,. Of the 
fourteen in .the,, command gr.pi^j-, five of us reach«-d the l^H* . Coiij- 
pany "G", the. reserve con^^iny-, followed tho. comjnajid. group.. By siid- 
hight, we .had 'the. hi 11;, pretty; ,\76ll or^ganiaed althou^ there wore^ 
still quite a few Germans still in their bunkers and holes ?;ithih 
the position, About an hour before daylight the Jerries started 
coming qut of their; holes, throwing hand: grenades, and doing some 
firing, and f or ; th^; -next- two or . three hours we were'', pretty busy 
rpmding them up., Shortly after; daylight the tanks knocked out one 
or two SF .guns tfh'ich. were in buildings on tb? plain behind us. . 
':7hile those tilings were going on Jerry stdded to the general Ecs- ~. 
tivities by dropping plenty of .artillery fire on thn plain behind 
us - ppparently directed at the numerous disabled tank;^. spread out . 
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on it. The live tanks r/orf h^ddl^d n.t the b-se of the hill vjliur!. 
ho couldn't qiiito get -t thc-i. Eo-ov-;r, he did dt'op considerr.Jj.o 
mortfr fire or tho crost 'nd o-'ct ^lopo of the hill'l, 

Corumininctions to th r^-.r ^-^cro qvltc difficvult, Bdt'coii 
fri ndly tnnlcs -nd enony .-rtl'' l-:r;r, ^:riTe just didn't st^.y in. Tho 
511 r?dioG did not ftmction after trclr "dunking" in the PJI'IDO. 
i];..., tr?o srtiilcr:.'- rr.dl.oG "oro lying someplace out on tho pi; in 
together r.-ith their . cpcrntorD or tho- \iodios of thn oparators. For 
scr-'T 'l hours thr only irtcans of po'itiuKi eating to tho rear G tho 
SI -ortr.r pj-itoon leader' b SCR l'=-5 tb his guns. McsGa-^os v.'cro rs- 
Is^ed .: rorn the nort?r position by sound pcv/or phone to Conp-.ny '-H" 
■■>s from there 'air tnlcpkor.f: to battalion r.:ar .CP or ro.f^insnt, 

•'•'ood pTt of thr time th:- "dro from battalion rer-r to ro.'i'iROivt i..'?, 
ore. '..hen thr.t v:rs so, tho SCSI 51'1 i7r>s used to cominmieoto T;ith 
roriK.ent. 

That ."fternoon, light t.-^nks crossed the rivor carrying gf.s -r-nd 
o.nr.-'.nition for the mediums, Jorr;^ still had th;? cross in;:; covrrod 
rith en A? gun seme plr.co dovm to th:.:; south of liill 213. T^.'0 light 
trnhf? T/cnt up in flemos in about thirty seconds. Thinks to thv SCR 
195 ro' had the crossing snoked Ijj our 81 nor tars in abo^it three 
ininutos. 

Hh:. importr.nco of conF.ii.n?.oation botrroen the supporting; tr.nk 
unit c--nnot be over stressed. In this particu].nr action, o. lieison 
officor Gquippfid '7ith r. SCR 510 reported to mo fron tho. tan!: ec-.it-- 
tr.lion, -THhon I moved out b;^tr,?een th'- assr.ult .and reserve CGn?pe.nios 
I loft hini st tho battrlion rc?-.r C? with my S-3 for two ro.^.son's - 
one, to hold dorm tlie size of the co:nr.p.nd group end" to Tn^ikc Siitg 
thet ho and his rcdio bed a fnlr chmco of continuing' to roia-An 
oporatione.l. Socendly, I h-d already provided mysf:!!' with ny 3CII 
511, the: mooter SCH r?5, t-o rrtilltvry SCR Gl^'s end two tdre toeins 
leyinr; 130 r;iro foUov/ed irp by 110 rdro. In this t:rv I felt I' hed 
?. ch:. nee .of rap/inteininf^: some ki".nJ of coiraunication r.e.th th": ro.-.r* 
Dire.ct conmam liaic'-n bctv-eor. irysclf and the tanJc b;'.t txlion con> 
r.ier.cicr vas also or.pl cyod i'ot ho parked his com^^nd t^r>k atorvt fifty 
yerce fror.i rrrj C? on the baso of Eiil 213. Direct contact e etnGon 
plc\ZoOi'! and comprny cor:ri:.p..nder6 nni indivlduEl tank and tt-^njc DX-lt 
cominr.ndcrs uas a2 so ernpl.oyed," 

c. li-j tean operation the tanic destro^^jr sb.ou3.d have as its primcry 
mission - ort of the tanks. Bcccusg of the assigned prlnary mission it is 
cq^u?'.lj.y fallacious j'or tho tank destrovcrs to assume they c.jrnot act in othor 
rel:-3 as it ir? f.;r -^^he inf rnt-^- comnirnder to disregard th.;. primh.r^/" mission- on- 
tirelj. If in; en. operation onn elcnent of the te/»n is absent or is forced to. 
with.ira-", the brl^xt of eiaery pressure inrst be taken up by the other eleraents 
regardless of -yrinrry. role; Ir. the LANUVIO action the- 191st Tank Be.tts.lion .. 
and 894.th Tank Dostroyo.r Battalion wera attached to the PiviBien, . The 19lSt. 
Tank Battalion having lost nost of ±±s officers and experi^jiped feiir crorvs- 
in a previous: action ims unabi o to. function randaring the fiSith. Ta?ik Dostrejrer 
Bat-Gallon and the 34th Cavalry Racenmissance Troop th.q .only, available forces 
in a situ;:.tion d-oaanding heavy arinor., 

- 5i - 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



Extracts, Joi:rr,nj , AC of S, :i~3, 34th Inf-ntry Diirision, 

f-On the ovonir:-^ '^■^ I'-^j o-"a=^;fF v;ere issued the %th Gr— 
valr;' Hoconr.Kiscanoo ~i\-oo-p to cove:^ the Divisiori's left flf.vil: and to 
develop -mrjiny retiis-l-ari'i;? In h rii!.p whisb appeared ditring tLe day 27 
''ay betFe-iiii t; e l--'ft flfinl: ^jjc. ohe A5th Infantry D^ylsion. l?hile 
not ycle to aay^nns c.i:r".r': the d^'^'' ?';ay ;)V-3r ter"^ai;i absolute 3^7 
devotd of' covf-i' t"hs Troa-n f.1id cqrry out its necvrity mi sLiion, 3y~ 
posed, And in th'-^ JTaoe oi' very heavy ciieiny self -propel] ed, airtl- 
■fccnk and art:!".] er?- '''ire. 

With &3.1 jruantry eloi.;«its of the Division v-^ry henvily -n- 
f^aged and uraul- to r-rd;" a?^ yriri a;^airT.st tli-" stiib vcrn delen^e of 
t;-: ei:.em3" it oecar-e readii;' arpa".'^=rtt thgt ar^inr--d nwyiort r^as vi- 
t£.lly -lece'^sary. In t'ic F^-seixCe of 5idTicie?:t arinor ths Troop 

'.:!-''• e ci-d'^red. t--? s'X'port tb<^ atta--k of the 3rd P-s.ttaliorx, 133i'd In- 
i'tivL-y early 29 Mey. ■veil aMfPTD of its vulner-i bility, it moy-d 
fiLe-i.t oi the irfartry txd succGeclel in destroying four to sir eneny 
!-)c-;chijj-; guiU:' fird J^iidictfid f.n estiin^ted i^fty ORa-nrltres in killed, ' 
end c;-ptured. It, further, led the infantry battalion to its ot> 
joctj ve F.nd WE'-E, th'is, c irectly responsible for th..- only substan- 
tial ; d'/f nce rr&de ir, t'-o d;i:v's, 

aiid a3-Mo as a repervo for oount=3rattack purposOR. 

T]j£ c^ltorr.o'^n of 33 'y'y cftv the Troop ayain ordered to lead 
t]-T' 33.'u BottaJ.lon, 13'3''' ■. IrJ'antr;.^ in an assault in the S"me fjenev:-± 
;-r^ OS on ?v 'fiay. I'ro-'sedi-^- in the fa^e of observed direct fire 
oi five heavy or!(;rr,r self -pro:;e2 led guns the Troop '-nabled the 
inf ■ iitry to move foyvr-z^d und irnpro/e its positions and to h,ojd the 
ground gained. Uct\d thptisndlr almost f oitt days of continuoa;s i:C~ 
tion, the 34th Cavalry 1: -'cr\Ti'i;-,iscance Troop ^ms directly respon- 

and 31 Hay," 

"The L^N'JYIG action holds particular intem-t in that in the 
aijsence cf t:ir.]^s, aad it.- situatior. demanding hta"f.'3' armor, hhe 
09Ath Tank Destroyer ~atta]ior. i^as 6mp?.oy.a in a tank role. Tha 
success with rhich the B9ith Tank Dostroyor battalion playaf it£. 
part aided materially in the capture of the hivlsion objaoti-ce. 

Continually di;^poDEjd in the f'-ont lines rs close support of 
the in:!^antryj th^ battailioix undertook mai^y sin;-ll \mi-t operations 
co?r.plotely forels^n to its rormal role. In the initial assault on 
V1;LLA CRCGSTTA, iky :C, on. p] atoon of ■ Cofpany "C" criss-croessd 
an ontiTT^ zi.g-riK,g trench E:;ireter;. firing its inachino ^una do^n the 
trench end killing "■■■n r^stinatod 8^ fnoi^y for the loss of one L~10 
tan?: destroy ar v;ith crer. ' Elenienta of Company 'h"" on Juno 1 moved 
for-^ljrd of the front lines on the left flank of th- Division rnd 
there; pf-.ced diratt .^ire on oneET^;' gims, ;obse-rVijtion posts :-nd otih-.r 
ir atallations. On June 3, Cotirpan;' " B'".,,.. disposed a- lonf? a line yith 
a;'pro;:inatoly yards oot^;e' -n Mj-lO; tank destroyers, carriod the 
advance elements of the .13'3rd-.In4anti^a on the destroy ors to tho 
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rGgimcntal objoctive. The Heconn'^issance Compary vas ernployod 
during th ) entire action on tho right flanlc in the gap bctv/eon 
ths 34.tb Inf antler Division and thj 36t.h Infantry Divi.sion, r.nd by 
constant prtrcllang? ^^ft- dis:i''-^.mtQd, prevented Infiltration of 
enoir^r groups activo in th t vicinity." 

"Early v<iily i ths SO/.th Battalion T?as disposod to block 
all roads leading acuth into tlie Solvay Factory area '.ihilo tho 
Rosonniiissance Comp;:.ny^ 776th TD Dattallon blocksd to the north and 
northeast on tho ri£'ht flank. Both battalions, operating first one 
then the other, '. ith tho 34-th Ca-7'i.lr;;; Reconnaissance Troop in support, 
covcrod a front of some 3 kiloir&tcrs , The road nots , partiev-ilarly 
in the 804th TD Battalion sactor 'a3ro effectivel;' bloc-iod by oston- 
slvo damolitions v;hich nocoasitatad opGr.:ition on foot to accomplish 
tho iTiisBion of protecting the flarJ^s of the division. 
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CHAPTEH IV * E13SIHEER OPERATIONS 

■ In Ito.ly, a country Is a -cross ad rath streams, nountains, dry 'VJaehee 
and marshland, the solutior to the fo-oblam of movirig a -division more ^'cban evev 
depends on the engineer's ability and his resoiirces. Over such difficult 
terrain two distinct miesiyns of divisional onginBors noist be recognized - 
(l) Close support entailing rtiConnaie sance, mi no clearing and demolitions in 
the assault and (z) Maintenance and devclopnsBnt of comnjunications en.-;:ailiiig 
road TGpalr and bridging. In the attack bad w-eathar at times has forced div- 
ision engineors to the latter mine ion ontirely leaving the former to bo carried 
by tho already ovGrlj-burdoned infantry, 

Jfe^or CARL J. SCHISFERST^IR, E:secTAtive Officer, 109tb Engineer 
Battalion. 

"Bridging. 

\a» I't becoii'j lncr©asi-ngly a5:5iarent that bridging 
operations by divisional englne&rs should be kept to a minimum, 

should prepare approaches end exits but the actml bridge con- 
struction should be done by special bridging units, thus releas- 
ing tlie divisional engineers for supporting the advance of the 
division, 

b. Divisional engin&ers shou3.d choose by-paSs sights 
so that the by-pass mXl not hinder future bridging, operations of 
higher echelon engineers, 

£. It has been found that, heavy portable culverts con- 

then laid in place by the usa of thf M-2 tank retriever is a 
very satisfactory Uiethod of mking n crossing -under direct enenQT 
observation. The type culverts used, were 4 feet 6- inches wide, 
6 feet high and 14 feet long consisting of four bents of B inch 
timbers anf floored with 3 Inch plarJca, It is possible to lay 
these culverts side by sid^ to obtain any desired length crossing, 
Thie type of crQasiag was used at G^S IKO, 
Heads , 

2, Traffic oircu3.ation is very iteportant and it has 
been foiond that in Italy -where there are roan;- one-t^ay rorxos that 
tT70 one ~way- roads with props..." traffic control is just as good as 
a tmo-vfajf- road, 

b. The old ma^xm of 'drain off th^ Tester am throij on 
the rock' has been reaffirmed but It has been found that the entire 
road stjrfaee roust be rocked and not just the ruts and pit holes. 
Also, by-passes should be rock^, 

j£. Roads should be marked clearly by the use o.f s.igna 
such as m.ps cleared aigi..v, directional eigne and. town signs, 
CoBjiBtmicationa . 

It has been found that the 284 radio Is not too sat- 
isfactojjy' for engineer operations ias tb.e range is' not great enough. 
Also tl^^^y are not too dependable and it has always been the policy 
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||K|/^| AQQICipriof this battalion to utilize hofh radio and field messages in 

Miscellaneous. ■ 

^, In a static oitu'ti.tiorj i^rhoreby mins fields are used 
in a-ii^fensive position it is necassaiy that infantry security 
parties be obtained for engineer i^orking parties. On the ANZIO 
BeachheE;.d it re.s fovind that it "^a? nee essay;'' to obtain both, security 
and carrying parties from the infantry as the amount of vjork was 
so great that engineer personnel alone could not havs accomplished 
the work in the allotted -time, 

b. The bull-doaer is a valuable piece of equipment 
great' care must- be exerclo-ed in the use and laainteimnce of it. 
Spare parte should be mado available hy higher headquarters so 
that in ease of damage to the b".ill-doser it can be readily re- 
paired. Each compaiiy 9houl.d have a loast three good bull-dozer 
operators so th^t .the bull-dozer can be vot'ked constantly, 

c. By -passes should never be conatructed »i'ithout 
culverts. It is much mere difficult to put a culvert in a by- 
psss that has been rashed out than it is to put one in originally," 

Biile no startlingly nev? methods of engineer, procedure vjero evolved 
during the campaign many difficult probleins presented themselves. The solution 
to the following enahled the 34.th Infantry Division to employ armor with a 
mimimum exposure to AT fire In CASS INC Tjithout which the position gained in the 
town could not have been held. 



Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT E. COFFEY-, Cominanding, 109th Engineer 
Battalion, 

"During the month of February we were confronted with the 
problem of making a level crossing for tanks in the town of 
CASSIKO. The normal demolition method could not be used because 
tanks using the by-pass would be subjected to close range anti- 
tank fire. 

The Problemj To construct a Class '30' bridge across a 
drainage ditch 15 feet wide and 6 feet deep. The bridge site T-as 
under obsejrvation .and subject to all types of fire i.e., small 
ar^ns, mortE.r and artillerj'-. The origi.nal crossing was a concrete 
slab supported by five reinforced concrete stringers,. About six 
feet of the origin^ slab was usable, in spite of t.h3 enemy de- 
molition vhiah had cut all except six feet of the' slab on the . 
near bank, ' 

The Solution: To construct the bridge in sections in a roar 
area and move the sections to- the sito b;?- truck and tank fjrecker. 
Bridge section plans and construction were completed during day- 
light hours and the sections vrere ompL^.ced under cover of dark-- 
ness. The actual bridging operation ¥;as completed in tvw hours 
after the sections were delivered to the. assembly area one-half 
mile from the site. Cover for operating personnel vas provided by 
old slab' bridge and the only casualty ws.3 one soldier who suffered 
a slight flesh vjound, 51ie ^Tooden structure was placed alongside 
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the slat bridge mking a. total iisatle -width of 19 feet. Flooring 
T;as placod. on the bottcni of tb'' section to insure adequate bear- 
ing," 

'k' , ^pf i^ fa y A k J -'i l^'^'^^'^^ ' Italy the A & P Platoons have had to 
undortaks GOfjiiioor oj-orr.tions to maintain the- reginent in the advance, FVom 
obsarv^.-.tions made it if: bolie-vad tlirj:- i goMier can be thoroughly trained as 
' a.n infantr^'inan or an on^'lncer but not as both. 

l«t Liovttor^int lEVTP A, BF-TL, l>5th InffifttiTr, 

2nd Lioutomnt 7/AYMS E. SMUL-IAK, 135th Infantry. 

Staff 3erf!eant KENiCTI^ F. McAIujXE, I3?th Infantty. 

Ser^e.-mt ^Ai»Si5 H. LEET, 135th lEifaritry. 

Technician Fifth Grjidf? .\Ti:SRT J. FP^CHI, 135th Infantry, 

"•.■•■i1^h the A & r SGOtifiii it J* th«t same old story - attempt- 
irg to do too niuch v.'itb too little, U,th regards to this one of 
otir greatest diff"i oiilti^^e r2.ri3i;<0 v.hs^n the arltuation calls for 
pan-po.icr sp:;.* ' -ZZt" trained. To biv mere specific: After crossing 
the VOLTJRNC River tho t'nir'i ttri.a, oiir battalipn had trouble '7ith 
a mine fiold, o::q of ths l3.rgoct havo erer oonta^^ted, IJaturally, 
the cry T.-ent up, 'vrere "•±0 hell's the A & ? section?' 

.'•-t that ti:ac- t;9 .v&ris terribly hacdica^ped. Out of 19 men 
only thr.ie T'ore suff iciontly traiiK^d to tackle the job, Sosne 
of tbo iLjn h"d be^n traint-;d praviously but they had long been left 
behind, Fe f*lo;-..r.j;-:. that fl-ild; took our training right there, tool 
ITe v?3ro fcrtu.nate that ■■::s.a. Other fifcctiona having the same trouble 
\i3T\j. not e-^ fortun;:t.8, t'r-D and llveii v^ere lost. The point is this: 
Hc/')-..ac.;n;ii:p. u:ackill;dj iintraljied for such technical and dangerous 
T.'Oi-kj shoiiLd r,ct be assigned to such rork," 

1st Lieutcnint JEROME L= FL'ISTSR, 133rd Jhfantry. 

"One of the things tb.it I havoj JUar^^od in actual combat is 
th'-.t. tb.i a!?.nc3T;o£psr is relatively ineffectlvs crossing fields 
at rd^"}.'.. rhe or.l> svSo and posltlvo v/a;* Is to probe and feel 
v.'ith the b.?.ro -■■.TV' arjd hard . To do this r squires little technical 
sk3.11, but it doea raouire rvono practice and a great deal of pa- 
tierce. Line compcaies phould hav-e special meiiibers of each rifle 
plr-.t-yon tcJght to do this , 

it is 9xtren?ely coritly to use paths through nine fields if 
thcro is any other possible route to reach your objective. It 
is ir^pos£.;ible to -ieploj '.n case of a fire fight or an artillery 
07? irort-^.r barrage. ij.:ryono caufjht in a minefield during a fire 
fight or a b-rrr.ge is stuck there, expoE^ed and helpless, until the 
firing is lifted^." 

Soi^.^rit CLArTT"^ L, rusSI-^:K, i33rd Infantry, 

"Some of my cr.ptjrie: "cs in -..ctual coiribat ar©^ that-' nicti of ptttrols 
or anyone v;bc finds lain^s and mine fields should give a-iJiore detailed 
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report of thoir findings. men and I have at times gone on 
details to clear mines r^nd mine fields that have never been there, 
Thic hcppons because ooireono has seen tin cans or bottles and have 
not taken tivne to inveetlg^.tG before sending their report, 

A;:other thing is that I don't think we get adequate pro- 
tecticr. for err rork -under oneiBj-^ action. At, times yje have had to 
be oiir o'cn protection, r.rr.ed only v;ith carbines and tiying to use 
a nine dotectcr at tho same time, I think Tje should have at lea,st 
one BiiR and 2 riflemen. This -nould give protection for our mine 
squad In front of our troops," 
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CH&i.iil. V - LIQiML OPSPATICSS 

1, This siihjoct rill bo ^n^Mividod into tLroa scctiona. Those aru3 moss.igo 
center, T cio, ^md v.'iro coTiiiJiiinlcT,t:''.onP and n.ro furthor subdivided to bring out 
spocific lessons loarnod by thq varioiis divisional components. 

- ri, MoFSa ^.^j . n&n-h ey. SignrJ co"dpp.ny operutions ■■•ere patterned rniits 
closely after principles sei fortli in Basic Fiold 'v.viual FM 24,-5, 'SignoJ. 
Comnir nlcntion' . No particulT ni'ob.lans "^ero ancoTintorod and th^'^ succesef iil 
oporations can best bo Gxplaingd by enumora+ijig tha specific things th'^^t be- 
ca-'-G SOP i.s op^r-.ticns prccGeded. 

First Llout •■nant JOFH A, DTl-SGOiMBS, 34.tli Sigml Company. 

"A]l noM raplacGijiRnts -..-or-a trnlned first as foot messeiigors 
end motor mossongors evorj thoj^jh thoy wore to later baoomG oode or 
counter clerks. This his rosultod in the technicians aud non-coms 
k^oning more of thu b^.sic nujssfjug&r routino." 

Warr-ajit Officer (JG) IaROID V. K.T.JTSKr, 34th Signal Compare'. 

"Constant chinking of reliof drivers on motor mossonger runs 
r3f:ul+ed in al3. drivjjs !:r.Ov;ing ■m?,it locations for next schediiled 
or spocir'.l runs. Our mos.-or.g irs havu ili'ays -..'atc'-Jd closely for 
arcr troop moveneiits -'.rid -:.r?. instructed to stop and si?.ko inquiries 
of hoidqunrters along their ro-iites. This irJ'orm'i.-tion is reported 
tn the TBossag® cor.tsr chiof uvien return. This method h.:.s hcpt our 
messL^po oontey bottor. ported on locatiorxS than was possible if they 
depondtsd upon St-.ff sections or lov:er unita^ to report," 

Lieutorant Colonel STAKLEY L. BimCK'iFI'T, Eerdqiiartcrv'5 34th, Iivr'antry 
Division. 

"During perrj.ods of ccTib-.t, priority ^.nd urgent messages T,'ere 
dslivorod imiied:* itcl^'- upon receipt. Routine traffic was delivered 
every hour on the hour. 'Khan not in co'jibat priority and urgent 
trr.ffic 'Tr.'a6 dolivorod iwiediately upon receipt but routine trr ff ic 
-.was delivered every hour on ±ho hour froir., 0600 to ^2000 "hpuTc ,., 
Originally :ve kept all met! sago center records for a period of 
seven days. This has no* been increr;£-oi to thirty days as several 
mof Gages, particularly of an administrative n ture, had to be traced 
.after the seven day period, 

-ho encoding of all messages is checkud for corraetness, 
Urgonv. meesagos are passed to transndtting' agency ind thec chocked. 
■ Priority pnd routine messaffes are chocked even before transmission 
starts. This tJausea a slight' delay in tb© ■ individual KOESage hut 
has saved much time on tlve total of encoded traffic, All cr:/pto- 
grapiiic errors that cope to ouj." attention arc called to the atten" 
; .tion of the _on3 leaking the .raif:t.ake .as soon as " possible. 
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Ho other, communication agency niakes the nsa^e of Signal '. 
Oporations IntitwctiODS tl::'.'^ n-JSHage center does.- The Division 
masso.ge c-.si-r':.3r .^:ceps ou^ " ;.'it S .O.!. 's cf imits vritii i.hich con- 
cerned The uiop^i I'^e uer.teX' cfiicGr tbscirii cont^tantly; to Bee that 
the cizrror". ckI o.c y the cu.'fTe^-.t xtsana nre in use. All superseded 
IteKs i^rjd fej>.pi^'cd c cries r.ad otner Oi-ypvOgrnphic oquipment are 
pronipcly do^troy^.d and reports rendered," 

Captain LLOYD T7, REISER, 3.Uh Infantry Division ^rtilloiy, 

"Division Artillery reports no departure from normal pro-- 
CGdures in tt^ operation of their mestsaf^e center and messenger 
personnel, Due to the inadequ?:..'.e pevtiorvaol boing allotted on the 
T/O for sustainTid operations, all ■units have trained radio oper^* 
ators as code c-erks- This his helped conaiderahly. 

Captain f^ILLIAW D. PASKE, l:^3rd Infantry. 

"All infantry xeginents have placed much ■ importance on the 
training c..-' go id foot moBse.igera ^ ■ particularly on tlie battalion . 
and company level ■The3e rijiiuers hwe ^.en srven training in 
cornpaES reading and on reporting- nhat thty see. All infantry units ' 
havo used and placod much coxifidence in ^^%t runners," 

First Lieutenant EDGAR T, ADLEH, 135th Infantry. 

"Our re3:'jjient has attached a 1/4- ton C R and tr/o motor 
messengers I'roM each bac-talloji to the regiment. These ciessengers 
carry the traffic to their Tespoctive unibse" 

LxQutenant Colonel STANlEY L, EURGEABDT, Headquartors 34th Infantry" 
Division. 

"The AFGCDE supp2.1ed by hifrher headquarters for use ivithin the 
Diviaicn is di.stricuted to. company and battery level of all assigned 
nnitsv Tha s.Lgr.vj.*,' officer reproduces a oode siroilar to digraph '■ 
for all attaoi'.C'd. van.!'-:- tuv.'i:. deit-^uye.? or f>tlier supporting troops. 
This is allowed bo. di^t.-'xiiur^^d d^ajn to -i.-liniovor level the ind- 
ividual Ui.iit doEii:'e!> C r'mpi. crcso of thj.s I'.ode vill in no'v.'ay 
affoc'c the Dlvifjio."' A3'C03E. \'hf-"- l*ivjf,lon conand net uses a re- 
produucd code r.ot heJd. •oy ai.iy othnr imit., Likepise a similar 
code li, prepared for ths .ix^iucivo ubc of the reconnaissance .troop, 
..Slight aitcraft cna are made in tho vuc^.buLarios of all those codes 
to include wort^.j mora appji:^able co the operations." 

First Lieutenant ROBERT Ji CORKE, 34th; Signal Compare, 

"In rapid moving situations mch use is made of AFGODE, ^-cn 
tho front is stable and movement slo-; such as at CASSIKO and AWZIO, 
T.^G place very little trust in the security value of AFGODE and re- 
sort almost entirely to the M-209." 
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'h* £ii^£_P-5.!XSJI3i2-£2;tion. The signal company operated in four nets. 
These wore the Corp;5 ri^l, Di-rision Go:'naiarLd not 'A' ^/hicti comprised the infan- 
try regiments and division artillery, DiTision command net 'B* which covered 
att.n.chGd ur-its and liaison not^ Tlio liaiRon net w-is comprised of stations ct 
Gach info.ntrj'- rsgimont, flanking divisions 3.nd the Commanding General, All 
nets fiinctionod well I'rom an operation strvnd point. However, the fact that wire 
co?"i;^mnic^".tion i?aS virtually always 'in' resiiltod in very little traffic being 
T^'^'.ssod by radio. The Division liaison not ^las very active at all times and 
r-assod a large rrjantity of traffic of informative value. 

LiGutonant Golonol STAIlLiY L. BURGEAPJDT, Headquarters 34tli In- 
fantry Division. 

"Quito fr :.;:.or.tly, notable on the ANZIO Beachhead, an SCR-193 
i-adio can bo used satisfactorily in the Corps coinmand net, A 
single SGP:-399 is sufficient for the signal company. The radio 
link to Corps proved valuable, especially during very rapid opera- 
tions v;hen Corps could not keep wire communications in. In one day 
the Division Coimrand Post moved from a point slightly north of 
ROM into cr/ITA^^ffiGCHI^., a distance of forty-one miles. On this 
day communications to Corps ware maintained by a Division ivire 
line plus Corps radio. Oir foi-jard coKTiand group uore in ths 
ho.blt cf making long liovor '.vitliout tho Corps radio lirJc, IThen 
those moves became so long that vdre contact YJas lost it became 
riGCos spry -that the Corps radio accompai^ them also. 

The rivision comand net 'A' and liaison net resulted in a 
duplicatiLH of sets and personnel at all infantry regiments. The 
tr-iffic load of both net:J could ;i;ell be handled by a single net, 
Thoso nets have nov; been cocbined, personnel increased in number 
and abillt-f, duplication elirr.inated. 

All radio oper^ators h-ive been given concentrated training in 
the use of Cipher Devlco y:-2C;9 and APCODE, Tbe combined net will 
handle all Cryptograpl:.ic an;i message center dtitias to include de- 
livering traffic directly to Staff sections. This will eliminate 
th:j inevitable 'iress-igo C'jntor' delay, i'll traffic nill be filed 
T.dth the unit message ceritor at tho end of each tx7enty-foi:ir hour 
period. The taanis will be composed of four operators each at 
out stations. At ttia Div.f-ji'.un l-Z^'- it is composed of additional 
Tuossafjc center and ci-yT>ooj,-rapiilo persortnal* - 

Or-iginally SCr.-l>'3 j-ndios mo-jnted in_3A ton vehicles were 
attached to the in. 'arctry regic-onts, V^en the fori.^ard command post 
is initially estcblrl.jhed gancT-ally nothing larger than a 1/A "ton 
voiiiclo Ic -^-k-?-^ 'c:-'-;!-!. ■'. A;3 "■. result nhen vjire did fail and radio 
comir.unicatio:^ ■ i-^.s noedGd, crJ-y the r .ar c;o:TJi;an.d post could be re.ached. 
The rogimortal cets hcwo boon installed in .i/A ton vehicles and now 
trivel dircctl-/ T-ith :the S-2/S~3 sections, giving us the desired 
omargoncy cor:iT.-'in3.crivior- -hr -,-h '.aire fails • 

Staff officers {jontinua to be quite unaware of the capabil- 
ities and limita-cior.s" of r-dio coirmiunication and equally ignorant 
regarding security, ^J^irtiir.liy r^ll security breaches are made by 
officers aid in many cases over the advice of radio operators. 
It is bo.liev.jd that tv/c prccodureG T,^ould corract the above failings. 
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yirst all officers should rsceivo more training of the stibject teforo 
coming into action, Thds should be live and practical trn,ining and 
not theory or a lectura. Secondly by Comiaand Action they should 
bo m;-,dG to uso the radio during training periods and at regular 
intervals so th^t vjhen the einergoncy arose they \vould be prepared. 
This should bo follouGd up closGly by disciplinary action for 
SGCurity broac"...:'S.'' 

First Lieuten-nt HOBERT J. GOERS, %th Signal Company. 

"Division comind net 'E' is not normally operated except T^hen 
'-ire fails or tl-e roar ccholon is out of range of field rare, A 
notable use of t^is not -.vae froni the ANZIO Beachhead to the MPLES 
aroa, Tv;o SGP-193'f! '.'.'ore used iiith 'flat top' antennas. An average 
of ton inesc'agcs v.-er;; handled over this not per day, for a period 
in excess of two months. The- only other method of communication was 
a 'n'ator inoEsongcr' rsqr.iring throo days to make the round trip. 
Tho net \;a3 continued during the breakout from the Beachhead and 
actually "unctionod i;q11 botween ROW and MAPLES, a distance far in 
o".coss of the sets normal ratings." 

Captain LLOyn W. RSISHl, :«,t:: Division Artillery. 

"Divis^'cn Artillory re^^^r.^t the necessity for keeping radio 
sets poraet.hat romo\Gd from gun positions as concussion 

breaks certain tube=5 used in this;; sot. 

A radio relay systor !;a:j boon developed and operators given 
training in relaying on tht; FI';i voice sets. In mountainous terrain 
much relaying has had to bo dene. 

Then a for:;ard observer is unable to carry his SCR-609/610 due 
to terrain or other lirdt-'.i.g Gifj^iculties, he uses an SGR-536 to 
contact his base set. Itoiji there it is relayed to the fire direction 
center," 

Car^tain WILLIAM D. ?.;SKB, 133rd Infantry 

"The infantr;- is E:ikinc; :-:.,xi.Mir:i use of the SCE-300's. All 
attached t-nk, tanlc destroyer, chemical battalion or other support- 
ing troops must be ecuipp -jA -aith thei.r o\m 3GP.-300*s for infantry 
■support. The infantry T/Z does not allow sets being _ supplied by 
them," 

First Lieuten'^nt LDO^Jl T. lIilHri., 135th Infantry, 

"The SCK-3G0's have T;or>Dd oxcei^sntly between tanks and in- 
fantry. The 3CR-509 furnished by the tank battalions to the ir fan- 
try is too heaT'y and have not worked out nell. One regiment oper- 
ated an SOK-300 not composed of infantry, tanks and a Cub plane for 
observation. Result^:- vj^ro good. 

In XTj regiment throe of the SCH-536's in the heavy weapons com- 
pany arc each on a differ. nit frequency (that of a rifle company). 
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Thus r?hen r, fnrohrn^ gun p7_-toon Is at-^. ached to support nnj ono com- 
vcny, it drains tha I'-ZR- 536 to work with that company. This in- 
sures much closor support. The other three SGR-5"6''3 of tho hea^;y 
"-■^capons compariy ar;; vsod the movz^r sections,." 

Sei?gef\nt fflCHAEL " .. K..:!;s;FKj l33Td Infantry, 

"A 53' to t' heavy iii^.-'china gun platoon is very goocV because 
there Tvill bo coim'-^siioatrlou v.ith the advarc-og assault platoon or 
by CO to tel'L the jnach.ino g-m platoon cfj.'fcer, vhen to givo support 
firo or ctvas^^ fire ?..s iho sitijatlon Unas'" call for. This company 
UP' 3d tl is S3'sto:a in '"he s.ttar>,: from. GECIM to the ARNO River, and 
I'oand that ws had bettor control over our attached ^^/oapons* Con- 
sequently, Viara o.hle to get tho".i into action from 5 niinutcs to 
30 iriniitcG soo^-^r thau anj- time previously," 

Captain VIJUER 7. IKOCKS, lo&th Infantry. 

"The Gommon SGIi -30C chanrel for ■^^'1 antr'-tanlc companias has 
re: i:od Tiithont difficulty. IlowcVer, oach rGp;iment should havo 
fivo channel:;. Quite froouontly all three tat;,allon2 are cominitted, 
the c::^.:non couipany ffii^jt h^ve a separate ore and al3 regiments are 
usin[r the £C;ri.-3C0 fer an additional coK';::iand net. lirA," 

Lieutenant Colonel ST:^LEZ L. BIHGI'MDT, Headquarters 34.th Infantry 
Division, 

"Tho inf:?.ntry rogamonts '""ah prefer the use of the SCR-300 to 
tho SCE-2S/.. for the regiraer.tnl ccsinand net. It has? given ojccellont 
range and its light weight makes It much easier to transport, .^spcci-- 
a''.ly in mountainous tax-r^iin, '.'There distance or intervening txsrrain 
makos the SCR~3no xnoporativo , tho has bc:;n used and results 

have been satis factoiv, ';,'hc 234, is used cone latently betyjoen regi- 
ment and service co:-.,j^.anx , 

J.feny instances v.e^e bro>i^;lit up indicating enemy sholling due 
to d:".rection flndiaf; equip;-ieat -ited on o-ir radi.o transmitters. In 
every single ca investir;j»ted it fc-.ind that the cause «as not 
D.F» Cowjaon causes v.' ore? 

(a) Visual sight of tho operator, antenna or troop concentra- 
tion. 

(b.) location near a or thi-'hile . target as a gun position 
or prominent croGsrcad, 

(c) Transmission in: the clear of friendly locations or move- 
ments," 

Technical Sergeant ID:ihlD lA POIFT'l;, i:5th Infantry, 

"Wire and radio men are hampered -rreatlv v.'hen carrying the 
a'^thorised M-1 rifle. It- is r.ecojtT.e :ded that carbines and pistols 
be issued as substitutes » Also th.e use of a m,ussette bag instead 
of tho full field pack T^ou3-d aid the communications rcen who usually 
have more equipment to carry than the riflemen." 



- 65 - 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

2* ll4£§_.QoS!23^;?i-£i:' "^ho sigral company, wire personnel followed basic 
principles for yiro coi!ii)ioiicri.tiDno Hot.ovet j. it' .was- loarned that Tjidoly varyxxig 
practices had to be adcpted cTepondihg lipon the. -terrain j rate of movement j number 
of units being sorvcd ond the r-^ad' net-work. This redulted in the necessity for 
the devo'','ipinGnt of a vory flexrole and dsgrascive orgrni^jation. The no.jd for 
very clos.:^ coopora tio/j boc-j^Qn viii'e ccni; ryruction iaeo ,'ind sivitchboard oporatorg 
was recognizod at an early data, ^'hd "IfcaliaS cunpr.ii?n to date has offored us 
four quit a distinct typca wire problai.is . These be handled by phases and 

the problGEs v.'ill be dcsori: d and then the method Miei to aoive each will be 
explained. In all cases good r;ire conniianic^^tion resulted, although our methods 
Tfere quite different in each, 

Lijiitonant Colonel STAlLEI L„ BUP-GI-JiiPT , Headqaartsrs 34.th Infantry 
Division, 

'^"''roni the point i^rhero the Division v/as first cormnltted south of 
BEI'.iETOI'aOj through three CToa-^ings of the VQLTURNO River and on up 
to COLLI there trere fer good ro?.ds. Usually not more than one good 
road v;as foijnd in the entire Di^risioa area. Often this was supple- 
niGiited by trnils and f.=,iigliioer*buij-ti roads. Bocause of laountamous 
tei'rain ad rll ground enccpl roads being a icire of mud {from heavy 
rainfalls) ^-^jire laying became very roadbound, ii/iinss yore encountered 
in groat quantity and vrerc usuaJly cleared only from thG B,SR, It 
is cs\;iniated that 90,^^ of the wire construction was coniined to the 
roadside, 

v.'hGn the situation -^'as slov; moving all lines were overheaded 
T.-henGVcr possible. This ndnijmised trouble from vehicular traffic, 
road repair work, Fhort oiv^viAs or lino losses due to hei^vy rains, 
'Phon '^ir'.G perjnittoc the original ipstr.llr.tion va.s overheaded as 
laid but ivhon tioie did not allo'v7 this practice it v;as overheaded 
at the first opportunity', 

Orly wire F-llOB was used by the construction platoon. This 
type wiir^c pfoperlj coastk^ueted and used vxia re|Jaatera gave 
sufficient rar^^e fyr every probleiB that ■vpas eneotintared. On jnp.ny 
occasions lines from tTJonty to t^/ehby six miles long were made to 
talk satiEfactorlly. . The utas of Spiral four or long range field 
Tf!lre, Gspeciallr' in her^^vily shelled areas is considered not practi- 
cal because of '::he difficulty of splicing as compared to T^J-UOB, 

The 1/4, ton v. hide was used to la/ virtually all the vire 
during this phase, it was the only vehicle that could oper-te on 
the highly congested and narro;? roads Tiiithout causing traffic tie- 
ups j conf-osion and accidents, liany rarrow roads x^ore made one v/ay 
except for I/4. ton T-ire and mesfenger vehicles „ 

Throughout this entire phase it was possible to maintain tv;o 
liner to each of the infantr^y regiments and to Division Artillery. 
As the Division Command Post mo-ved fomard the two trunks best lo- 
cated and that had- ;givon the least t-fouble were used to connect a 
rear switch to handle.. service elements,. 

The second phasa and o.no Bhich presented different problems vias 
that from' CEPFAGHA through, ..SAK SIETRO, SAN VITTORS, GBRVAR,0 and Into 
CAIRA and GASSING. ' In 'this' sector a good road was available only 
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part wnje "--rcMs ^•■'^.ve converbed Into peep trails hj the 

enginears buo a': v(::;;:i;;.ln -'.?.rge r than a peop could travel thess 
trails. 0;:3 . --li-oD-i-. wept ri.itht c-xj- q n.igh and rugged mountain 
range,, Ti;^; oej.-:- t'^'^ail li-^ ri? was a tJOoor:;! rate ipule pack ona^ 
Durxiij-- pan: ci rhj.^ 'pr~:.:.':od ths ri;lv;Iaion ''^ad i,n additional rogiinent 
a'^jtachea to ix. 'ihs i:,3ual fi-fildii wi^re encountered. At the 

boginni-'ig th '.3 jjhii-so a^^c^ll-ie'/ .Oi'/i.-iicn was relioTed and an 
attempt, '.vti, : rfia"''. ^ to take o'.; :;.: z'.ie e:-i-i.s L^lng w:L:L-e system. 

To.'.} llA'^i.-i ^sj'oni over ;i-:o!n tbe un^ i' relisTod gax'e much trouble. 
This was d^e : to v.h'^ir havii:g be^n cn tne ground durr.ng 

Viet peathei" for Vviijll over a :.ionth. Altio an excessive. ttumbeL' 
of lines had been ins tailed along th5 ■; route and cabled together, 
Tr.rioJ.s shooting van veyy slew and d:' rficul'c... Ne^.? lines i7c-re In^' 
sta'-Lfid to our inajor subordinate TVAi;;^^ dressed Tjell avsay from the 
or-i-gi3xl installatio' -j, Forc-j;;ataly this waa drawing a sloi-i moving 
oper,.,-.ion and vjc viqs j able ro dre^s up and rehabilitate some of 
the original system for U36 o-f so ■."vice elements and attacbod units. 

'£he 1/4 ton vehicle continued to bo the only practical one 
for ffire laj'ing, iifuch ".uire vas laid. !;r^\3S oou.ntr3'" bv hard rind 
gave good sen- ice art.er being instE^iled, Trouble shooting on foot 
T.'DS slor; bu-ij the ab.Tence oi' vshli';-ij.ar traffic served to keep vjiro 
failure:;; low. 

Approaching CA5S~!vO fhs infantry positions were separated from 
sirspl;- echali,.-n& and tbe Elvis ion Oom?:.nA Pobt by a three-mile 
valley vi'ixh the RAFIOO R.tr-jr ranni:-!g through it. There were fre- 
quent artillery concentri-vxons at certain points in the valley. 
These cx.ltical ripot? -.^Gr..: s~ior ;i.ea"^nad and tbe ?r.ire re-routed 
avvay frcm th;.;m rerj ut-jd in oli ninating much trouble. The re-rout- 
ing ' done on f o n, using reei 

Communicat" -^n by uire acros3 the valley -jvas extremely difficult. 
Five "/-'IKB Ii?ic j v^cre 1-Vd from the Divi^ Ion Command Post near 
CEP.ViiRO to an advancj Division s;7ltching c^/ntral located in CAIRA, 
one and one -half mlli-jp north of OAGSIIJO, Each line followed the 
same gonffira-1 route but r^ns separated five to tT.-enty yards from the 
noiresfc one of the five. Teat poii!.t3 ^.ere installed In three places 
along these tru'iks rith a '.viro chirf, trouble poops and v;ire per- 
sonnel at each of the thrco places. Each tost point maintainod 
Tfii'e both 'vay.^. Irora that poi-vt and additional troublo personnel 
T'orhod from the jl.'ivi.^ion Ccminand Pest aad the advance s'ljitch. 
After the five liusa v;erc- innt.sllsd coj-municaticn Vo our advance 
S7.'.itch was lost only oncio during a po;.-iod of nearly thirty days, 
Tb-5 -7as for a period of less than t o hours ^ One t&st point 
p.'as located hali'i.va.y betvjeen the Gomm^nd Post and tho advance 
Svntch, At t'^Ms loca'.ion repeaters ££-69 i^sre installed and mon- 
itored for ccrroct f jjustment. This enabled tbe Division Staff to 
tsl!c to the advancG Rogimen^al Coni::iand Po&ts of the lZ.2ndj 135th 
and 16Cth Infantries, all tiree of uhich rere tiad into tho CAIRA- 
board* Wire distances of these units averaged ti^enty milos-, After 
a potdod of a 'veek the foiii" most suitable lines were continae.d and 
the ramaining one abandonod.. Throughout the entire period three 
linos v.-e..3 kept i.n i::Q5r of the timo. 
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The UBo of -.no tent points, r'irG chiefs, 'ind trouble teams 
rnr,d.o the cii.r"rG.roiiCG boljUf-r. n uirc '-lud. bV.ccSwS on this opGr8.tiQn# 
Much t:.-oubl3 EhoctLng v?h.'^. dciie on foot f.rcni these points as even 
the nio-vc;/(ionh of a t'i. vohic j e would dre::; five., lf:.rs W-I3O 
\:as s-o;;ij: t.i?i;o3 mr-" r-.t <^'LC-"i "^"'^ repJaoft b'^dly dnniagod sections in 
a hu y,. It V'liiJ ..;;■; ;■;?,(,. ed at tl^n f.i.::f;t oijpor'CUjiity hy W-llO^ In 
tl; is irij. t.";-;..ce ?. ' ."i^atG roivtos r;&ro ",ot nesessaj-y. The avoidance 
of spocii'-o '...ar^Nj-c -..^'oas:, ■■■ch:i.cular traffi-^ and a small amount of 
spacin,^ hc.r.,r^ou linc'.j ivorko'i very "."ell, 'i:'::us the same trouble 
teans and poiirt.3 could bo used on ail lines, 

TIio ■j'ec;j.:.^ntaJ. te^-n^ ---jro operating over very rugged terrain 
bi t by IncreaE li^t* vj-em to £-'-glK. men each and pushing the advance 
switch up to CAIEA t::ey -u-cro able to keep v;;vr3 in at all times. " 

'First Lieutene JOHN EOPC'CPITE, 34th Signal Company. 

"The advaricc of one i'c>e.>cmt for a period of about ten days 
and over a dietancG of fifi-een ral-s ■. a.s folloiijed by a mulo equipped 
r/i^^e toaiii. It r)laeos the trail X7a3 .vlfficult aven for the mules. 
It \:a3 lon,rned in this instance tiiat thoce wire lines had to be 
laid -'oil off -he tr^.ils to avoid trouble froia tho mules hoofs and 
she]' ixig.-j On meant' in trails; it :?as fouMd bec-t to coiiBtruct 
lij^os or: the high side of tho trail as most any accident or trouble 
that dereloped affected the lo".7er side, Frequently a miile v;ould 
slip from xhe t^ail or supplieg v;ould be droppeda Naturally the 
fall i70uld brea-s: the '..'ire if it had been installed belovi." 

Liouton; -:t Col on-: -1 iiTAi'IZiy L. 3 JIlGfcAHDT , Headquarters 34-th In- 
fantry Division, 

"At the AHZIC Bcanliioad. v<g vjoro favored v'ith a good road not- 
i7ork and dry '..eathert Ii^-,.c ■:,ho ha'jards fro:':! mine fields v;ere niin- 
iniized after the po-'tic.-^s had Leon occupiod for a short period. 
The Division took :jver iirbaot trie- v,':ro syEtnin of the unit ro- 
lio-'jrd. It T,'^s • to bo oxa ■.-f:aive for our needs and nearly 
half 01 the loSR r-j.lxable I'lnes -jsjere aba"idonod , Tl\e areas of heavy 
shelling such at- road ji.. ::tions and g'jn pGs:Ltions soon becaino ap- 
parent to '/ire Tiers or ?:ol v.nd 3 iaes vsro either re-routed or btiriod. 
Many of tiio for-.:ard lines could not bo maintained during daylight 
diio to oncT.iy obi^ei' 7?,ticn and fire. 

Undorrrovind or buried lines ;;or8 used for the first time and 
viorked very ''ell^ After a short period grom.ds developed ivhich pro- 
hibi.ted t?.' -ir being iilmplexad for baloiixn^i but they v/orkcd voxy- vjel' 
for teleriions- Teat points ■..■ere installed every quarter mile and T'- 
184- Tcrninal S^rip:^ used. This p;reatly facilitated trouble shooting. 

Burial vjps -^ccomplia.bvod by use of a cable plo-' borrowed from 
the Corps signal battalion. It proved a very arduous and time 
consuming task but paid dividends cc:'.":idor I ng the tino that '.'as 
EPO'.t In tho positions , All lines tbit coixldn' t bo re-routed 
a" aj'' from spoci:Lic targets i/ere buried. Only important tactical 
lines ■■'cre b-jried, 
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An advance s??xtch ^^-s install.ed about three miles ahead of 
Division Cominaud Post, X-urirg ono phase traffic to the tvo yegi* 
menta in the line -tuas extraraely heavy and three lines were in- 
stalled to eacl: , 

Ok the Beachhead eX^htj perc'^nt of wire failure was -.caused 
by shellfire, bo""i.bs and falling . flak. In one instance all locals 
at Division Gorerijand Poat '-.'ere lost by an A? bomb landing ^.'ithin 
a few. yards of the switchboard diigout. The locals had been buried 
to within a fet:' foet of the STjitchboard, but were above groiinfi 
just as they entered the dugout. The AP bomb scattered sufficiently 
to get thia one small vuJ-nerable sopt. Viiere burial is needed 
henceforth it 17111 be corcplete, . 

During the breakout from AI'IZIO Beachhead, follorved by the pur- 
suit through Ror,'S to LEGKCSilv and FifiA, v/e i/vere favored '"'ith a i-^ocd 
road network and a well defined axis except in one brief instance. 
Artillery shelling \ms nil but vehicular traffic plus tank .md tank 
destroyer niovenient created a hazard to our lines. The chief ob- 
stacles Tjere the speed of niovement required, mine fialds and snipers. 
During the latter stagas i^ire supply stocks becam'3 vary Io-r and 
much recovery had to be effected even during operations. 

Line construction mu.st be especially good when operating 
Tiiith taiiks. Every conceiv.'ble crossing must be well overheaded 
or buried, Bi.irial at crof ■ -.ngs should exceed eight inches to 
protect the r/ire from taris. All uire Dins t be drefised veil off 
the shoulders and preferable up on ledges and banks. 

Wiremen in their deairs to co'i^r-truct good lines often enter 
mine fields. Good wj.resen can't be replaced easily and it is best 
to keep them away from such . practices i The ivire can be laid along 
the mine '.earning signs for greater fiafety, especially in trouble 
shooting. 

From the Beachhead to ROi'ffi fp3 pace was so rapid that r-e 
had to discard our SOP of two liries to each regiment and reduce 
it to one each. Also additional use was made of a forvisrd, smtcl'i- 
ing central to tie in attached units. Division wnre personnel laid . 
wire as closely behind the advance coribat elements as they could. 
After leaving IA!:aVIO and uq to ROJS practically no pxrs T;as laid 
within the Ini^autry regiment.; and Division Artillery.. 

As the Division left BOhh and headed north a fourth regiment 
T7as added. Due to the rate of move and the- number of subordinate 
units it T.?as decided that if wire ^Jas to be maintained at all it 
tjould have to be on a reduced scale and by the use of an advance 
switching central. Wire teams were rith each regiment. The signal 
comparfy installed tvo TT-llOB circuits up Highway #1 twenty miles 
north of ROME, The signal company teams with the four regiments 
r:ere instructed to travel ":ith the Regimental Gommand Post and each 
time thejr set doT?n this team tvould tee-spllce the Division cir- 
cuits on highway and stztend it into tlae regimental board, By 
close liaison and instructions t7;o regiments ware kept on each of 
the tivo lines. At any spot t? at a regiment stopped for even an 
hour they had -aire commuriication to Division. As Division moved 
up they would morely cut a sii'itchboard into the trunks and have 
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comrminicatlon both ~;ays. At this time it bscfime imposFJible for Corps 
to keep their circuits up to us ao vje displac.-jd forr'ard. using our 
oT^?n FJ-110 lines b?r.ek to oiir renr Gommand Post and from there on into. 
Corps on their eircuit. 

At a point --^Ijout- tv/enty sd.Ies north of Homo the T/ire short- 
age , developed and the pace of advance increased. It was decided 
: to lay only one circuit forward along Hi gh'.?ay #1. At this time trio 
regiments vjcre advancing in colomn ahead of the Division Command 
Post and the other tr;o v- loca+ed near Division,, The tvo leading 
regiments v;ere tee -spliced onto the single trunk and the two nearby- 
regiments were laid to by a Division i?ire team. At O6OO hours 
one morning \iq wore told that the Command Post tjouM move fifteen 
miles that morning. By having aggressively pushed our . vjirehead for- 
ward along rith the TD and tark; imits v^e had tfjenty-sii: miles of 
17-110 laid ahead of us. As it dcvoloped the Comiand Post that day 
moved forty-one miles and right into dVITAVSCGHIA, Communication 
vras maintained during this entire day between Corps, Division Command 
Post, four infantry rogiipents and the advanco Division Command Post, ' 
Prior to movir^ into CIVITAVECCHIA the advance Division Command Post ' 
was tijenty-six miles from the main Coimnand Post. An EE-89 repeater 
\7as installed on this circ^^.it and it talked -'sell. The Deputy Corps 
Commander talked over this tv.'anty"Six niilo Division circuit back to 
oiJT main CoEmand Post then through Corps circuits to the Corps Com- 
mander and reported the pivision's capture of CIVITAVSCCHIA. After 
that the advance group moved into town- completing a forty-one mile 
raovG for the day, actually the time involved uas from 0700 hours in 
the morning until about 1500 hours in the afternoon - eif^ht hours, 
l^ile tho town was bein|; cleared the Division wire team completod 
the last fifteen miles and whon the Commanding General arrived an 
EE-8 telephone was waiting for him and eomir'-unicativin was still in 
to all four regiments. 

In constnacting this circuit each regimental team had a 1/4- 
ton and 3/4 ton vohicle, Tbeae 'vere used to make the tie-ins, Tho 
actual forty-one mile circuit was laid by fo^xr I/4. ton poops from 
tho signal company group, Tho highway vms divided .into t-Jolve mile 
sections and each peep assigned throe miles. The Division vjiro 
officer and his assistant coordinated the joining of the- circuits 
and the tying-in of the r:!gimentSo A wire duiap of twenty-five to 
fifty miles was kept as 7,ear to the nirehead as possible. The linos 
were uell dressed- as laid and very little trouble developed. 
Trouble shooters ivere stationed at tost points along the line as well 
as at both ends. This enabled them to reach ary trouble in a mini- 
mum of time. The Division vire officer kept his reconnaissanco as 
far forward as possible so that he would be personally informed of 
movement, by -pass os or anything that might alter tho wire plan, . 

From CECim through lECiHORN and up to PISA the Division had 
five infantry regli?ients, two tank and two tank destroyer battalions. 
One trtaic was installed and maintained to oach of these units in 
addition to artillery and service unit communications. During this 
period wire supply bocame critical and recovery was required, 
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During July the signal company recovered 897 miles of W-110, 
The artillery recovered an additional 300 miles." 

First Lieutenant JQH^:^ EOHFORTE, 3/+th Signal Comparor. 

"In taking over lines from other units they should be re- 
dressed, propcx'ly tagged, bad sections or W-130 replaced, re- 
routed aviay from target of traffic areas. 

Wirs construction along roads has proved highly satisfactoiy 
by comparison to an attempt to lay it cross country. It is in- 
stalled and maintained much more rapidly," 

Captain ^ILLIiM p. I^ASKS, 133rd Infantry, 

"Isau'^ of mnrjf? to 1g-t viTe non-coms and kaecinj? them oriented 
on the situation halpsd very much. All ^?ire personnel report 
Comriiand Fo£;t changes or locations aS rapidly as learned. Recon- 
naissance must al'.jays be mads Vi'ell aiiead of wire laying," 

First Lieutenant ZOtUx EOMOR'iE, 34th Signal Gonpany. 

"By using the samio personnel to maintain a line that has origin- 
ally installed it, the initial v^'ork was better inasmuch as the men 

Using th-3 sane men for a conciderabl® length of time to maintain 
a group of circuits resu!?.ted in their becoming very familiar \7ith 
every \:ea;*neps and l^zelj tro-able point. Thus they could easily 
locate tr>-.-'abie that did devolop and they made improvements each 
time a C'iSe of trouble appscrGd, After a fet? days, the circuit 
TOuld tefiors' trouble free," 

Captain LLOID W. HEISER, 34th Division Artillery. 

".Artillery units ukoI v^iry littlo W-I3O except for fori'iard 
observers. Close cooperation betv^esn Division Artillery and signal 
company helped reduce the nunbar of circuits and kept all units 
better ided-in. Ffcers a tost pcint is installed by one unit all 
lin--^s running past that poi-it up to the capacity of terminal strips 
should be cut in. Artillery made ulde use of simplex talking 
circuits for FDC and thus eliminated much ttrire laying," 

C.:.ptain Tikl^. V'. BE00K3, 168th Infantry, 

"Infantr;/ roglsients pro:7crrGd to use "Pr-llO as much as possible 
and laid T.--130 only as a l.sst resort. 1/iJhen they moved up on ■^'.'-130 
lines thsy replaced them T7ith -f-llO as soon as possible. 

It is not at all practical for infantry units to recovor 
v;ire. The porsonnel reqjirod to install and maintain their wire 
system is far greiter than the number allotted on present T/O's." 
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First Lieviteiiant RALIS H. HARADEH, 3/+th' Signal' GompaRy. 

'^The use of sr.-itching centrals often saves communication 
from a coru-pl.ete failinre. ..lost Staff officers do not understand 
the necessity for or x^ason baiiind the use of these switches, 
TiiG£3e officers become quite disgusted when two or three boards 
arc in the circuit, Ro-;evjr, there are times when all subordinate 
units can be tied into a foi\;ard board and if only a single line 
remains in to the advance switch all units can be contacted. It 
saTss greatly on -iTJire construction and facilitates trouble shoot- 
itig, testing and maintenance to a high degree. It further alloi.^3 
certain elements to be kept in the irire system that couldn't 
possibly be kept in othorjise." 

Technician Sergeant RALHI J. OLSOIT, 34th Signal Company, 

''Reperitere ii^ers often loaned tq. artillery for use on long 

circuits. Repeaters wera kept in readiness at all niajor switch- 
boards and t;ero plugged into the circuit to boost calls from dis- 
tant points." 

First Lieutenant RALPH. H. H/iRAESK, 34th Signal Compare. 

"i'tonitoring of circuit;^ rovealed a tremendous level of un- 
rjscosiUEr;' C'^ll^i and idlo cLntter, It is recoraoend'ed that an officer 
monitor periccLlcaily and cortrol cionver sat ions of this type by his 
action or the- action of I'.is co:;.nia,nder, " 

Technician Fifth Grade ASHHT. GERECHT, 133rd Infantry. 

"'"g found in the mountain action before OABStW, in the 
MPIDO River crosB5ngs, in the lAJraVIC action,- and at MT. JIAGGICRE 
that tho proE;3nt biitte,lirn switchboard, BD 71 is unsuitable for 
batt-lion fighting movement . It. is most cumbersome, and easily 
dai-^agcd. It or-.ttnot be 'ssec) . to any good advantage in the moun- 
tains, ^e havG found the German sv7itchboard to be exceptionally 
rjoll-suited for action, it being far simpler and lighter, one-fifth 
as hfsav;^ than ours." 

First Sergeant CHiiPLIiS V, BEEKMAN, 133rd Infantrj^, 

"Frcn e:tperier:!ce in carrying tlie SGR--300 radio I have found 
that the h.j,rness -.Jhich supports the set while carrying on the back 
alloTiB tlie sharp iinder edge of the case to dig into the back of the 
operator. In order tc koap the set from shifting and thrm^ing the 
oporntcr off balance the Ga-rrjing straps must be made very tight, 
% company has remedied tb3se faults by mounting the set on a pack- 
bonrd otnd securing it by ropes, The weight of the sot is carried 
on the shoulders as before but the canvas on the insid'e of tho 
board distributes the lord t-o the back and the balance of the 
Qporo.tar is more easily r.airitained». This is especially important 
in mountainous terrain," 
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First Lieutenant JACK T.. PAREISH, 133rd In.fartry. 

'".■."hilG t;o wore oper^.ting in the niountains north of SM EJJGE 
ive had to supply the troops by p'.Gl'-nrale trn.in. Tha men returning 
to thoir companies ^ as nell 'is runnars and litter bearers , usually 
folloTJed the teX'.-ip'ione i-jiro and pulled the x:ij:o inho the troll. 
The mule train?! fclloTslng cut the .rive to ribbons. Tha best method 
T7G found to remody this -.vms to put the '.viro as high as possible 
and string niarkor tape in placeE^ '..^here a person could got off the 
trail. " 
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CHAPTER VI - SUPPU 

Staff Sergeant LEWIS E. McKERZIE, 135th Infnntry. 
Staff Sergeant JAMES R. GAVSSKS, 135th Infantry. 

"On tho first crossiiig of the VOLTTJRNO River vie cr\n.e up after 
dark to the regimental CP end foi^nd thoro v?aE no -.lay to cross the 
river by truck, but rations, Fater and ammunition had to get 
across. First we tried a p'eap to carry a cable ovor, but tho 
peep vjont dovm stream. 

The next thing tried vias a 2^ ton 6x6 cargo truck by its 
\7inGh» It Tjorkod OK so ^.le loaded a peep and supplies on and then 
dragged it across, fe kept tiiat up until vja had four peeps across 
to haul the supplies out to the companies which vgere c?.bout a mile 
aT;ay. Fe moved all of the r">tions and ammunition that night by ■ 
the same process, ^e also took all of the casualties back across," 

a. Rations . Every effort shoiild be made to augment the 'C* or 
ration -Efliich must of necessity be fed to the front line soldier. The 'C or 'K' 
type ration is an emergency ration and is not designed to feed troops over 
long periods of time. During January and February 1944 the 3rd Battalion, I35th 
Infantry established an improvised field bakery in the kitchen bivouac area and 
made doughnuts, fruit turnovers, ca!ies and cookies, and in addition made sand- 
wiches of jellies and jams and fresh meat vjhon it vjas obtainable, and made spreads 
for sandwiches from canned meat. These nore packed into ration boxes, ammuni- 
tion boxes and sent up to the troops by pack mule. This aided greatly in re- 
ducing the monotony of the ration, added the necessary calories in tho diet 
uhich was deficient in the 'C or 'K' ration. This food being more palatable 
tho troops ate more of it and their morale and physical condition was much 
batter than that of troops which were fed a steadly diet of emergency rations. 

Staff Sergeant JCKN DIAYASTES, 133rd Infantry. 

"Ihile troops are on the line, kitchens should be able to drav; 
materials to make pastry such as doughnuts, cookies, cake, etc., 
to go with the men's 'K' or 'G' rations, whatever it may be. It 
builds up their morale and tells them that their kitchen crew is 
thinking of them and not sitting on thoir beds," 

Technician Fourth Grads' AIEX G. BLACK, 133rd Infantry. 

■"A better ration should be given the fighting men when they 
. are able to get a hot moal instead of the usual hash or stew menus. 
Pork and gravey or beef and gravcy takes no mors time to prepare 
and is much better," 

Staff Sergeant DELBB21T F, lEET, 133rd Infanti^^ 

"When bringing rations up to the company always be sure not 
to bring fire down upon ■-he araa, or vicinity of the company, by; 
pulling in too fast with the vehicles. Always pick a secluded spot 
where the enemy cannot observe your movement." 
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Lieutonant Colonel G, ^'ALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry 

Divl -'ion. 

"Hoserve rations - At present the division is using the fol- 
Imiing pl:Ui -Thich is satif?facto.rj'. 

Is Er.ch kitchen carries one day's reserve of hard rationj 
either ^G'^ 'K' or In poico uiits 10-1, and the Division qtiarter- 
iTfiastor Dsaint/ans a i-esorvo of one day boxes ration for the entire 
division. 

a. Tho rstserve »C* or 'K' ration c;;:.rried in the infantry 
kitchens eliain.at.ad confusion in cas-o the unit is ordered into combat 
after a 'B' ration hv.3 tcm issued to the companxos for the next 
day's convSiimption o-^ the -celogrMa has gone in for the 'B' ration. 

In siach ct,sgs the unit us as its reserve ration and puts the non- 
peri "-h-'-ble poi'ti^;.-.. 'if the *B' ration in rosorvo, TiTaan the unit is 
again out of combat the ocr.panleD arc phlo to aerve a 'B' ration 
even if the uniL has dra /n a norcial issue of hard ration, 

b. The rerer^re ration 1b also to be used in emergency 
if for any reason tlie unit is unable to drat? their daily ration, 

c. At tiinos when therj is a known possibility of units not 
boing' ablo to draw rations for a day or tno days, the reserve is in- 
creapcd in the unit to cover the antic5,pated period." 

Frlvato First .Aase lILLUIk E. YlQWhm, 135th Infantiy. 

"The infantry soi.dier v;hen going on an attack, usually carries 
either 'C rations or 'K* rations, and sometimes a combination of 
ti:G t\vo. As for the 'G' miity all I can say is experiment on dif- 
ferent methods of carrying thom, I've foiaid that three units fit 
nicely in a combat pr.ck. As for the 'K' ration, I suggest you open 
the boxas and brook the contents down. There may be things en- 
closod you TTon't eat so why carr^/ them. The rjax box \vill heat 
a cup of coffee nicely, A 'D' bar is always a good thing to carry 
in case of an emergency. Carry your rations in the most convenient 
place. They can cause a lot of grief during a long march if not 
packed -jell." 

Clothing and , Ecui ruieatst. 

Lieutenant Colonel IVAN G, UALS, Keadquarters 34.th Infantry 
Division, 

"During the Italian campaifjn the carrying of barracks bags 
for Personnel hnc proven ispractioalj especially for combat in- 
fantry' porsonnol, Tho lad of transportation to transpoii; the bar- 
racks bag makos it necessar77 to store them, under guard until such 
time as the unit is not in combat, and then send. transportation 
back to them. By this time the dlstanco to tne place of storage 
is exceedingly groat. This denies the indiridual the use of argr 
clothirig or personal equipment that he may need during combat 
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Vihich ms^r be for periods of tisio to threa months. In addition to 
this diaadvantagc tuo j-torod barrar^ks bags ooiioain Ttarge ano'duta 
of clothing ■vvhieh couJ.d be used by higher echelons for rGplacocient 
or for tho oper':'.tion of clotliing ojccihaiige -units ^ 

This dlvis ion drlscontirjuecl the use of b^.rr?cks brigs in all 
GiK-copt roDv:. .r.e'i eloTioiita . In Ort'jb(^r 19/3 and has oporp.ted viithont 
tbiVE satisjfiv.x ■••lly a^-er sinoa throu,-p tAie us 3 of arn^ storili.sa- 
tion, bo. bh and clu:.::l.ng a^zcticnris unity,;. .?jid a system of clothing 
esohange op^rate'T by the d:;.v-oion quartermaster both in con;i unc- 
tion with the division shoncrs and on airect excharjge rath units. 
This systcir. relieves a strain on the already overtaxed transportn.- 
tion T/ithin ths di'^tsioK. 

QM sterjlt-icitio-.'' ,, bcth ^.rd clothing e-t:.hfi^..^;e imits have proven 
a great morale boosi -iiid a grcai"^ hdlp in the supply and mainten- 
ance of individual '-i'-''''"h:i.ns,. These units T;ei'e firftt used by "the 34'fch 
Infantiy Division at PlS.)JiV!Oi.rE C-ALIIT!; In D^^cember 1943 after 
an oxtendod po.-. :.od ■ of ' 70 aa/'bj, in corbat,. At thrt tiue the xS-oH." ■ 
itios offered by the unit conGistGd of bath, toTrjQl, a coi/ipleiK3 
change of uniform f-om tho sVin o'dt^ under,?ear, socles., iToolen 
unlfcrm, field T-chefc, If needed, snoes and leggins, if neededo 
The unit acor.mmodated .froin 1730 to 20C0 men a day,. If QM steril- 
isition, bath, \nd cloi^bing exchartge units are maintained as close 
&s po-isible, aoiiiially f.i.-'orr, '^■to 10 Kites behind the front line?, 
it eliminates the nocassl"";/ of thu soldier carry!-, g any extra 
clothing except perh-:pE a oh-^ngc of unierivear and sochs, as -Tihon 
a unit or part of a unit is in a rsserve position and.. has an op- 
portr'-'.ity to clean up, that urjlt can be taken to the S & B unit 
and given a hot sho-,;ar and, r-li.an !?-lothes and iB bettor fit to go 
back into co!bat„ in :i s.hertGr ti'ie, than v;ould,be possible if 
unit had to re-ecuip through nornial supply channels," 

Corporal RGUfS DA'SOK, 135th Infantr;^ 

"There is one particular i^-em nbich is never mentioned back 
home and is never issued in sufficient quuntity« 

I ani spea'':-ng of the suall gasoline stove which anyboc^- ivho 
spent a '7inter in the hills of Italy rdll tell you are a ver^r 
deflnlto improvement to life ^^^hich, at host, is absolutely no 
good."" 

Lle^itenant Colonel JOE L. BOOR!®, l6Bth Infentry. 

'■KxpsriancG in ceEibat to date r/ould indicate that the In- 
trencntng Set, Infojatiy ;fl_, Is excess ive to our needs except 
T;hGn the battalion has to propaxe c. defensive position. Oxcc ex- 
perience to date has indicated that the transportation allotted 
for •chls purpose can be put to a better use and service to tho 
battalion by helping out with the ar;mmiition in addition to car- 
rying thj norr.al eqi.iipment nooded for the A & P platoon. The set 
should bo' cai'ried nith regimonb or an arrangement 'v.orked out a'hero- 
by battalion could dr'-.i; a part of this set should circumstances 
indicate a defensive position- 
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staff Scrge-nt CARL G. HCDDY, 135th Infantry. 

"IT-vcj r", regular lE^sav:- o** socks and underwear at least once 
a vjook for the troops v;hoii they are on the line," 

St;..ff Serp.eant fJJTSGELL E. SA113DERS, I33rd Infantry. 

"Dispose of the blahl-'iGt roll in the da^/tliiie and let the kitchen 
force bring thon up at night. The blanket is too bundlesoiue and 
provides c: larficr target* The roll hinders movement going dor/n 
ii.~,rrOTJ trr.ils and througli. bushes," 

Li..:uton-nt Colonel JOE L. BQURISE, I6^th Infantiy. 

''2roiL-.ri'. Iv^,".ooj'm Tiion v;ith riflo. It is believed 

th-'.t a pistol for tho Iri-iEoal':-^. man 'is much more desirable, Fo h^ive 
r.ctnaXly cl".-n tho baaook?. v::en pistols to carry frca time to time. 
Ths objection of tJ-is rifio is that it ±s a little too cumbersoniG 
to bo cari'iod by i rm -'ho ir also cirrylng tiis bazooka, and, es- 
pecially so rhon you consider that the bazooka Oan has a little 
different atnriimition problen from the ordinary rifleifian," 

£t-iff £;ergG .iit T.OI m-JKF]^ 13^3^6. Inf-ntry. 

"-he "rtreifer or supply • sorgettnt should stay with the coei- 
pai^y to lis i itet.3 dor.irod for the next evening^ distribution, 
ThoEo itoris co.uO forward fnn -^he kitchen area with the follorjing 
a.?.ys rr.t:lc-s, U-ationts and aupi^lius for- detached platoons should 
bo sent -lith the ration tea:.i of the company to which they are at- 
tachad. This hc-.s ■been our standai'xi operating procedure since ive 
first arrived in Italy." 

^r; ..ng "oort -.t i^n „ 

Ga:ota:'xi O'AI.'EC G. JZm^, JR., Eoadquarters 3Ath Infantry Division, 

"?ach Kule trains - D-urir.g the fighting in Italy it has fre- 
quently beGor.3 necessary %o supply by pack r'ule. The 34-th Div- 
ision has had varied Gxp~rionco with mules, using both organic 
and attached pack mule trai-js> In November 194-3? it first became 
neOD00ary to usu mi;l-je but there -aers none available frain hlghop 
echelons and we Y:oro fcrced to roqui3itl'~'n such initials as could be 
found from clviliar,^ and cr"snise provisional pacK trains within 
tlio unit J. —'.;-'-'irod -^s-i of organic personnel which ¥Qre 

needed elser;/ 3rs ana Teri:'r-a tiai:^i^g of aiiical handlers, trans- 
portation of Jpaintjn-v.-i'e '^qu .ro^ , :ia6^ considerable supervision, 
the pei'sonrol and crii.'- poi-r v^ion for wnich 1^3 not available in' an 
infai".try division, Tcib ^j-jiem xias not .at ail satisfactoiy. 

In Jahur^ry 19-'U thi-;-;.. Italian pack niulo groups ';ero attached 
to tho division^ Thsy r.-n-y v,ell trained, well officered but at ' 
first poorly equipped, (.inj.s '7&s later remedied). Due to dif- 
ference in lunguages , cu^'-toac , and tompsramer-t, there was consider- 
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able trouble at first in handling and use of the foreign pack 
trains. Experience has shumi -that those Italian or other foreign 
pack trains can render valuable service if handled piroperly ard in 
turn can be a lot of trouble if not. The following System is used 
in tho 34th Division. 

1. Upon attachment of a pack train, an officer is sent to 
the train as liaison and if it is a foreign organization an inter- 
prater is sent T;ith him. All dealings between units and pack train 
commandors are transacted through this liaison officer, 

2, These pack mule trains are commanded hy competent officers 
and non-commissioned officers and are organized as any other unit 
into sub-divisions of squads, sections, etc. and work best when 
operating under their own commanders. Orders and instructions . 
therefore are given to the commander of the detail' and not to ind- 
ividuTils. Unsatisfactory rosults have occurred in almost every 
instance uhere units attempted to take command of the mule leaders 
individually and not go through the coniHkander as would be the case 
of a norjDally attached American unit, 

3,. Any genelpous act on the pert of units losing attached foT*- 
oign pack trains, such as giving surplus candy and cigarettes to 
the train, pays dlvidonds. 

4. "The pack train conmander should b© informed of the tact- 
ical situation, just us any other attached unit, to enable him to 
intelligently plan his operations," 

Sergeant ALEi:' i.LinciOIA, 133rd Infantry. 

"In the past \jq have bean marking and breaking trails, hours 
before the ration train leaves the ration dump. This is a. very 
good idea, and should be used in the future.'' 

Lieutenant Colonel IVAN G, WALZ, Headquarters 34.th Infantry 
Division, , - 

"It has frequently happened that tactical plans' are adopted 
Tjhich require motorization of units from organic division trans- 
portation be;''ond the ability of the division to support. In each 
such instp.ncQ the followirig reactions occurred. 

1. Kr\tion and v,'5.tor supply wera in©?ifflcieiat« 
^ 2, Gasolin© :Jupply became critical.. 

*f 3* Drivers were ovcrr/orked ana undtiiy fatl^^ued, and in*-- 
efficient rhen released to normal functions. 

, 4-. ■'."ehiclG isaintenance deteriorated ^ For ai^^ except, short 
definite Tr.ovos of not to exoeod one regiment, vehicles for motor- 
ization should be f-jmisiied from so\3rces outside the division," 

. ^gr^raar d_DiKng - 

Lieutenant Colonol' IVAlJ G. WALZ, Headquarters .34.th Infantry Div- 
ision, 

"During the campaign due to terrain and traffic difficulties it 
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became noCGSSr.ry for the divisiori supply services to est^.tilifsh 
foru-rd duzrpj;,. The jost frequent of those nero Claas I and III 
ti'''a'ji:i..:>ads s'sta'bllahed by tho quar bermf^tGr. fHien road nets bo- 
caniG ccDga&ted and bridg^es and fords vjere uncertain theso truck- 
lioads Fero ^'JTa'i^lf.sjied in areae rhieh^ though in advance of PEife 
locations of r^ormal supply installations, reliovod congGStlon on 
roadg and in?3Ujred the sr=o^~'ta fiov.- of sL-ppliea in case of bridges 
and for.: tc--'c--r.3i- :japafcp;icio, Vfhloh did ooc-ar. 

Experience iias p^'Oven hoiverer tha inad-xrisaoillty of attempt- 
ir^g to pla'.c- di-v-islon duT^ys 'boo far for^jard. An instance is given 
af! oxamp.la, 

1<. Duriiig the attach on C^.S3iyO in January 1944 a forward 
qitarteraaster d-Jinp vas "aolir-'^'Gd at K, VILLA, r-as intended to 
bo a roservG cLuvtp .'icross the JiAFIDCt River. This dump was 'within 
loncf range mortaj' c= .vi siebolicTf or fivo, Tho i;nemy covered this 
dujnp by fire whane ?e.i' any .r.-itivlty took place in the vicinity 
of the du-ip thu-: de-yinf; ltd use ao a supply point o Tho officer 
in charge and thrso men v;ore kiilsd by enemy fire. The dump 
T.'-.s abandoned,. 

2, It has bean found that ■^ho.n resarvo d'J.aps wist be o3tab«* 
1.7 shed for a^y reason In for;card areas ib is advisable for unit to 
build up snail forvjard durups either by regiment or battalion,*' 

AjnTKird;bion, 

Captain Bmom W. RODEiiiiarEIR, 133rd Inf.ant.ry. 

"Froci tha standpoint of proccdur-;. in supplying ananunition to 
units of an infantiy rogiment those principles cet forth in Par. 
24 7-30, scvrvice company and medical detachaiontj arc basioel.^ 
souiia^, Ho':'evcr, anj- proceduro in the supply of Class V items nust 
bo iU j:rible, 

In the early stages of the eampaign in Italy the 133rd In- 
fantry coiibat team had the nn.ssion of pursuing and maintaining 
contact with the'oneray in a flanlring maneuvers 

During this phase, e:Tpenditures of anmiunition nere Yoxrj- 
light a:.:"- two 24 ton' 6x6 tracks loaded uith the amounts jnd types 
of anflmxnition prescribed v;or3 released to battalion controls 

During tne follon.ing phasus of the campaign all six of tho 
2f,- ton soivxco coKpr.ny trucks rera retained under regimental con- 
trcolo 'The regiisonxal munitions offioer parsonfi"' "'-V supervised th.e 
movement and blvonaolng o£ „ a,s nfdl as the loadir^g a"ad loads to 
bo GQxriod, He Tjai^i ass:'":: ted by xhj munitions sergeant, the ser- 
gojin't truck-TKistc" and one private, (the priva'te beirjg an under- 
stu-dy for possible roplaoenen't of oither sergeant). The iiarrant 
officer J muai.ci x-g and ordnan.ce, and the -rjuek driver uith the 
3/4 ton T.'8apon3 carrier usually stayed at the service company 
kitchen a'^op. and handled all ordnanco itv^rib for rspairj replace- 
mont or salvage Ke T7as assisted by a technical sergeant, small 
arms erperXj i7ell qualified to make liajci? repairs on all small 
arms. This technical sergeant \ias in excess of the table of 
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organization, but proved oxcoedingly valua'ble to the rogiment in 
thnt iveapons neodi:a| rGp:i,ir vjero quickly returnod to combat units 
becausG ovacT:^?^ ion to higher echeloiis for repair vias c=liminp.tod by 
an ostimatod 9^;^^ 

Xii-f^itl on Ox dj.m-p3c Upc^n cntoj'ing oombatj all vehicles carried 
basic lonv.B. CWan* saxion^.L -vehiole^ -.-j ton t-r-uck^. i ton trailers 
?.nd prxi-'^s mo'.;Grs/ accor.pg.nied the ir.ops as far fon-Jard as possible, 
r'^rc- r'r.iizg to ba"'';tal-i,c;.^ oor.trol as soon as weapons a:nd hand-carriod ' 
ano'.inltion are taken forivard by hnnd. 

It, thii tins the ba'',.X'iilon motor pool, beooroos the loc ition 
of ths battalion antjuunition duirip^ Loads of airuTitinition are c.on- 
Eolidrited and ecipty vehicles i^ith trailers are returned to the 
regimental a'Jvdp for refill to basic load and roiurn to battalion 
pool. Thns tho battalion is assured a reserve of anununition '..hich 
is adequaiie, mobile and alrays veil forivard. This motor pool and 
amm'anitioH' dijijp contr^.il'Lod by the battalion transportation officer^ 
assisted by perBoniiel from tne A & P platoon of battalion head- 
quarters coiT-i^any, ^ 

The regimental amniuniticn train or dump (mobile) in this 
reginiorit Is r.-i-v/ays lojTi tGd ',,'ell t'^'Xward initially .,■ gunerally near 
tho rear CP uhore tf-:'!.aph'!.~ie connraa:' cation is available* 

During ttie batt.le near- ALtTS frhon the VGT/i'UPiJO Rii/er forriied 
a naVn't'al barrier,, "oho r-.:.(?i'iiicn'j"'.l am^iii-nltion ti'ain -.vas moved acroiss 
th3 lifer as soon as a bridge was in. At this time the fon-iard 
oloments cf the x-ac^-inGnt "v:3ro apprcximtoly IpOO yards rest of 
ALIPH r_vid the anuKLLnibion train moved into a grove of trees about 
500 yards east and 70-.1! yr.rdc south of ALIFE and near a good road. 
This assi^red a resorvo of ai^amitiltion in event the bxddge 'jas knocked 
out. 

Generally spoaking tho ammunition d^.imp of this regiment is 
located frcm two to ton miles behind the troops; moving forr/ard 
as often as raa;- be required. 

In static tiitaatior-s such as tho tattle of GASSINQj the rugi- 
montal ducip should be established i-ell forward and all 2^ ten trucks 
unloaded and sent back to the sorvico corapany area under the control . 
of the transportation sergeant. 

During the night prior to the asca^xLt on the MPIDO River, v.'e 

south of SA.B IvilCESLIi; and unloaded it, making a ground -diunp. The 
txiii:iKs rotvLrned to the soi-^ics company bi^'/coac area which 'v;as in the 
vicinity of £ji.N VSTOHE. St-cks vjere built up the folloT.lng nights 
and maintained at the fonotrirxg:. 150.000 to 200,000 rounds caliber 
e30 machine gun; 75^000 rounds S-round clipj 35,000 rounds c?j:bine; 
25,000 rounds calibor .45; 1,500 rounds 60irjn mortar; 1,500 rounds 
to 2,000 roimds B.Lina mortaj.- i:'ght; 600 rounds Simra -mortar smckej 
1,000 rounds hand grenade fragmentation; 500 ro-jinda hand grenade 
offensive; ;i50 amo.^e pots H,.P, 5 3OO rounds hand gxenade smoke W.P.; 
200 lounds hand grenade yellovjj 300 rounds signal air craft, each 
colors 500 riflo grenade AT M-9A2; 300 rounds socket HE t'l}- 
A-2, This stockage pro\^L^d adeqii;ito to supply this rogimont by bat- 
talions establishing forn/ard dujnps and to assist other regiments 
in supplying thoi." units at biiiius v;hen their trains were 
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depicted or unable to get forward. 

Different t^Tpos of. ^1anition vdll be used vjhile in different 
terrain. In rolling coiinr' r^'' noxe Mortar will be used Fhilo in 
mountainous- torrtin most oxponditui-es uill bo snail :.ir?is ".iid 
gronades, Liko'.viso fiehting in towns and cities will reqmre 
moro gronr,des ".nd crliber tA5 and SLam mortar HE heavy than fight- 
ing in open country. 

This ragiment carrieE tho TBa prescribed load with tho "juaapons, 
On tho roginiental train^ tho six, 2^ ton service company 6x6, 
Following is tho load carriod: 

T-'.rp. e j:-liirn.bor of Rounds 

Cal. .30~carbir.G 33,000 
Gal. .30 Ball S rd clip '61,824 
Cal, .30 Ball 5 rd olio 30,000 
Cal, ,30 MrchiuG C-un 72,000 
Cal. ,50 Machine Gun 1,325 
Cal. .A5 • 10,000 
60 HE , 972 

81 »i EE light 900 
Si T;*i IIE ho vry 150 
Si I-;E sifolfe 150 
Gronado, hand offensive w/fuf^e 250 
Grenade, hand fragi.iontction 750 
Gronadt), rifle HE AT 300 
Rocket, HE AT M6A2 200 
Signal Air Craft, 120 rds each color, red, .^roen and white-. 

This load has proved adequ-^ito at all tinicas and in -over 300 
days of actual combat tho troops of this regiment have never been 
out of aEnunition of any t"^e. 

It is recommondod th-' the 2^ ton ammunition vehicles be 
retained under reginiontal control at all tiir.Gs. This si:iiplifiGs 
the supply of all Class V items by mking all six loads centrally 
located and available for issue to any one or two b-.ttali^-^ns. 
Regimental control also makes r,oro ' trucks available for use in re- 
suppljring -^ho rogir.ental dur.vp." 
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CEAFTBR VII - H^ITELLIGEICE 



1. Experience has shovn that not only muat the intelligence and operations 
officers voxk in close cooperation, but f'-ey rnust work at the same davsk for best 
results. This applies to division, regimental .-vnd Ix^.ttalion strdTfE, 

a» I nterro^jatlon, Much ana been leurnod in the employment of in- 
terrogators and by the Interrogation personnel in the perforitiance of their 
;Job, In this division it has been re^cognized that the closest cooperation must 
exist between the combat elements for vvhom information is obtained and the 
interrogators obtaining that information. To "be of the mst value the inter- 
rogator must at all times be well inforuied as to the tactical situation and 
have a good kno^ledgo of fi.iture plans. He raiast be' able to secure Information 
as BFoedily as possible and see that it is promptly di£iS3ilD.nated, The sooner 
the PW gots back to the interrogator thb faster information can be gotten and 
disseminated. This is oonsidered so important that lectures on this subject 
to all troops in this division are included in every training program. 

First Lieutenant HA!^!S G. rJAPFSR, Headquarters 34.th Infantry 
Division, 

"IShile fighting on Hill 593 northwest of CASSIUO, our troops 
irere cohnter at tacked by a company in the early morning. This 
count erat'iiack Vsas beaten back and only one was taken, a first 
lieutenant, who ?;as leading thie attack. It yas evident that he 
was suffering from shocli;. He i^as rushed back to the regimental ■ 
interrogator and was interrogated about 30 minutes after being 
captured, still under shock. It is important to note that he was 
given no chance to relax, drink, eat or relieve himself, but was 
fotced to keep on the go untH he got to the interrogator. The 
interrogator, recognizing the. condition the prisoner was under, 
did not waste much tima with him,' but asked hit!? some direct ques- 
tions tshich were answered promptly. The' prisoner stated that the 
company making this counterattack uas a new unit in this sector 
which had been slated to be committed against the AISIO Beachhead, 
but suddenly was ordered to come south to the aid of the 4.4."th 
Division which was receiving a, heavy beating. In fact a nevv bat- , 
talion was thus identified, the II Battalion,' 361st IR of the 90th 
light division, a motorized unit, T^e \i?ere able to learn from him 
that another company of his battalion t;as going to make another . 
counterattack the same eveni.ig, should his fail, also that the I 
Battalion, 361st IR was on its' way down. He was finally evacuated 
to the division cage. By then shock had mostly worn off and he was 
on his way to regaining the' 'station .becoming a proud and stubborn 
meaber of the master race. Had this officer been given achanc© 
to recover from his shock prior to being interrogated, it no doubt 
would have taken much time to extract the information received 
and we would have been m: .;ble to obtain a good portion of it. 

Initially, inteirrogation was performed by a 6-man team at 
divisional and corps Isvel* Har.'Qver, much valuable time was lost 
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aE? rP's bjid t,o bo evacuated to division before being interrogatod. 
It T.'a3 also ..'ound thE,t in tnis set-un much detallsd information of 
tactical valMe to rogiiiiout and loiter units vje.s not exploitod. An 
intcrroftatcr :;or]::"ng for or-j rogimont only, can certainly do a more 
detailed and accurate iob cn the tactical situation in his regi- 
mental sector than a division interrogator T7ho handles Pl'/'s from 3 
rGgii::3nts and sorietirass oven 5 re^^imonts , In our present set-up 
v;c hcivo 1 officer '.vith 2 non-coiiimissioned officers interrogating 
ct GJich r3gl~:ent and 1 or 2 officers yith 2 non-commissioned officers 
at the division cage. The interrogator at regiment yorks strictly 
fcr h\3.00 a"^d is directl- responsitle to S-2, The interrogator 
at division is under G-2 --nd v;orks on all information of interest 
at this lovel. There ;;ill be some duplications and overlap, but it 
had boor. ;F"o':.nd that this l appens rather seldom, and if it does a 
double-chock never hurts. The information obtained at regiment 
T.dll iiiL'ite Liatelj b^ dissonunatod, first to the battalion vsho cap- 
turod tbo particular FW, tv.3n to the other battalions and to div- 
ision, TJsii':-!!;^ by the tine the F'^' s get to division the interro- 
gator -.^t UviEion has beeii informed of the information gotten at 
rogiiiient which will givo hlsi an idea of nhat else that particular 
Fii can know. This syszam uorka out very well as long as S-2's, 
S^'Sj G-2, G--3 and the ir.tcrrogators at reg:jnent and division work 
closely togetrar. The division interrogator should make it a habit 
to bo at the division CP at least once a day and preferably mo're 
often, 

Mi.ile in the beginrlng nest interrogators worked with maps 
ue noTJ in this division vjork Trith all sorts of photos ■whenever • 
feasible „ It is much easier to orient a FW on a photo especially 
on an oblicue,, CIoeg cooperation between the air photo interpreter 
a::d the KJ ir.tsrro-jator has. proven of much value,. TJhen ve do get 
something ur ....L \7c often have a photo interpreter present during 
interrogation \7ho, armed fiith the latest sortie flown, -isrhich usually 
is less t:an a day old, ohecks the information obtained imrnediately, 
Manj- profitable targets for the artillery and. the air corps have 
been obtained in that manner.. 

At CASSINO our photo interpreter fo'Jnd an unidentifiable 
object on the so^ith slope ot Monastery Hill. Interrogation of 
various prisoners from this sector finally identified it as a very 
ivell-carioufl-ged SP ^^w., rhich v/as not firing but being kept ready, 
Th.e b-attalion CO, II Bn^ 132:-''d IR T7ho vaa very security conscious 
craior.nad ore ^.hoto anicrg a bi-.tch i^e showed him just a little too 
long. There ras only one house on this oblique which T?e had sus- 
pected ;.s hi:: CP» Thiii of co-rse confirmed our suspicion, Hien 
■iQ finally confronted h^ra "rSh all the. information W3 had of his 
positlor.3 and his regi- cntj, ne ivas co surpvirfed that he made some 
Gorrecbions and also gave us his battalion's boundary nhich ve 
didr^t l:a-o. 

Cn ..j..";ch-rr occc.e~.^-': '':;serter *.'ho :^as unable to orient him- 
self on a nap' finally ^is?ov.ired a familiar locking tree on air 
photos and v;as -able fro:; 'xnc-'^e to lead us to his compariy's strong- 
point, sl:.o-j us a mi lo f:" .:vJ :'. It. front of it and the ditch their 
patrols used bo get throu.^/. this mine field, and various other 
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ijistallations, Ve have often been offi&iSQet h^vi much of the informa- 

xion got+,er> from PW*a nn6 air photos chocked, A comparison of the 
lliLR oil tho AN2I0 Beachhead afi gotteii fjroBi photos with the one ob- 
tained from PW's showed hardly any variation* 

Another person iTith -atiom closest liaison should be maintained 
is tho Order of Battle man at division. Most of his information 
comes from in i.^-rugirolon of FW's, st the aame time he mil stqppiy 
the interrogator with much of tJie information he needs in order to 
interrogate. It is the interrogator's job to supply these missing 
links for the 0/B's p3.cture and he can oixly do that if ho. knows 
uhat i^ missing, Capturad documents, too, are used to great ad- 
vantage for this purpose. In fact so mich information has been 
obtained from documents that all units are reminded at every op» 
portunity to turn in immediately every piece of paper found. Many 
Gorman gun positions have been neutralized due to some seemingly 
obscure piece of paper found on a dead Genaan 'Or In an abandonod 
CP, Unfortunately, rje are still having occasional trouble ■raith 
souvenir htinters keeping Qnemy diaries and overlays. 

Intonogation technique could only be improvod by actual 
practice and much was loarnod in this respect, especially after' 
re got a cliSiir picture of what information 3-2, and G-2 are after, 
and just v;here and how we fit into the picture, Fe found that it 
very often works out better if 2 interrogators work on one PW at 
the BaiiiQ time. The main r,dv:\ntage .being that it keeps the Pf7 :on 
the hop, not giving him too much time to think, and also 2 inter- 
rogators can. think of more than one. On the other hand lise. found 
that it o,fton luorks out very T?3ll to interrogate 2 or. more men ftom 
one company at the same time,. At .SAN VOTGRE one of our patrols- 
brought in 4. PW's and, v.'hile their stories checked, every one of them 
gave us different locations. We finally got all 4 of- them together 
and by letting them argue among themselves obtained the correct 
information, vjhich vias later confirmed. On another occasion 2 PW^s 
fros tho 7th Companiy, 211th PGR t?ere brought in together . Since 
both had Polish naiaes we took them on together. Ip turned out that 
ore teas a Polish Pole, hating the Germans and was forced to fight, 
nhile the ot^iC c^jiicidGi-ad himsel.f 3-srman and was an ardent Nazi, 
Our fears thr:t 1±iq I'Taai \io\\Ld ppcil oitr v;iX,llrag PW proved unn&ces- 
aary as the two ijanted to ehov each other up and tried to out-do 
each other on the amount and exactness of information they had. 

Only trained interrogators should be permitted to interrogate 
PW's, In one instance a PV', being interrogated at a battalion CP 
by a German-speaking soldier^ said that he heard the Geimins ■ tJore 
oxpecting our t>.t-bE.'Sk a.yp time. The soj.dier, ■knoT?ing German, but 
not being xV^miliar r/ith r:i±} I'cc.vy exproajxons , reported that the 
Germans Xiore going to attack. Since oirr troops actually planned 
an attack (it tJas thon ab':i.it H-Hour minus 6) it was called off. 
Mien tho PF' reached re^ifliant the interrogator detected the mistake 
and aft or -higher he n,dqur, risers ^ere notified, plans ' for' our attack 
VQT3 ra;^'i;mud« 'Muoh valuable time and effort could have been saved, 
had this PH been immedicte3.y evacuated, as directed. On another 
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occasion, a PVJ's ps.T.'"book ves ei^azined and the PV^ vjas reported ?,s 
; be7.o.nging to a diviGion yhicli at the tiiae vras supnosod to be in 

RUSSIA'.. This ne'7 identifr.cat.ion ht^d everybody ud to corps ?.nd higher 
/ : hotidiiT'.art- ;-:^:T.t&i,, 'iirjil the r3t,i]nentsl iuterrcgator found 

out that t:.io ;iad be-^vi^j^^ed to tliis unit , but T:as nou in the 
955th IR i:7hich }-,d bocn fac ii3 in i h-dt particular sector," 

jb. l^;5^.o.. Int5?-I,iar,ncf? . The .1.-: .1*0. is .learnsd in photo intelligence 
embrace, for the purpofse 01 trjls report, tho tr:.,a:Ls and err ors directly af- 
fecting interpretation in a di>ris.,.cn,. It is fclb thnt sufficient ivork has been 
done to permit recommendations to mo-Tt \i£ 3fi;.l orn'oloyaoat of ■oersonnel and of 
aerial photos. 

Lieutenant Colonel KCJ^ISIT K, DIB mKillS, H.aadquarters 34.th Infantry 
DlYiaions 

"Aei'ip.l photos Tiers not exterii^ively used by this division until 
the Italian Cr'.jiraign J,, due to scarcity of trained ground force in- 
terpret er^^.^ I/iterprete'rs ^ovs , cau'iisg the begii-ning of the caJn- 
pa.tgny ar^isilgjifld to diyisions, ard at a" Iq ber data, by this div- 
isicnj ai^sigued .3 rngt'^.cnts In an attGr::r,t to fi.!l.fil tho aim of ' 
photo _ Intelligohce In :pa3-^±Tig- on the :Eaximum amount of irdlitary 
infcmiation in tho ninimuin tic;!,' 

TiTjo.; officers and 'feiiTO' eriliifctad men o.re required, at division head- 
quari.&rsy. •."/hose duties , are ' to di'nGure ao all times that subcrdin.ite 
units have , tho proper ''photo coverage at the-. right, tino. They provide 
such intofprotation an'":. sv.1di3S.as required by. a, oj'- divisional unit, 
organli, or attach-I-d^ v;h'o have no such personnel,.- Division artillery 
headquarters .redUxrea the serv.icof(_^of an officer • of superior ability. 
Hie Tjork v;ill bo -coordinated -..'rth "'division hcadqnarters and v,'ith the 
counter-battery section oX corps for confirmation and correctod lo- 
cations,, Close liaison. "bo t"i,een Air OP and photo officer should be 
SOP. In this manner many: unidentified objects on photos Day prove 
to be targets of *(;al'U9, 

In great deniahd bvv the artillery are 6-inch vertical photos, 
blor.n up to a tcaie .of "1/25,000 v.'Hli an arbitrary grid. These photos 
provo very val"aablo as fi7\int; charts. 

Each infant..ry regiriQn:: aas a nan of sufficient ability to do re- 
cognition, general tci.cain atudios, and handle photos for tho join- 
ing of mosaics.. As Lo ■..'hjjtliQ.f this man should be an officer or a 
non-coii-..;ission6d oI.L.' o.jr is de'bat:ible, but he shculd be of sufficient 

G-4. has used torxain studies to very good advantage in deter- 
mining '.7h other his sirpply and-. evacuation -.Tjill be by truck, niile or 
I!ian4 intorrog,ato:-s are obtaining accurate inforination beyond be-' 
lief by the use of air phoi.os^ and in partic;:J.ar. the use of obliques. 

Tho use of air phoiic?, both yertical and obliq^^e, with our ov;n 
patrols cannot be over aniphas ised .. -.They provide both a good mediu^a 
for the cuosti-oni'-.g of the patrol upon its return, and for d-aylight ■ 
patrols to recorc their route and observations ',?hile on their rdstiion. ■' 
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Ma^or ARTHUR- J. I^TERSOH, 3/+th Division 'Irtillory. 

A tra"'-ned air corps photo interpreter Tias attached to division 
f.rtlller^'- headquarters doring bhe operations at. GASSING. This in- 
novatior, joxIichI c- je.I.lpiitly from its Inception .and definitely proved 
tho value of having the photo interprotor in physical cont.ict i;ith ' 
tho people '.-iio cciild react v.'ith iraiairauic delay on his interpreta- 
tions . Aro.'>.3 m'l.dd £usp3!:;t by shsllreps uere referred -it once to 
the photo interpreter ani In some cases firs :?as orought to bear 
on the ©ncnF?- baltoiy aef:>'e it had coased firing. The inter- 
preter M v^ also of gre.H value to the .S-2 in solectirtg harassing 
mlsGi'.ons, locatir.j, r;ortarSj o.nA iu making tcsrrain. studies for 
futuro positioiiF J' 

^iajor KARRI C, KAI"., Eeadqi.-iarters 3-4th Infantry Division, 

"3ver sir.'ce the entry of the 3/+.th Division into ROffi it becanie 
apparent thit hho Prartisip.ns ^:ere a prcblci» to be dealt yith if secur- 
itjr and lav; anf ' order nere to be naintained in divisional areas. 
Very little was knc:?!! of them at the ti..;G. They 'i^ere an ovcraoalous 
group, cari^'ing various sorts of araa and 'yvithout proper handling 
might be a :n:enace to our s-jcurity^ cor^-unic^tions o;? supply as i?oll 
c.s a source of terror to civlliana. ".'.t becaine necessary therefore 
to deal v.'ith them as. such. 

On or about 30 J\.ne 1944- the C onraanding General, 34th Infantry 
Division, QtLachod Aaont GSOEGE IffiKHIiiiN cf the 3a th Division CIG 
as li;ii3on tsif^h A¥G Section, 34th Division, both to ivork directly 
v.'itb the PajFtiaans through G— 3 and G~l and to deal v.'ith them as an 
individual di^'isional proclem. Tho method and plr.n of procodioro wae 
laid do~;n at a conference botvjeon, G~2 and G-1. It T.'as considered 
that this arrangement woiild help ivnintain sociirity t"ithin di-'dsional 
boundario-j v;hich v.-as naturall'y' a GIC function, and would assist in 
maintaining lav: and order ".moi'ig the civil population, \?hiGh \;r.s a 
naturnl AIG function. The si-iilarity of coverage bot^veen A?.'Ii- and 
GIG made this an ideal arr;irig:.3ent. 

As soon aS a coFjrune is taken by our infantry , and in many 
cases sop.arate fr'actj.ons af corraunes, V7e held a meeting i.dth all 
roraining officials as ^"^ell as v.ith profe&£,ional isen and other lead?- 
in^ citisoiis of th . ."urjpune. Included in this Eieeting are tho 
leaders of the Par-isans and the CLH to vi/hcm vje express the Go-mmand- 
ing Gfcnpi'ai'0 ap.A-eciation for their assistance and the hope that 
they v;ill continue to assi£t- us^ Vie explain our respective mis- 
sions, solicit tlaeir cooperation and take the necessary data re- 
quisite to xbe proper functioning of both AJ^G and GIC. Tfo explain 
th:-t tho Coa.ianding General and the Allied Military Government are 
responsible for the govjrnuient of thair p3C-.p'-o at this time and that 
the Partisars aro to lay down their arns in order that peace may 
be restored oner again to thoir people., It is recognized, ho\?Gver, 
that in all ins^anc^s in which we enter a town there are either 
Germans in the area in hiding or Fascist enemies. Consequently, Xsq 
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hr.vo tr.ken n pmetical view of the problem rnd have permittod tho 
P ■'.rtiscns, for tacticril nnd military reasons, to retain their ams 
Djitll ovT CP moves beyond their town. On 9 July we inspected the 
entiro ronr boimdnry of the LIVOEINO Province GccoD5)aniQd by the lea- 
der of the pp.rtieans nnd hnvc foimd the Partisans in the rear areas 
disarmed nnd xvlthoiit insignia, leading fairly normal lives, yet re- 
taining their organization T;hich can be called into existence at a 
moment's notice* However, nost of their arms have been taken and 
they do not have access to theiri. We have found, though, that in 
communes closer to our forward CP the Partisans in many instances 
retain their arms in spite of the proclamation and the notices to 
the contrary. This should bo no cause for alarm, since mi'.i^ of 
tbe^ie Pr.rtisans are called ttpon for tactical missions with our 
combat troops or to mrjkc security arrests. Moreover, the armed 
Prrtisr.ns povc fortrrd as tactical troops advance leaving merely a 
amcll skeleton policing group ivhlch lays down its arms when the 
Crjcabinleri are established. 

Aid given US hy Partieaae.can be divided into two phases: 
(1) Civilian; (2) Military,' Under the civilian phase the Partisans, 
rati the cooperation of the GDI, maintain an interaal police force. 
They Tiiake security arrests ,and report knotm Fascists end suspects 
dan;;:erou.s to the security of ths division. They send squads behind 
our infantry or mth our infantry into embattled towns to prepare 
the T7ay for us. In many instances they infiltrate into the towns 
under cover of darkness before the infantry arriveo, assist the 
infantry in their tactical mission, and thereafter maintain inter- 
nal order. The P&rtisans and the CLN maintain offices In the coat- 
munes and in each toTO, for It is a rare occasion xihen liie regular 
officials are present. In short, the only government we meet as 
w© enter newly fallen coamiunes is the government created by the 
Partls^s and the CLK. The Committse of Liberation selects the 
3iGj''or and supplies .us with the essential data. The Partisans 
assist T/ith the evacuation of civilians from embattled towns; they 
dislnfest the civiliansj they bury the dead; they distribute food 
stores and aid in the rcsettloment 'of refugees* They assist in 
taking care of their onn -wounded and infirm by eistablishlng and 
maintaining emergency infirmaries. They check on all refugees 
within a town for security purposes; they maintain lists of ref t>> 
gees Bo that they ray be properly housed, fed, and given medical 
attention. While most of their work is not a highly finished type 
which is natural to contemplate in. a well organized group, they 
successfully perform the services we ,,ask. 

From the militar:^ standpoint they have been of recogniaed as- 
sistance to our divisioii, ' Tho Partisans are selected ty us to con- 
tact their groins in terrltor^r ocrjijViud ty the Germans and inci- 
dentally to gather positive intelllg'jncs_ f or our division. They 
advise thr- forwexd Partisans to., ejgject the coming of the Allied 
!.-ilitary Government in tho future end thcgr explain our mission so 
tha'b they rt-.--, prepare'^. ,.'hcn. ve arrive, , The Partisans have 
■goTto forward with' our. tactical unite^-aS' sco«ts and gtdd^. ■ 
and many ae interproters .. They ttiqI htgln-. gtustllla^ uril-te iir. 
tho mouatains on mlsfllons apart fr^ ovar ovn dlvialonai 
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tnctical mission. They maintain units for fighting In 
toOT© ogaimt the (t^irmUB. In PIOIEINO, for example^ it yus 
estimated by their leaders tha^t as a result of a pitched battle 
between the Partisans and the Ger'inaii forces ovier 150 Gernians v/ere 
killed. As previously stated, thay maintain units for the internal 
policing of toTJns newly taken by ' o«r troops and those already oc- 
cupied. Their aquada go forrard into areas Tiithin our divisional 
bouiKiary, combing the territory for hidden Germans and wanted 
Fascists, have found the Partisans of GUARD ISTALLQ, in VADA and 
in RESIGNANO SOLVAY in search of Germans and Fascists. They ex- 
plained they were a part of a roving squad* The Partisans are also 
used by our tactical units as anti-sniper squads and mopplng-up 
squads. In CIVITAVEDCHIA, for example, the Partisans V7ere put into 
c-ar infantry '?n'jads to r.op up reraalning German elements. Tie Part- 
isans besidea scouting the countryside constaatly, bring to us 
enomy prisoners of nar and. return escaped Allied prisoners of war. 

Limitations on aid to be expected can be outlined as follows: 

a. They arj not highly organized so far as delegation of 
po\ior is concerned. Their Isadora do -most of the worii, 

b. They are usually poorly clothed, 

c. For tactical roissions they are inadequately armed ani 
generally short in ammunition. 

d. Their food supply is inadequate to maintain their oi^an^ 
ization. For example, in VEKTURINA their leader explained to us 

on 9 July that his organization disbanded not so much for lack of 
arms but because they had' no food source. 

o. Ths tactical inf oraation thgy bring to us is often 
tardy. This may bo due to lack of transportation facilities or 
communication. The lack of transportation can be said to hinder 
the entire organization as it nov; exists. 

Most leaders of the Partisans and CLN are not accustomed 
to municipal administration, and though they are eager to help us 
and their people they grope in confusi<)n, 

g. The fact that Germans hold civilians as hostages is 
a deterrent to the functianlng of the Partisans^ For example, 
in MCMESCJIDAIO the Garraans massacred 65 civilians, - Fife saw the 
dead arid four camorp.s fron G-1 section rocorded the scene of the" 
dead. The Paramount News ccmersDah JOHH DCRED, photographed tho 
dead, and war correspondents on the scene have a record of the 
samo . " . 

Psychological Warfare . 

Major ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 3-ith Division Artillery. 

"The division was conserned with psychological wareftexe 
through the distribixtion of propaganda leaflets by light artillery, 
British 2-inch morbai's^ A5.i- OP, and patr.ols. Beginning shortly 
after the first crossing of fhe VOUISINO hundreds of propaganda- 
filled shells were directed at enecty positions with .noticeable ro- 
sijlts, A good percentage of R?'s had leaflets in their possession 
.hen captured. In addition to direct appeal leaflets, a weekly 
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nc^;sp■^pc.^, Fr-ntpost, for G.^rin^^.n soldiers vns fired wcelcly. The 
folXo'.-vir:g notes are a ;.-osiilt of experience gained from firing var- 
ious types of prop<3.r:anda shells; 

a. ' Observed flro should be used for firing propaganda 
shells if at all possible because variable winds in the target 
area make it dlfficiilt to predict the area in vrhich leaflets uill 
fall. 

b, . If it becomes necespary to fire propaganda shells using 
umobserved . fire, the folloring factors,' gained fron observation 

co::"L;-.+ an-'.- eiqvtfrlr.3ntal firing, mj be used with a reasonable ., 
expectation of sucaeaa and in any case should be considered in 
praparir^ initial d?.ta f'or observed fires. 

(1) The difference in freight between propaganda shell 
and nornal. shell must be t:iken into to'-.:: idsration. This can be done 
■by allo^ving a difference of ore square for each 6/10 pound dif- 
fcronce In -'vaight, Usmllj' this will Yiork out to be minus 9 or 

10 sqiaarps for 105rrin shell. This appoars oxceBSive for accurate,, 
shooting but has v-'orked o^it very satisfactorily -in practice. Shells 
must be weighed at the filling point for different sized, .leaflets 
and the 'inforrnation given to tha unit firing. . - 

(2) Initial data for shell fuzed Bith 1-54- fuze may 
be computed by apr.lying data for normal time sh.ell for a height of 
-burst of 100 yards and using fusy setting from firing tables. Be- 
yond time range fuzo 11-54. tas .b(:i3n fired- on impact with varying . 
5resuj.t&, generally unsa'tlsfactorlly. If the- angle of fall is steep 
enough leaflets are sorietines thror/n Into the air and an area about 
50 yards ib diaineter covered. Ir. one case the leaflets failed to 
-separate and vere throra'out zn a sin^e bundle,- The M-67 fuze has 
■'■roved satisfactory for long range firing and it is believed that 

a large percentage of propaganda shell packed should be issued 
ivith iEl-67 fuEO, 1,5 secord'j addod to time of flight Tjill give a 
fuze setting that vdll r.'ork for almost all ranges. Care must be 
used in setting ''1-67 -fuss to insure good results. 

Order of Battle . 

Sergeant DAVID J'; JCrES, Headquarters 3Ath Infantry Division. 

"T:--- Crd?r cf Battle speciailfit spends' all his' working time learn- 
in;: about th 3 energy , but in.ths j4.th Division the 'chief lesson 
.lG'.:trned by that earnest student concerrjing his methods has. been 
the obvious ohe - namely, -to ■ focus. all' intelligence sources on him- 
self and then to check one . agaiinst' anothari^'-' "The -second most impor- 
tant lass on has bean to' rt alias bov? ' nscoissarj" .it- is; -on occasion, 
to say 'I don't khp^i', = 

.1% the AJ7-I0 Beachhead it is considered that the high degree 
01 accuracy in the final piot^aro ahbi^efl -the. soundness of these state- 
■r!iG?".ts. Starting vith the informatioti taken -overi fi-om the relieved 
d:' virion ever--^ item v/hich' could anipllfy ''our -knovjle'dge of -the enemy 
on oijq7 frort r;as f^tudiod, F'rom the first, the closest contact v;as 
kept -..'ith tho photo intorprotors, Tho offices of the ti-fo sections 
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adjoinod and the personal friendship of the persons concerned T;aa 
a great help. A cheerful yell from the photo man 'I^ve foiand tup 
very ho'civy ir.ortars l' \?ouId at once stimulate the QB man- to ansT,'er 
(if he could), 'Yeah, X told you the 8th Company of the 956th GR 
just moved into that area'. If ho could not give such an answer, 
it T;as up to hlr. to find out, bo he went to see his pals in the 
interrogation teai.Ts, vsho T^ere frequent callsrs, and briefed them on 
the desired InfoiTiat'ion against the tinKj when the infantry c.ught a 
p-.-ieomjr from the sector concerned. Radio Intorcppts, -agent's re- 
;;Tortfi, inform ti on fro3?) patrols nnd desei-tferswere elf ted '..,ndj 
..liuanstion, the gaps in our knowledge were established. 

In the couree of nnny conversations with G-3 personnel, miggions 
r-ere arranged to find the miBsing' items, and it v/as during these 
talks that the piirase- 'I don't knoy' came most frequently from the 
OE man, 'Pinally, as the time canve to prepare the plans Tor the 
breakout Srom ANZlO, tbe^aps had been narrov;ed. 'I- -don't knot;' 
had become 'I thinl: so', ^nd the final estimate of the final esti- 
mate of the sit:.iaticn i.'as publiGhod, 

Puzzles were plentiful - chiefly, that furnished by- a drunkard 
from the 9th PGR, 26- Kr Division Fbose statements, 'under interroga- 
tion, on the Tnovc:;:ijnt of his unit placed -a question mark on the map 
for yioeks, . Ist on tha strength merely of such' a report, it i3oi?ld 
have be'cn highly dangerous to assune as some did, that a Panzer 
division- had entered the line. . ■ 

By good, luck, the fin.-il result obtained came very near the 
truo p3.cture.as ahoi-sn in coptursd documents after the attack, Elach 
statement or estimate made had so::ie evidence to support it and 
gWQSZQti \:oTe plainly stated to be auch; _ ' . 

Undoubtedly the most encouriigiog featvcre of th© tAole. phase 
Tvas that ' by- constant snapping- of information and by frank, discus- 
sions ^..dth all sorts of people', for example, .battalion coniaanders 
and patrol leaders, some not intelligehce specialists at all, it was 
possible 'to follow-up leads and quite often, to arrive at the cor- 
roct ansT^er, ' > 

By .contrast i^ith the jig-saiii puzzle method, outlined, above, 
at TAIiQUIlTLk \:a had a demorr^tration of the .sudden death method, ■ 
Here, the origin r.'as a '.varning from higher he^.d'qua'rters based on 
secret information, that the 20i;h Luftijaffe Division '(a .nev; arrival) 
- \3 expected to oppose us, Tithin a few hours, prisoners, had been 
^..I'^en from almost every- compnj in the one. regiment TJhich was oper- 
.-ting in our sector and the Order of Battle picture yas completed 
solely from PF interrogation r-aports overnight." 
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CKAPTER Vril - PERSONNEL 



1. The lessons presented in the previous chapters have to do with operations 
and technique employed in fi^i^hting the vwa-f while this flnyl oh-ipte:.' has jo do 
-;ith the individual fighting T^i-xn and his probler.ifc5 0:je of cie o'TioVcst lessons 
learned by the individual is that contxiraed dlscomfor' it not e. no(.'.eLi.f<i.'r- 
requisite to gain the status of a bat ■■:j.e -hardened ccfl;bat .^olcUer-. The ad-^ant- 
ages of a feather bed in a villa over a pup- cent, on the ground are soon recogn- 
ized as the soldier loarns to preserve himself for the period in v/hioh hard- 
ships are unavoidable. 

^, Replacement Procedure. 

Lieutenant Colonel H/iBOLD L. STIPP, Headquarters 34th Infantry 
Divis ion, 

"Just prior to the start of the offensire to break out of the 
AH2I0 Beachliead an over-stre;igt:a of 150 officervS and 750 enlisted 
nen was assigned to the Division in anticipation of fu+iire lo.'^ses. 
The purpose -was to deteraiine v.'he+hjr this viould far.ilitav-e rapid 
replacement of battle losses and ti deterr.n.ne ^mether £;u':;h a method 
of replacement uould be more effec*i,xvy rather than rec-.eipt of jmll 
shipments of green recruits , ?;ith the resulting 

tion in combat units. The . 750 cnliEtod men rere assigned eqi'.a--ly to 
each infantry regiment T;ith instructions that they be placed marlnily 
in rifle conipanies tc insure battle innoculation during the dfj.fonsive 
phase, and ^ViSt prior to the opening of the offensive j in9truc;-.ions 
uere issued to each regimental cominander to forni a replacem-jnt coja* 
pany. Those replacement coripanles consisting of ap^ToxinatoJ.y 250 
men uore withdrawn to regir.ont rr-ar echelons, to bo held in read- 
iness for immediate replacement of battle losses, Bien battle losses 
occ-orrod, the reginental comm^-indcr then dretj upon his replacements, 
alrJo^'-g mintainlng the fighting strength of his regiment at or very 
near tho authorized table of organisation strength. 

The extra officers, consisting of about 40 per infantiy regi- 
ment, vjers not a part of the replacement company but were assigned 
to companies and actually utilised with the companies in combs":. 
Th$^ty additional officers ijacVading 20 ar-nillorymen, were assigned 
on the basis of 5 for a -?attTlion; the other 10 being utilized in 
service e3-ementf3 o.f tho .;cm,T.and v/r.aro the need had becoirio evadont, 
Tho number of adiitio;ial ofi'f'^crs assigned to rifle companies should 
be 2 as a mlninvia 7"il;j.i 3 'i-refirred. 

This bystos of oEp-oyi-ri tho i'adividual in actual conbat for 
a short period -F/horo thj typo of actj.on permits and then uith-araw- 
ing him to the reginental rtar echelons for utilization as loss rc- 
placorLients J. proved extrorroly satis fyotory and seemed to be an ij;>" 
portant advance in replacomcnt prooodoro. 

First, i-u is an lavaluablo aid in tho training of replacements 
in that it provides then training and conditioning in the presence 
of battle itself, coitimon to tho conditions in which they T;dll fight. 
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Secondly, it provides fox small re^ervea "to nainta1.n corabat 
strength and eff'ioieaoy far ■s'3ir'=iraj days after initiation of. the 
attacfci' when' it is most iiecocs ^iary to maintafjn drive and momeiTOum. 

■ . Thrcv4-hou V t3io A^''SIO BGaciihead; breai'-'thifougii and coDtiini.^\tion, 
of the:'advaai&3 to. PKA. additional tep.Lo.ceien'.s. -^irere cbtai-iijd in 
groups ■ of 150 to PjljQ'af^d e^ifa-alloceted to regj r^.':ts j maanbainlng 
in each an ove:r-strength of 250 1 It is. true thsit in an e:i;treEelT 
i-'apld -advanoe it is more diff icilt to ma:! ntain replaoement companies 
r;,s such and one or two minor brGak-doivns oocurred in tho prooedi-ire. 

Through experience {rained in. f igl.itxng and . the nlaaning of opera- 
tion of replacoTCLent c onip.-ni-is 5 it is co.nfiidGr.8d that a ijinit o-f a 
total strength of 750 enlisted n:en, Infa'ntry, attached to the Div- 
ision, -is the hettor p?.an providing' the neces3;e,;.r;/ overhead por^onnelj' 
administration pr^d mintenanca equipirient can; bo made availHblo to 
the Division GoBmander<, Present T/2' ^allorifancss do not perrdt the 
cperat-on and maintemnca of so largo, a group as a separate unit. 
Officer persornol -rv-c training adininistration can he obtained from 
surplus assigrod officers ^ If th'? pr.'actice of a. surplus ia to be 
maintainor, Wr,thir tjiia atbc.ch-'ed unit there should be 3 rsplacement 
cospantes' ~ o.na allopated- to aach r'.3giinent. This provides the regi- 
mental ' coirni'ard'er -.?j.t]a .an opportunii.7 to rotate men in a state of. 
near e::iiaUstior'.j I'epl. ,ci';ig rLur. ■.-;Vtli froah raen .i",'ith a, mininiuTi amount 
of .q,c^fain5,srtrative det;:.ilBB It pr';-, :V^-'^,r:r;' i,v opportunity to train re- 
plac'<3CQnt groups! in. thcBo ssub^eoto which are considered .laost ncoos-..- 
sarjr for that ■ roEjinionf at the tine ; ho^^evor, the unit rsm.e-'s.i-ig 
under the Dixn-sion Cor;r.and;v!r's control » It also provides an op- 
portunity for the men to becoir.o aoqiiainted- with the regiment in 
T.'hich . they will ultimately corve." 

Second Lie^jtonant P.OBEP.T T. h'Uil'i;P,> 1.35th Infantry. 

. "It is difficult for .an officer v.'ithout combat experience to take 
over oDTtiihand of a platoon in - battle wise combat experienced outfit. 
He is subject to his qvm dorhtf arid 'aisjiTS.ngis as v. oil as to the 
doubt s and mi-^giviiogs of thv. rk^n .inder him. ■ 

He may be faced with the problem of taking' eomri);^.nd of a rifle 
plat^-'on in a rifle conp.ani' - right in- tbo' middle of nh atta^'^kv. His 
predi':'f..ment nay be f urthor cosplicjatyd by tbo fact that al?. hts past 
oxporton'Jo iir„3 beon Ixrato^i to stnff positions or' a . Keaaqinrters unit. 

, 'J-'he .r.oriral tond'-aic.y .is to" .attempt to stress bis • ability by 
taking -issnodiato inli.iv+i.e in tho attack, an attitude of ' I' .u. 
'shoT:,': you a'-l.l I'va got '.vh.'it it trk-,;s'. The result is gv^norally - 
one offtcor caaua"^.ty ~ ami' f r ■.ni-'jntly fatal, 

r iv&miinbor thit ;io oj^pc:- ■10:^0 rid oomb/it pL.tocn expects a "r.itv 
recraii'' - and -thox's' xihr/c 'Jrrj is td 'his- mn. - to psrsonaily be the 
firtt man to jump .gut - and load ths assault' of the rogiriierit on Kill 
*Ulipby :.,:Ulrlp''-. ■ . ■ . ■ '"^..'- 

' Thov .v'G ozpocting hir-, to he 'as £rnon as he is and scared as 
he - is,, Ho . ':jiil ' bo hitting thb groun.d every tiwo ho hears a shell 
fgo. over .'.un till .soir.G buck p:civ'-;te - casually montions "It's OK Lieu- 
tonantv- -those ore curs -^c^sy^ cYor to greet Jerry". Far bettor 
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let- him - trxko i docp bro*,t'b - srallov; hard for five ranntos - 
forgot all the sal^'iting - and eating outs and chei^ings - he used to 
bo so good at back in tho States - and thcinli the lad. Lot him find 
out ■\7ho iracn,'? hif" non-coms n-wo tho most combat exporicnee - md 
loarn thoir sccr'jts, Qivj them full c - don't bo .nfraid to 
ta'.cG and ask their advic-;. Don't try to be a 'aorld bcator - tho 
first fo'tV days' - tike it ^.'-^sy - ask a lot of questions and learn as 
nar^r ausr:ors as possiblo. '^'Ith luch on his side ho may 'laet thg r.'Gel: 
out. If ho last!? the v;cek - he rill have soon'-'enaugh - learned 
enough - and riono enough - in his oxm natural nay - to carry him 
through - froiri then on indyfinitely, " 

b, He plaCTJEicpt Trai nJ m , R'^pcrts indicate that l-eplacGiriGnts j although 
iraprovlng, still aro nat ,-. ci''oi3 3 S'jotion of tho mon broaght into the 'servico. ■ 
They frequently are in a lover AG cl?;Esification test scoring bracket and do not 
measure up to the above aver'.vi;e physical standard vhich should be a requirement 
for all iiifantiy units. All too frcqiTcctly this plaoos an additional burden on 
platoon loaders and no.n-cotn:rlsslc:ined offioer:^ as m.m of this' caliber do £0t 
nlTJays havo an aggyapflive iT?itiatnVk; a'd rc.sv;.]_tn in excess Ivq easmltics. In the 
majority of cr.sos the oni.y training l:;>Gklne; is b-.ttle oxocrienco, Hovevor an 
excess ivG 'i.iindrity profoss' ignorance in tho use of certain v;eapcns. It is the 
concensus of opinion of battle trained- ISO's -..itb ■■considerable "experience . 
that mon ass-ignod to an infantry c'orapary -^^t be qblo to use e-yery waapon assigned 
to the oompary afs they T;ill bo forcod into a position in T?hich thoy liust -use. tliem 
sooner or later, ' ' 

Staff' Gcrgoant AfDREF G.* fCSPP-y-lL JR, 133rd Ififantiy. 

"I have found that recent r^splacer^enta. lack sufficient knouledge 
of autcEatic roaponc • The -;AR. ?3 :. vory iaportant tjoapon and should 
be stressed in basic training, "-ost replacements don't have the 
slightest idea bf how a rifle; crack sounds ".;hon' fired in his dir- 
ection. Gornian v;caaon" sh" "'Id ho. iised for this type of training 
so that" the individual soZ'c^lcr can d.V'T*--- ::ish them by sound, In 
oth--;r words training should Include :;i;ji'e of battle drills with over- 
head firing. ' ■ " ' ■ 

Last but not ^-oav-^t, thoy have a'^iendency to bunch up on the ' 
inc.xch' ot other f orir;atlon,3 , ^' '•' 

Private First- Class PAFIEL R. BJAOF., 133rd Infantry. 
Private First Glass GLEMJ B .- ■L'OI'S, 133rd Inflntiy. 

"i'.hny of'the nion that cono t'^ this company have never fired the 
Riflo' ''Grenade', - They should bo miids to fire this veapori before " 
being sent- to comb.it -units-. 

One thing that is V::;ry jmpcrtant in combat is map and compass 
reading'. The ' Infafitr/ reolaceTrient does not get 'enough of this 
training, 
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First Lieutenant DOMID C. JOHlEOJTj I35th Infantry, 
First Lieutenant GLUTOJ? Jl, FiRHlIM, Z35th Infantry. 

"There Is not enough tra5.ning given for scoxiting. It takee a 
brave quick thiEfeiqg iftaa to be a good sooxit. The type of men whioh 
we are receiving ae replacemonts at present are very poor* It- seemp 
that ayery man that is inoompetant in other type units is put in 
the infantry^ ^hle results in the high percentage in capualties 
among platoon iQadere nvA good non-ooinmissioned officers. The 
Platoon Leader has to ho first scout and also lead theso roplaoe- 
ffieints up to. a fighting position person?, ""ly or they seem to disappear 
about the time you n&ad them most. Half of wy platoon at present 
has had different training than that of an infantry rifle company," 

First Lieutenant ROBERT LOGES, 133rd Infantry. 

1411 men in the squad should be giv^in an opportunity In train- 
ing to lead the squad. The replacement private of today is the 
WCO of tomojTow in coribat," 

JSSi^* It Is bolioved that the v^ord 'wtorale' is the. most miB-used 
in the oflFicial language of the U,S, Arny today. Actually it is far more than • 
the U,S,€u shows, and doughnuts, the vord seoras to bring to mind. It is confi- 
dence In solf^ Tmit esprit, and a will to carry out orders all bourd together 
by superior leadership. The former should ba properly called. — ontertainment 
and has its proper place as a mediun to relax the individual thug simplifying 
the installation of a high state of morale. It is wall to note that in victory^ 
however SJ^II "Uie engagement, morale is highest, while in defeat it la at its 
lowest ebb. 

Second Lieutenant RCTf L. HDMPHREIS- JR, 135th Infantry .p 

"There has been a lot written about morale since the" start of 
thip war, 

I've seen the effect of U,S,0. shows, mail, food, etc.. These 
are all big items but the largest factor in combat is leadership^ 
oppocially that displayed by platoon leaders and MJO's. 

On the iVottt there are innumerablo difficulties such as bad 
T^eathor, poor food, and long marches to mention a few, . WBen a unit 
has been on the line ^or a long time these things grow in importance^ 
Leaders, roust b« on guard :and must not allow their men to believe 
that thoy are getting 'a raw deal^. 

If the leaders can instill in their men an aggressive spirit 
and maintain strict dlBcipline throughout the campaign they will 
find the morale of their men a lot higher when the campaign nears 
a conclusion," 

ippointijjent. Promotion, Awards and Reolasfiifioation, 

Lieutenant Colonel HAROU) L. STIPP, Heaidquarters 3^th Inf^ntr? 
Division, 

''EtJlisted men appoin'ted officers on the field of battle because 
of outstanding performance of combat duties, have proved far more 
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competent than replacerasnt officers received. This is not due to 
lack of ability in Hai^ casos of replJicement officers, biJt due to 
lack of experienoS'Tifhich can'oixly be gainad on the battlefield. 
Reports indicate that men are far mor^ willing to follow battle triad 
enlisted men who are comiaissioiied, than a neis replacement officer,, 
Reported confidenee in l^adere gained from this source proves that 
fighting efficiency of the siuall front line elements ia greatly 
imjproved, Experience within thi? command has proven that no battle- 
field-appointee .h-^s ever been re-classified for inefficiency or 'iii- ■ 
experience, yhile this is not true of pffioor replacoroonts received 
through normal, replacement channels. 

There are a nu^nber of inatancea in which privates, Pfc^s, and 
the loT^'er grade non-coicTiiiBsioned officers are holding- doyn positions 
T^hich call for a higher grade and that they have don«s so for con- 
siderable periods of time, due, mainly to personnel of; the proper 
grade being retained on the rolls of tho organisation trhile not 
actually present. This is believed to be due to long term hosp- 
Italizatiori, fail-ore to fill rotation vacancies, and personnel on 
temporary duty to the United States under the . furlough policy, " 
This situri.tion creates a sonse ot un.lustness when it occurs for a ■. 
protracted period, also a sense of' futility in thnt they perform 
their job under extremely hqzardcuB conditions yet cannot obtain 
the roTiard for it, Eiiisted personnel in front line elements are 
extremely conscious of this, and.it is believed that general efficir 
onoy could be'promoted by ostabiishing a system in which these vacan- 
cies could be filled in n roauonably shessrt time, 

Soi?e reports received indio^^te a feeling that an insufficient 
number of awards and decoratiang nre being presented to desorvinjg 
personnel, 4 feeling has occ^jjred that meritorious auards'are re*- 
jected because of technicalities and that too' r:any recommendations of 
an/ atv-ard 'are being reduced to leaser awards by the headquarters 
authorized to 'pass an these mtters/ Thi^, tendency ite oi^n common 
to the individual vhen not' e'oji^ide'red in the light of the whole 
cQimKand. It has possibly been true' v;ithin this command to some 
extent, ?3?treme efforts have been exerted to oyer ^me- this feel- 
ing, More and mote aiTarde are being considered, and more and more 
granted as time passes. It has been found necessary to inaugurate 
intensive selling^ campaigns to inr;ure that personnel ,of the command 
observe nets of heroisia and malce npiixropria'^/G recom]i:3ndaticins. This 
campaign has resulted in mai^ avards that tjould otherwise net have 
come to light. 

In order to ■^^eld an efficis^t fighting ,-'«nit, those who are in- 
effective, mediocre i nom-ag.'irsgsiveyjand.^with^ut'^ professional knoi?- 
ledge,must. be .eliminated, . -Report?, ^Qo^iyed, iCroTO both officers! and 
men hnve stretgsed this 'point and. believe ^ that more liberal system 
of eliminatiiig the ti^pe of cfEJ-ear abpve-jrpferrefi^tOj be inaugtccated, , 
It is fwther th^ concensus ' of opinion:^ 

not ho' us<Ki.as a" punishment-, vM.oh it ia ■ g^herally believed tp be| 
but' as a meihpd of /eliMnabion from. the .pqgition'i'in^ they can-' 

not fill and .placement in om that they- are ab'le.'tp handle, .However, 
it is -a further opinion, that, they-.8hei44'.-^pt'.!^^'Si.^^'^ ^snap jobs' -S-n 
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rear echelons and permitted the advantages of rapid promotion. 
As in the casa of officers a, systom Shotild be estaitilabod. 
by which misfits, incompetents, thos a who haV© Xet down because of 
extreinQly long periods In active ,combat, can be reassigned to non-- 
combatant ^mitfl, eiiainatod from the service, or other disposition 
made of them, ijpon a recommendation of m4t cdrnjiiandors concorned. 
This will inspire a m^ximuBi afficleucy in the front lines, creating 
greater driTre and follow-through, resulting in the taking of ob- 
jectives with less casualties. This has long been a fault in combat 
elements in which no adequate anaivex has yet been found and sJbout 
which there is constant complaint and criticism," 
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